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FILED

Aug 29, 2022
Disciplinary
Board
[Docket # 033 |

DISCIPLINARY BOARD
WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCTATION

In re Proceeding No. 21#00025

JEFFREY HOWARD SADILER,| Resignation Form of Jeffrey Howard Sadler

(ELC 9.3(b))
Lawyer (Bar No. 27136).

I, Jeffrey Howard Sadler, declare as follows:

1. Iam over the age of eighteen years and am competent. I make the statements in this
declaration from personal knowledge.

2. Iwas admitted to practice law in the State of Washington on October 21, 1997.

3.  After consulting with my counsel, Stephen Smuth I have voluntanly decided to
resign from the Washington State Bar Association (the Association) mn Lieu of Discipline under
Rule 9.3 of the Washington Supreme Court’s Rules for Enforcement of Lawyer Conduct (ELC).

4 Attached hereto as Exlubit A 1s Disciplinary Counsel’s statement of alleged
misconduct for purposes of ELC 93(b). I am aware of the alleped nmusconduct stated in
Diasciplinary Counsel’s statement, but rather than defend against the allegations, I wish to
permanently resign from membership in the Association.

5. I consent to entry of an order under ELC 13 9(e) assessing expenses of $1 500 mn

this matter.
Resignation Form of Jeffrey Howard Sadler OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
(ELC 9.3(b)) OF THE WASHINGTON STATE BAR. ASSOCIATION
Page 1 1325 4% Avenue, Suite 600

Seattle, WA 98101-2539
(206) 727-8207
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6. I agree to pay any additional costs or restitution that may be ordered by a Review
Commuttee under EL.C 9 3(g).

7. Iunderstand that my resignation 1s permanent and that any future application by me
for reinstatement as a member of the Association 1s currently barred. If the Washington Supreme
Court changes this rule or an application 1s otherwise permutted in the future, 1t will be treated as
an application by one who has been disbarred for ethical misconduct. If I file an application, I
will not be entitled to a reconsideration or reexanunation of the facts, complaints, allegations, or
mstances of alleged misconduct on which this resignation was based.

8. I agree to (a) notify all other states and junsdictions in which I am adnutted,
mcluding Anizona, of this resignation in lieu of discipline; (b) seek to resign permanently from
the practice of law 1n all other states and jurisdictions mn which I am admitted, including Anizona;
and (c) provide Disciplinary Counsel with copies of this notification and any response(s). I
acknowledge that this resignation could be treated as a disbarment by all other jurisdictions.

9. Iagree to (a) notify all other professional licensing agencies in any jurisdiction from
which I have a professional license that 1s predicated on my admission to practice law of this
resignation in lieu of discipline; (b) seek to resign permanently from any such license; and (c)
provide disciplinary counsel with copies of any of these notifications and any responses.

10. I agree that when applying for any employment, I will disclose the resignation in
lieu of discipline in response to any question regarding disciplinary action or the status of my
license to practice law.

11. I understand that my resignation becomes effective on Disciplinary Counsel’s
endorsement and filing of this document with the Clerk, and that under ELC 9 .3(c) Disciplinary

Counsel must do so promptly following receipt of this document.

Fesignation Form of Jeffrey Howard Sadler OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
(ELC 9.3(b)) OF THE WASHINGTON STATE BAE. ASSOCIATION
Page 2 1325 4% Avenue, Suite 600

Seattle, WA 98101-2539
(206) 727-8207
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12.  'When my resignation becomes effective, 1 agree to be subject fo all restrictions that
apply to a disbarred lawyer.

13.  Upon filing of my resignation, I agree to comply with the same duties as a disbarred
lawyer under ELC 14.1 through ELC 14.4.

14. T understand that, after my resignation becomes effective, it is permanent. I will
never be eligible to apply and will not be considered for admission or reinstatement to the practice
of law nor will I be eligible for admission for any limited practice of law.

15. 1 certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the
foregoing is true and correct.

5’/2;/?;'5::
Date and Place Je ward er

Bar No. 27136
ENDDZ SEDB a F ,

Praficesca D’ Angelo, Disciplinary Counsel
Bar No. 22979

Resignation Form of Jeffrey Howard Sadler OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
{(ELC 9.3(b)) OF THE WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION
Page 3 1325 4% Avenue, Suite 600
Seattle, WA 98101-2530
{206) T27-8207
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DISCIPLINARY BOARD
WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCTATION

In re Proceeding No. 21#00025

JEFFREY HOWARD SADLER, STATEMENT OF ALLEGED
MISCONDUCT UNDER ELC 9.3(b)(1)
Lawyer (Bar No. 27136).

The attached amended formal complaint, filed on January 20, 2021 in Proceeding No.
21#00025, constitutes Disciplinary Counsel’s statement of alleged misconduct under Rule
9.3(b)(1) of the Washington Supreme Court’s Rules for Enforcement of Lawyer Conduct (ELC).

DATED this 16th  dayof  August ,2022.

Francesca D'Angelo, Bar No. 22979

Managing Disciplinary Counsel
EXHIBIT
Statement of Alleged Misconduct OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
Page 1 OF THE WASHINGTON STATE BAF. ASSOCIATION

1325 4% Avenue, Suite 500
Seattle, WA 98101-2539
(206) 727-8207
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FILED

Jan 20, 2022
Disciplinary
Board
[ Docket # D09 |

DISCIPLINARY BOARD
WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

In re Proceedmg No. 21#00025
JEFFREY HOWARD SADLER,|] AMENDED FORMAL COMPLAINT

Lawyer (Bar No. 27136).

Under Rule 10.3 of the Washmgton Supreme Court’s Rules for Enforcement of Lawyer
Conduct (ELC), the Office of Disciplnary Counsel (ODC) of the Washmgton State Bar
Assocmtion charges the above-named lawyer with acts of musconduct under the Washmgton
Supreme Court’s Rules of Professional Conduct (RPC) as set forth below.

ADMISSION TO PRACTICE
1. Respondent Jeffrey Howard Sadler was adnuited to the practice of law m the

State of Washmgton on October 21, 1997.
FACTS REGARDING COUNTS 1-6

Background

2. At all tmes relevant to this Formal Complamt, Sadler was a lawyer with a
personal mpury practice.

3. Nancy Collins worked as Sadler’s non-lawyer assistant at four different law

Amended Formal Complaimt OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
Pagel WASHINGTON STATEBAR ASSOCIATION
1325 4th Avenue, Sute 600
Seattle, WA 98101-2539
(206) 727-8207
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firms from 2003 to 2020: Stirbis Sadler, Sadler Law Firm, Sadler Ladenburg, and Sadler Injury
Law Group.

4 Durmg that time, at Sadler’s dwection, Collms sssued trust account checks that
Sadler signed.

5. Colims also assigned mdnndual trust account transactions, mehdmng checks and
other withdrawals, to specific chents at Sadler’s drection

6. On more than one occasion Sadler asked Collms for a st of chents whose
funds were held m trust. Usually, these were funds retamed m trust to pay hens agamst personal
mpury settlements after chent distributions and legal fees had been paid from the settlement.

7. On more than one occasion, Sadler mproperly withdrew funds from trust usmg
bank withdrawal shps or checks issued to “cash” with the transactions assigned to the specific
chents whose funds were used.

8  Spectfic examples are described m Y24-92.

Discovery of Sadler’s conversion of clie nt funds

9. From approxmmately 2006 to 2014, Sadler practiced as the Sadler Law Frm

10. Begmnmng m approxmately 2014, Sadler was a partner at the Sadler Ladenburg
law frm Erk Ladenburg and John Ladenburg, Jr. were the other members of the frm

11. Colims worked at the Sadler Law Frm and Sadler Ladenburg as a non-lawyer
assistant.

12. Sadler Ladenburg mamtamed a trust account for all three members to use. All
three were signers on the account.

13. Collns assisted m various tasks related to mamtammg the trust account,

mchidng record keepmg, depostmg settlement checks, and ssumg checks to chents,

Amended Formal Complaimt OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
Pagel WASHINGTON STATEBAR ASSOCIATION
1325 4th Avenue, Sute 600
Seattle, WA 98101-2539
(206) 727-8207
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henholders, and others.

14. Perwodically, Erik Ladenburg accessed Sadler Ladenburg’s QuckBooks account
from Collins’s computer.

15. On one such occasion m late 2017, Erik Ladenburg saw an email exchange
between Collms and Sadler m which Collns asked Sadler how to allocate a cash withdrawal
from the trust account.

16. Erk Ladenburg then found more cash withdrawal from trust and other
problems.

17. After reviewmg trust account transactions datmg from the formation of Sadler
Ladenburg, the Ladenburgs confronted Sadler with ther findmes regardmg mproper
withdrawals from trust.

18. Sadler agreed to pay back all money that Sadler had taken from trust
mproperly.

19. The firm hwed an accountmg frm to audt Sadler Ladenburg’s accounts to
ensure that all the funds Sadler had taken from trust mproperly were repaxd.

20. The audit revealed approxmately $72,000 m mproper withdrawals.

21. Sadler ultimately paid back the funds that Sadler had taken from trust
mproperly.

22 As of Jamuary 2018, after the Ladenbergs’ discovery of Sadler’s mususe of the
trust account, Sadler was removed from the Sadler Ladenberg trust account but remamed
signatory to the Sadler Law Frrm trust account.

23 Inlate 2018, the Sadler Ladenburg firm was dissolved.

Amended Formal Complaimt OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
Page3 WASHINGTON STATEBAR ASSOCIATION
1325 4th Avenue, Sute 600
Seattle, WA 98101-2539
(206) 727-8207
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Client MFL

24. In 2010, Sadler receved two seftlements on behalf of chent MF: a $25000
settlement on February 16, 2010, and a $50,000 settlement on August 2, 2010.

25, On March 2, 2010, $8.333.33 (one thrd of $25,000) was disbursed as attorney
fees, and on March 20, 2012, $16,666.67 (one third of $50,000) was disbursed as attorney fees.
Additional disbursements were made for costs and “chent net proceeds.”

26. Funds were held m trust m order to satisfy a hen agamst the settlement proceeds
m favor of the Department of Veteran Affamrs.

27. On July 17, 2015, Sadler wrote a check for $26,084.63 on the Sadler Ladenburg
trust account to Destmation Harley to buy a motorcycle.

28. The memo lme on the Sadler Ladenburg QuickBooks entry for this check states,
“Attorney Fees—[MF].”

29 Sadler knew that Sadler was not entitled to these funds.

30. On August 29, 2016, Sadler wrote a check for $37,090.35 from the Sadler Law
Fmrm trust account to the Sadler Ladenberg Trust Account.

31. On October 31, 2016, Sadler wrote another check for $11,005.72 on the Sadler
Ladenburg trust account to “Cash” with the memo “Chent Proceeds.”

32. Sadler knew that Sadler was not entitled to these funds.

33. On February 21, 2018, after the Ladenburgs discovered Sadler’s mproper trust
withdrawals, Sadler retuned the same two amounts ($2608463 and $11005.72) to frust,
totaling $37,090.35.

34. On October 3, 2018, Sadler sent a check for $37,090.35 from the Sadler Law

! Inttials are bemg used to protect the identities of mdrvidual chents because they did not file grievances
with ODC. Sadler has been provided a hst of names associated with these mitials.

Amended Formal Complaimt OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
Page4 WASHINGTON STATEBAR ASSOCIATION
1325 4th Avenue, Sute 600
Seattle, WA 98101-2539
(206) 727-8207
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Fmrm trust account to the Department of Veteran Affars on MF’s behalf, explammg that 1t was

“for the remamder of the funds for remmbursement of the government’s subrogation mterest ™

Client JW

35. On September 7, 2012, Sadler received a $22,500.01 settlement on behalf of
chent TW.

36. On the same date, $7,500 (one third of the settlement) was paid to the Sadler
Law Frm, and $8,278.31 was paid to JW as “chent net proceeds.”

37. On December 9, 2015, Sadler withdrew $1000 from trust and attributed i to
“Attorney Fees—[JW].” although Sadler had already withdrawn all the attorney fees eamed.

38. Sadler knew that Sadler was not entitled to these funds.

39. On June 2, 2017, Sadler withdrew another $1.500 from trust usmg a withdrawal
shp with Sadler’s signature and atiributed # to “fees.”

40. Sadler knew that Sadler was not entitled to these funds.

41. On February 21, 2018, after the Ladenburgs discovered Sadler’s mproper trust
withdrawals, Sadler returned $2.500 to trust.

42, On June 13, 2019, Sadler paid $1,500 to JW from the Sadler Law Frm frust

account as “additional chent net proceeds.”

Client SD

43, Sadler’s chent SD died on November 10, 2014, before Sadler settled SD’s case.

44, Sadler knew that SD had died.

45. On December 18, 2014, without disclosing that SD had died, Sadler signed
SD’s name to a release to settle SD’s case.

46. The release stated, “It 5 a crmme to kmowmgly provide falke, mcomplete, or

Amended Formal Complaimt OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
Page>5 WASHINGTON STATEBAR ASSOCIATION
1325 4th Avenue, Sute 600
Seattle, WA 98101-2539
(206) 727-8207




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

misleadng mformation to an msurance company for the purpose of defraudmg the company.
Penalties mchide mprisonment, fmes, and demal of msurance benefits ”

47. On January 6, 2015, about two months after SD died, Sadler recerved a $17,500
settlement on behalf of SD.

48. On January 14, 2015, $5,833.33 (one thrd of the settlement) was paid to Sadler
Ladenburg as attorney fees.

49 Accordmg to Sadler’s settlement statement, the “Net to Chent™ was $3,713.56.

50. On March 23, 2017, Sadler withdrew $3,713.56 from trust using a withdrawal
shp with Sadler’s signature.

51. Sadler knew that Sadler was not enfitled to these funds.

52. On February 21, 2018, after the Ladenburgs discovered Sadler’s mproper trust
withdrawals, Sadler returned the same amount ($3,713.56) to frust.

53. On October 3, 2018, Sadler sent SD’s daughter, the personal representative of
SD’s estate, a check from the Sadler Ladenberg trust account for $3,713.56 plus another check
from the Sadler Ladenburg general account for 3% mterest from January 15, 2015.

54. Sadler’s transmittal letter to SD’s daughter stated, “{a]fter an audit of our bank
account i was determmed that your late mother was owed money from her personal mpury

settlement

Client EJ

55. On Apnl 28, 2015, Sadler recerved a $9,294 18 settlement on behalf of chent

56. On May 14, 2015, $3,294.18 was paud to Sadler Ladenburg as attorney fees, and

$3,681.54 was paid to EJ as “chent net proceeds.”

Amended Formal Complaimt OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
Page 6 WASHINGTON STATEBAR ASSOCIATION
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57. Another $1,500 was held m trust to satisfy hens agamst the settlement m favor
of medical providers.

58. On December 7, 2017, Sadler withdrew $1 500 from trust usme a withdrawal
shp with Sadler’s signature.

59. Sadler knew that Sadler was not entitled to these funds.

60. On February 21, 2018, after the Ladenburgs discovered Sadler’s mproper frust
withdrawals, Sadler returned $1,500 to trust.

61. On December 10, 2018, Sadler Ladenburg paid EJ $1500 from the Sadler

Landenberg trust account as “trust balance ™

Client DM

62. On June 28, 2016, Sadler receved a $38,000 settlement on behalf of chent DM.

63. On July 6, 2016, $12,540 was paid to Sadler Ladenburg as attorney fees, and
$20,138.95 was paid to DM as “chent net proceeds.”

64. Another $4481.86 was held m trust to satisfy a hen agamst the settlement m
favor of the Washmpton Teamsters Welfare Trust.

65. On December 7, 2017, Sadler withdrew $4.481 86 from trust usmg a withdrawal
shp with Sadler’s signature.

66. Sadler knew that Sadler was not entitled to these funds.

67. On February 21, 2018, after the Ladenburgs discovered Sadler’s mproper frust
withdrawals, Sadler returned the $4.481.86 to trust.

68. On June 4, 2018, Sadler Ladenberg paid $4481.86 to the Washmgton
Teamsters Welfare Trust.

"

Amended Formal Complaimt OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
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Client SH

69. On February 21, 2017, Sadler recerved a $95,000 settlement on behalf of chent
SH.

70. On March 2, 2017, $31,000 was paud to Sadler Ladenburg as attorney fees, and
$49.866.19 was paid to SH as “chent net proceeds.”

71. Another $5,545.66 was held m trust to satisfy hens agamst the settlement m
favor of medical providers.

72. On December 8, 2017, Sadler withdrew $5,545.66 from trust usmg a withdrawal
shp with Sadler’s signature.

73. Sadler knew that Sadler was not entitled to these funds.

74. The withdrawal was bsted m QuickBooks as “chent proceeds,” but SH did not
recerve any such payment.

75. On February 21, 2018, after the Ladenburgs discovered Sadler’s mproper frust
withdrawals, Sadler returned the $5,545.66 to trust.

76. On October 3, 2018, Sadler sent SH a check from the Sadler Ladenberg frust
account for $5,545.66 as “Chent Trust Balance™ plus another check from the Sadler Ladenburg
general account for 3% mterest for one year.

77. Sadler’s transmittal letter to SH stated, “[1]n researchmg the lens on flus case,

we found that amounts withheld were paid by msurance m April 2017.”

Client KT

78. On August 14, 2013, Sadler recerved a $50,000 settlement on behalf of chent

KT.

79. On August 15, 2013, $16,666.66 (one thrd of the seftlement) was paid to the
Amended Formal Complaint OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
Page 8 WASHINGTON STATEBAFR. ASSOCIATION
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Sadler Law Frm for attorney fees, and on August 15, 2013, $20980.59 was paud to KT as
“chent net proceeds.”

80. Accordmg to the settlement statement, $10,000 was held m trust to satisfy a hen
agamst the settlement m favor of a medical provider.

81. Asof November 13, 2013, the amount held in trust was $9.120.

82. On December 9, 2015, Sadler withdrew $3,040.00 from the Sadler Law Firm
trust account payable to Sadler Ladenberg. The memo lme on the check stated, “Attorney Fees
[KT].”

83. Sadler knew that Sadler was not enfitled to these funds.

84. On August 3, 2017, Sadler withdrew $4,087.91 from trust using a withdrawal
shp with Sadler’s signature.

85. Sadler knew that Sadler was not enfitled to these funds.

86. On August 25, 2017, Sadler withdrew $6,000.00 from trust usmg a withdrawal
shp with Sadler’s signature.

87. Sadler knew that Sadler was not enfitled to these funds.

88. The August 25, 2017 transaction overdrew the funds held m trust on behalf of
KT.

89. On September 22, 2017, in response to an inquiry from KT iquiring about the
status of the funds withheld from the settlement for medical hens, Sadler wrote KT a letter
statmg m part,

I recerved your call regardng the $10,000.00 held m trust for the hens. As I

mentioned, there 5 a hen from UME (medical msurance) for care and

treatment they clamm 5 related to the case. . . . I am still unable to release any

funds as they are likely to be paid out to the camer. As yourecall I mentioned
that 1t would be a longshot to be able to release the funds.

Amended Formal Complaimt OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
Page? WASHINGTON STATEBAR ASSOCIATION
1325 4th Avenue, Sute 600
Seattle, WA 98101-2539
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90. Sadler knew that Sadler’s explanation as to why the funds could not be released
was not true.

91. On May 2, 2018, after the Ladenburgs discovered Sadler’s mproper frust
withdrawals, Sadler returned $8.127 91 to Sadler Law Firm trust account.

92. On May 14, 2018, Sadler paid $9.120.00 to the State of Washmgton Heath Care
Authority to satisfy a ken

COUNT1

93. By removmg finds belongmg to chents and/or thwrd parties from trust without
entiflement, Sadler violated RPC 1.15A(b), RPC 1.15A(c)(1), RPC 8.4(b) (by comnuitmg the
crime of theft RCW 9A_56.020(1)(a), 9A.56.010(23)(b)), and/or RPC 8.4(c).

COUNT 2
94. By withdrawmg chent funds from trust for Sadler's own use without notifymg
the chents whose funds were withdrawn, Sadler violated RPC 1.15A(e).
COUNT 3
95. By disbursmg finds from trust to chents and third persons long after those funds
were recerved, Sadler violated RPC 1.15A(f).
COUNT 4
96. By makmg withdrawals from trust to cash, and/or by makmg withdrawals usmg
withdrawal shps mstead of by checkor by electromic transfer, Sadler violated RPC 1.15A(h)(5).
COUNTS5
97. By signmg SD’s name to the release to seftle SD’s case after SD’s death

without revealmg that SD had died, Sadler violated RPC 4.1(a) and/or RPC 8.4(c).

Amended Formal Complaimt OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
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COUNT 6
98. By providmg falke mformation to KT about the status of funds withheld from

KT’s settlement for medical hens, Sadler violated RPC 1.4 and/or RPC 8.4(c).
FACTS REGARDING COUNT 7

Failure to cooperate with disciplinary _investigation

99. In or about January 2019, after Sadler Ladenburg dissolved, Sadler opened a
new firm called the Sadler Inpwry Law Group.

100. Collms went to work m that frm

101. On September 16, 2020, Collins filed a grievance with ODC regardmg Sadler’s
mususe of the trust account at both Sadler Ladenburg and the Sadler Inpry Law Group.

102.On September 28, 2020, ODC sent Sadler a prelmmary request for response
under ELC 5.3(b).

103. Sadler submufted a response to the grievance on February 5, 2021, more than
three months after it was due, without any supportmg documentation

104. In the February 5, 2021 response, Sadler clamed that any mproper withdrawals
from trust were “mustakes and errors™ that were the fault of Collms, whom Sadler clammed told
Sadler “when to remove funds and why.”

105.In the February 5, 2021 response, Sadler further clamed to have “mmedately™
remedied these “errors™ withm “48 hours” of bemg mformed of them

106.0n February 11, 2021, ODC sent Sadler a request for records and mformation
under ELC 53(g) seekmg documents to substantiate Sadler’s clamms m the February 5, 2021
response.

107.0n Aprl 12, 2021, Sadler provided a response, which consisted solely of an

Amended Formal Complaimt OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
Page 1l WASHINGTON STATEBAR ASSOCIATION
1325 4th Avenue, Sute 600
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email with 10 attachments referred to as “chent files.”

108. The response was mcomplete m almost every respect.

109.In response to ODC’s request that Sadler “{i]dentify each chent matter for
which funds were returned followmg the audt referenced m your response to the grievance”
Sadler provided nothmg.

110.In response to ODC’s request that Sadler identify, for each chent matter for
which funds were returned, (a) the person to whom the funds were returned, (b) the amount
refumned, (c) the date on which the funds were returned, and (d) the manner m which the funds
were refurned, Sadler provided nothmg

111.In response to ODC’s request that Sadler explam, for each chent matter for
which funds were returned, “why, how, and when the finds were mproperly withdrawn or
withheld so that they needed to be returned,” Sadler provided nothmg

112.In response to ODC’s request that Sadler provide “[d]ocumentation supportmg
your answers to 1-3 above,” Sadler provided nothmg.

113.0DC requested that Sadler provide certam records related to 12 chents,
mchidng the chents discussed above, who were idenfified m ODC’s mvestigation as chents
whose finds may have been nusappropriated.

114 For the most part, the requested records are ones that Sadler 5 requmed to
mamtam for at least seven years under ELC 1.15A(h)(2) and 1.15B(a).

115. The ten “chent files™ that Sadler prowvided contam some but not all of these
documents.

116. Sadler did not prowvide any checkbook registers, bank statements, or copies of

depostt shps, withdrawal shps, or cancelled checks.

Amended Formal Complaimt OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
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117.0DC requested that Sadler provide “[c]Jomplete trust account records for all
trust accounts for the period begmnmg January 1, 2019 up through and mchdmg January 2021,
mchidng but not mited to all the records emumerated m RPC 1.15B(a).”

118.In response to this request, Sadler provided nothmg.

119 Because of Sadler’s failure to provide a complete response to ODC’s request for
records and mformation under ELC 53(g), on June 16, 2021 ODC filed a petihion for mtermm
suspension with the Washmgton Supreme Court under ELC 7.2(a)(3) (fathwe to cooperate).

120. The Supreme Court 1ssued an order to show cause and set a show cause hearmg
for September 30, 2021.

121.0n June 21, 2021, after ODC filed the petiion for mternm suspension, Sadler
provided some additional records for one trust account consstmg of QuuckBooks records for
2019-present and trust account bank statements for 2020-present.

122.On September 15, 2021—15 days before the show cause hearmpg—Sadler
provided a writen response fo the questions asked m the February 11, 2021 supplemental
request for response, but no documentation

123 Over the next two weeks, Sadler provided some documentation responsive to
the February 11, 2021 supplemental request for response.

124 At the parties’ request, on September 29, 2021 the Supreme Court contmued the
show cause hearmg to October 28, 2021 to allow the parties addiional tume to determme
Sadler’s comphance with the disciphnary mwvestigation

125.0n October 29, 2021, the Court entered an order suspendmg Sadler from the

practice of law under ELC 7.2(a)(3).
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COUNT 7
126. By faimng to provide a prompt and/or complete response to ODC’s request for
records and mformation as requwed by ELC 5.3(f)) and/or ELC 5.3(g), Sadler violated RPC
8.4(]).
FACTS REGARDING COUNTS 8-11

Representation of Tara McKenzie’s son, NP

127. As of August 2019, Sadler practiced with the Sadler Injury Law Group.

128 The Sadler Inpwy Law Group used the CLIO case management software
system, which requmres a logm 1d and password for each user.

129 In August 2019, Tara McKenzie's son’s leg was broken while m daycare.

130. McKenzie contacted Sadler about handing the case on behalf of the son, NP.

131.On or about August 14, 2019, McKenze and McKenze’'s then-husband signed
a one-thwrd contmgency fee agreement for the Sadler Inpury Law Group to represent NP with
respect to mpuries suffered on August 6, 2019.

132. McKenzie brought the signed fee agreement to Sadler’s office on August 14,
2019.

133 Sadler gave McKenzie a copy for ther records on which Sadler wrote m the
date and marked /s/ on the sienature lmes.

134.On September 25, 2019, Sadler wrote a letter of representation to Litle Tots
Daycare and Preschool statmng,

This 15 to advise you that we represent Tara McKenzie for the damages and

mjurees to her son [NP] at your daycare on August 6, 2019. [f] We are now

collectmg mformation that will enable us to give this matter a meanmeful

evalnation When tlus work 5 completed, we will contact you agam In the

mtermm, please forward this letter to your msurance carrier or attorney as soon

as possible and have them contact me. If we have not heard from someone
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withm 30 days, we will be forced to file suf agamst you personally and the
busmess.

135.The CLIO timelme report for the NP matter shows two entnes created on
September 25, 2019 by Sadler.

136. One of the September 25, 2019 entries states, “Case Opened.” The other states,
“LOR. [Letter of Representation] to Daycare.”

137. The CLIO records do not reflect that Sadler performed any other work on NP’s
case.

138 McEenzie and Sadler did however, commmmcate from tmme fo tme wvia
Facebook messenger.

139.On November 1, 2019, while comnmmcatmg about settlng a different personal
mpury matter that Sadler was handing for McKenze, Sadler wrote, “We will contmue on with
the daycare case.”

140.0n August 14, 2020, McKenze wrote Sadler about yet another legal matter.
In the course of that commmmication, Sadler stated, “T am still workmg on the daycare ssue.”

141.0On Jamary 7, 2021, McKenzie wrote Sadler askmg for an update on the
progress of NP’s case, notmg ongomg problems with NP’s leg.

142 Sadler did not respond.

143.On February 22, 2021, McKenze wrote Sadler about a different matter, but
noted that Sadler had not responded to the prior message about NP.

144 On March 7, 2021, McKenzie wrote Sadler asking, “Are we domg anythmg or
not? It’s been a year and a half with no answers and my 4 yr old son wakmg up m pam at least
3-4 mghts a week crymg about #.”

145 Sadler responded, “T am still researchmg how to go about provng it happened at
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the daycare.”

146. McKenzie pomted Sadler to evidence mchidmg a text from the daycare provider
admittmg 1t did happen there, and daycare sion m sheets.

147 The next day Sadler responded, “Yes, but I am lookmg for an expert. I'll reach
out to you later this week ™

148. Sadler did not reach out to McKenzie as promused.

149.0n July 2, 2021, McKenzie wrote Sadler complammg about the lack of
response.

150. Sadler did not respond.

151.On July 4, 2021, McKenzie wrote Sadler stating

So I take it you're ignormg me now? Why did you agree to take the case if

you had zero mtention of workmg 1#?? What do I have to do to get you off the

case and someone eke on . Well I can find my own lawyer, but can you

please sign somethmg removing yourself so I can obtam an attorney who 15
actually gomg to do the work?

152.0n July 5, 2021, Sadler responded, “I do not beleve you can pnce what
happened. 'We were st reviewmg the case so you don't need anythmg to get another
attorney.”

153 McKenze responded that the case was not about the money but about makmg
sure another child did not get hurt, and asked for additional follow up.

154. Sadler did not respond further.

155. At about that same tme, Sadler was m the process of sellng the Sadler Inpury
Law Group.

156.0n August 3, 2021, the new owner of the Sadler Injury Law Group wrote
McKenze advismg of the sale and askmg if McKenzie wished to “contmue your
Amended Formal Complaimt OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL
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representation” through the new firm on the same terms as the previous agreement with the
Sadler Inpry Law Group.

157. McKenzie decided to contmue NP’s representation with the new frm The case
1S ongomg.

Respondent’s misrepresentations to ODC during the disciplinary investigation and

manipulation of the CLIO records

158 McKenzie filed a grievance with ODC regardmg Sadler’s faihre to take action
on NP’s case.

159. On September 10, 2021, Sadler responded to McKenzie’s grievance by denymg
that Sadler ever represented McKenzie with respect to NP’s mury at daycare.

160. Sadler’s response to ODC stated m relevant part:

I would first hke to make it clear that I never represented Ms. McKenzie on
the referenced day care case for her son . . . Ms. McKenze asked me about a
potential clam for mpry to her son She explamed the facts of the potential
clam to me. In my opmion, the facts did not support a clam as there was no
way to prove how the mpury happened or where it happened. [ ] I declned to
take the case. There was never a fee agreement (requred m contingent cases)
or any other forms for representation In addiion this was commumcated to
her several times. The last time # was commumcated was m July, via text,
when she asked for any file matenals so she could try to fmd an attorney. I
remmded her that I had no file materal as I never represented her or her son
for that matter. []] I do not beheve I had an obhgation to commmumecate more
with her as she was not my chent.

161. McKenzie sent a reply to ODC statmg that Sadler was bemg untruthful and that
there was a signed fee apreement.

162.0DC emailed McKenzie’s reply to Sadler on September 14, 2021 at
approxmately 10:14 am

163. The CLIO records m NP’s case reflect that at 1018 am that day, Sadler

accessed the CLIO records, downloaded a copy of the letter of representation that Sadler had
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sent to the daycare center, and removed and/or attempted to remove the “Case Opened” note
that Sadler had entered on September 25, 2019.
164. The latter transaction was reflected m CLIO as follows:
SEP 14, 2021

» Jefirey Sadler removed matter note ‘Case Opened

o a

165. At approxmmately 11:14 am that day, Sadler sent ODC an email statmg m
relevant part, “The only response I have s that a fee agreement was never executed. I sent one
letter to see if the daycare had msurance while I reviewed the case. I enforced [sic] the chent
that I was not mterested m the case by phone and text.”

166. As of on September 14, 2021, the CLIO records for NP’s case were mamtamed
by the firm that had purchased the Sadler Injury Law Group.

167 Sadler’s access to CLIO was disabled after that.

COUNT 38
168 By faimg to take any meanmpful action on NP’s case after the mitial letter of

representation, Sadler violated RPC 1.3.
COUNT 9
169. By faimg to respond to McKenzie’s reasonable requests for mformation about
the status of the case and/or by providmg false mformation to McKenzie about actions Sadler
purportedly was takmg to move the case forward, Sadler violated RPC 1.4 and/or RPC 8 4(c).
COUNT 10
170. By fakely statmg to ODC that Sadler did not represent McKenzie with respect

to NP’s mpury, Sadler violated RPC 8.1(a) and/or RPC 8.4(c).
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COUNT 11

171. By removmg and/or attemptmg to remove the entry from CLIO that NP’s case
had been opened m September 2019, Sadler violated RPC 8.4(a) (attempt to violate RPC)

and/or RPC 8.4(c).

THEREFORE, Disciplnary Counsel requests that a hearmg be held under the Rules for

Enforcement of Lawyer Conduct. Possible disposiions melude disciplnary action, probation,

restiution, and assessment of the costs and expenses of these proceedmgs.

Dated thus 20th day of Jamuary, 2022

I . Abekon, Bar No. 24877
Managmg Disciplinary Counsel
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