
 

 
R esi g n ati o n F or m of J effr e y H o w ar d S a dl er  
( E L C 9. 3( b)) 
P a g e 1 
 

O F FI C E O F DI S CI P LI N A R Y C O U N S E L  
O F T H E W A S HI N G T O N S T A T E B A R A S S O CI A TI O N  

1 3 2 5 4 t h A v e n u e, S uit e 6 0 0  
S e attl e, W A  9 8 1 0 1 -2 5 3 9  

( 2 0 6) 7 2 7-8 2 0 7  
 

 

1  

2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

7  

8  

9  

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

2 0  

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

2 4  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

DI S CI P LI N A R Y B O A R D  
W A S HI N G T O N S T A T E B A R A S S O CI A TI O N  

 
 

 I n r e 

  J E F F R E Y H O W A R D S A D L E R,  

  L a w y er ( B ar  N o. 2 7 1 3 6). 

 

 

Pr o c e e di n g  N o. 2 1 # 0 0 0 2 5 

R esi g n ati o n F or m of J effr e y H o w ar d S a dl er 
( E L C 9. 3( b)) 

 

I, J effr e y H o w ar d S a dl er, d e cl ar e as f oll o ws: 

1.  I a m o v er t h e a g e of ei g ht e e n y e ars a n d a m c o m p et e nt.  I m a k e t h e st at e m e nts i n t his 

d e cl ar ati o n fr o m p ers o n al k n o wl e d g e.  

2.  I w as a d mitt e d t o pr a cti c e l a w i n t h e St at e of W as hi n gt o n o n O ct o b er 2 1, 1 9 9 7. 

3.  Aft er  c o ns ult i n g wit h  m y  c o u ns el,  St e p h e n  S mit h ,  I h a v e  v ol u nt aril y  d e ci d e d  t o  

r esi g n fr o m t h e W as hi n gt o n St at e B ar Ass o ci ati o n (t h e Ass o ci ati o n) i n Li e u of Dis ci pli n e  u n d er 

R ul e 9. 3 of t h e W as hi n gt o n S u pr e m e C o urt’s R ul es f or E nf or c e m e nt of L a w y er C o n d u ct ( E L C). 

4.  Att a c h e d  h er et o  as  E x hi bit  A  is  Dis ci pli n ar y  C o u ns el’s  st at e m e nt  of  all e g e d  

mis c o n d u ct  f or  p ur p os e s  of  E L C  9. 3( b).   I  a m  a w ar e  of  t h e  all e g e d  mis c o n d u ct  st at e d  i n  

D is ci pli n ar y C o u ns el’s  st at e m e nt ,  b ut  r at h er  t h a n  d ef e n d  a g ai nst  t h e  all e g ati o ns,  I  wis h  t o  

p er m a n e ntl y r esi g n fr o m m e m b ers hi p i n t h e Ass o ci ati o n. 

5.  I c o ns e nt t o e ntr y of a n or d er u n d er E L C 1 3. 9( e) ass essi n g e x p e ns es of $ 1, 5 0 0 i n 

t his m att er. 
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6.  I a gr e e t o p a y a n y a d diti o n al c osts or r estit uti o n t h at m a y b e or d er e d b y a R e vi e w 

C o m mitt e e u n d er E L C 9. 3( g). 

7.  I u n d erst a n d t h at m y r esi g n ati o n is p er m a n e nt a n d t h at a n y f ut ur e a p pli c ati o n b y m e 

f or r ei nst at e m e nt as a m e m b er of t h e Ass o ci ati o n is c urr e ntl y b arr e d.  If t h e W as hi n gt o n S u pr e m e 

C o urt c h a n g es t his r ul e or a n a p pli c ati o n is ot h er wis e p er mitt e d i n t h e f ut ur e, it will b e tr e at e d as 

a n a p pli c ati o n b y o n e w h o h as b e e n d is b arr e d f or et hi c al mis c o n d u ct. If I fil e a n a p pli c ati o n, I 

will n ot b e e ntitl e d t o a r e c o nsi d er ati o n or r e e x a mi n ati o n of t h e f a cts, c o m pl ai nts, all e g ati o ns, or 

i nst a n c es of all e g e d mis c o n d u ct o n w hi c h t his r esi g n ati o n w as b as e d. 

8.  I  a gr e e  t o  ( a)  n otif y  all  ot h er  st at es  a n d  j uris di cti o ns  i n  w hi c h  I  a m  a d mitt e d,  

i n cl u di n g Ari z o n a, of t his r esi g n ati o n i n li e u of dis ci pli n e ; ( b) s e e k t o r esi g n p er m a n e ntl y fr o m 

t h e pr a cti c e of l a w i n all ot h er st at es  a n d j uris di cti o ns i n w hi c h I a m a d mitt e d, i n cl u di n g Ari z o n a ; 

a n d  ( c)  pr o vi d e  Dis ci pli n ar y  C o u ns el  wit h  c o pi es  of  t his  n otifi c ati o n  a n d  a n y  r es p o ns e(s).   I 

a c k n o wl e d g e t h at t his r esi g n ati o n c o ul d b e tr e at e d as a dis b ar m e nt b y all ot h er j uris di cti o ns.   

9.  I agr e e t o ( a) n otif y all ot h er pr of essi o n al li c e nsi n g a g e n ci es i n a n y j uris di cti o n fr o m 

w hi c h I h a v e a pr of essi o n al li c e ns e t h at is pr e di c at e d o n m y a d missi o n t o pr a cti c e l a w of t his 

r esi g n ati o n i n li e u of dis ci pli n e ; ( b) s e e k t o r esi g n p er m a n e ntl y fr o m a n y s u c h li c e ns e; a n d ( c) 

pr o vi d e dis ci pli n ar y c o u n s el wit h c o pi es of a n y of t h es e n otifi c ati o ns a n d a n y r es p o ns es. 

1 0.  I a gr e e t h at w h e n a p pl yi n g f or a n y e m pl o y m e nt, I will dis cl os e t h e r esi g n ati o n i n 

li e u of dis ci pli n e i n r es p o ns e t o a n y q u esti o n r e g ar di n g dis ci pli n ar y a cti o n or t h e st at us of m y 

li c e ns e t o pr a cti c e l a w. 

1 1.  I  u n d erst a n d  t h at  m y  r esi g n ati o n  b e c o m es  eff e cti v e  o n  D is ci pli n ar y C o u ns el’s 

e n d ors e m e nt a n d fili n g of t his d o c u m e nt wit h t h e C l er k, a n d t h at u n d er E L C 9. 3( c) D is ci pli n ar y 

C o u ns el m ust d o s o pr o m p tl y f oll o wi n g r e c ei pt of t his d o c u m e nt. 
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T h e att a c h e d a m e n d e d f or m al c o m pl ai nt, fil e d o n J a n u ar y 2 0, 2 0 2 1  i n Pr o c e e di n g N o. 

2 1 # 0 0 0 2 5 ,  c o nstit ut es  Dis ci pli n ar y  C o u ns el’s  st at e m e nt  of  all e g e d  mis c o n d u ct  u n d er  R ul e  

9. 3( b)( 1) of t h e W as hi n gt o n S u pr e m e C o urt’s R ul e s f or E nf or c e m e nt of L a w y er C o n d u ct ( E L C).  

D A T E D t his _ _ _ _ _ _ d a y of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _, 2 0 2 2. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Fr a n c es c a D' A n g el o, B ar N o. 2 2 9 7 9 
M a n a gi n g Dis ci pli n ar y C o u ns el 

T E D t his _ _ _ _ _ _ d a y of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _, 2 0 2 2. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Fr a n c es c a D' A n g el o, B ar N o. 2 2 9 7 9 
M a n a gi n g Dis ci pli n ar y C o u ns el 
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U n d er  R ule  1 0. 3  of  t h e  W a s hi n gt o n  S u pr e m e  C o urt’s  R ule s f or E nf or c e m e nt of L a w y er 

C o n d u ct  ( E L C),  t h e  Offic e  of  Dis ci pli n ar y  C o u ns el  ( O D C)  of  t h e W a s hi n gt o n  St at e  B a r 

A s s o ciati o n c h ar g e s  t h e  a b o v e -n a m e d  la w y er  wit h  a cts  of  mis c o n d u ct  u n d er  t h e  W a s hi n gt o n 

S u pr e m e C o urt’s R ule s of Pr of e s si o n al C o n d u ct ( R P C) a s s et f ort h b el o w.  

A D M I S SI O N T O P R A C TI C E  

1.  R e s p o n d e nt J effr e y  H o w ar d  S a dler w a s a d mitt e d t o t h e  pr a ctic e  of la w i n t h e  

St at e of W a s hi n gt o n  o n O ct o b er 2 1,  1 9 9 7.  

F A C T S R E G A R D I N G C O U N T S 1 - 6 

B a c k g r o u n d   

2.  At  a ll  ti m e s  r ele v a nt  t o  t his  F or m al  C o m plai nt,  S a dler  w a s  a  la w y er  wit h  a  

p ers o n al i nj ur y  pr a ctic e.  

3.  N a n c y  C olli ns  w or k e d  a s  S a dler’s  n o n -la w y er  a s sist a nt  at  f o ur  diff er e nt  la w  
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fir ms  fr o m  2 0 0 3  t o  2 0 2 0:  Stir bis S a dler, S a dler L a w Fir m, S a dler  L a d e n b ur g , a n d  S a dler  I nj ur y 

L a w Gr o u p . 

4.  D uri n g  t h at  ti m e,  at  S a dler’s  dir e cti o n,  C olli ns  is s u e d  tr ust  a c c o u nt  c h e c ks  t h at  

S a dler si g n e d.   

5.  C olli ns  als o  a s si g n e d  i n di vi d u al  tr ust  a c c o u nt  tr a ns a cti o ns,  i n cl u di n g  c h e c ks  a n d  

ot h er wit h dr a w als, t o s p e cific clie nts at S a dler’s dir e cti o n.  

6.  O n  m or e  t h a n  o n e  o c c a si o n,  S a dler  a s k e d  C olli ns  f or  a  list  of  c lie nts  w h os e  

f u n ds  w er e  h el d  i n  tr ust.  U s u all y, t h e s e w er e f u n ds r et ai n e d i n tr ust t o p a y lie ns a g ai nst p ers o n al 

i nj ur y  s ettle m e nts aft er clie nt  distri b uti o ns  a n d le g al  f e e s h a d b e e n p ai d fr o m t h e s ettle m e nt .  

7.  O n  m or e  t h a n  o n e  o c c a si o n, S a dler i m pr o p erl y  wit h dr e w f u n ds  fr o m tr ust  usi n g  

b a n k  wit h dr a w al sli ps  or  c h e c ks  is s u e d  t o  “ c a s h ,”  wit h  t h e  tr a ns a cti o ns  a s si g n e d  t o  t h e  s p e cific  

clie nts  w h os e f u n ds  w er e us e d.    

8.  S p e cific e x a m ple s ar e d e s cri b e d i n ¶ ¶ 2 4- 9 2. 

Dis c o v e r y of S a dl e r’s  c o n v e rs i o n of cli e nt f u n ds  

9.  Fr o m a p pr o xi m at el y  2 0 0 6 t o 2 0 1 4, S a dler pr a ctic e d  a s t h e S a dler L a w Fir m.  

1 0.  B e gi n ni n g  i n  a p pr o xi m at el y  2 0 1 4, S a dler w a s a  p art n er at t h e S a dler L a d e n b ur g 

la  w fir m.    Eri k  L a d e n b ur g  a n d J o h n L a d e n b ur g,  Jr. w er e t h e ot h er m e m b ers of t h e fir m.  

1 1.  C olli ns  w or k e d  at  t h e  S a dler L a w Fir m a n d S a dler  L a d e n b ur g  a s a  n o n -la w y er 

a s sist a nt.  

1 2.  S a dler  L a d e n b ur g  m ai nt ai n e d a  tr ust a c c o u nt f or all t hr e e  m e m b ers t o us e.  All 

t hr e e w er e si g n ers o n t h e a c c o u nt.  

1 3.  C olli ns  a s sist e d  i n  v ari o us  t a s ks  r elat e d  t o  m ai nt ai ni n g  t h e  tr ust  a c c o u nt,  

i n cl u di n g  r e c or d  k e e pi n g,  d e p ositi n g  s ettle m e nt  c h e c ks,  a n d  is s ui n g  c h e c ks  t o  clie nts,  
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lie n h ol d ers,  a n d ot h ers.  

1 4.  P e ri o dic a ll y, Eri k  L a d e n b ur g  a c c e s s e d  S a dler  L a d e n b ur g’s  Q uic k B o o ks  a c c o u nt  

fr o m C olli ns’s  c o m p ut er.  

1 5.  O n  o n e  s u c h  o c c a si o n  i n  lat e  2 0 1 7,  Eri k L a d e n b ur g  s a w  a n  e m ail  e x c h a n g e  

b et w e e n  C olli ns  a n d  S a dler  i n  w hic h  C olli ns  a s k e d  S a dler  h o w  t o  all o c at e  a  c a s h  wit h dr a w al  

fr o m t h e tr ust a c c o u nt.  

1 6.  Eri k L a d e n b ur g  t h e n  f o u n d m or e  c a s h  wit h dr a w als  fr o m  tr ust a n d  ot h er  

pr o ble ms .     

1 7.  Aft er  r e vie wi n g  tr ust  a c c o u nt  tr a ns a cti o ns  d ati n g  fr o m  t h e  f or m ati o n  of  S a dler 

L a d e n b ur g ,  t h e  L a d e n b ur gs  c o nfr o nt e d  S a dler  wit h  t h eir  fi n di n gs r e g ar di n g  i m pr o p er  

wit h dr a w als fr o m tr ust .  

1 8.  S a dler  a gr e e d  t o  p a y  b a c k  all  m o n e y  t h at  S a dler  h a d  t a k e n  fr o m  tr ust  

i m pr o p erl y.   

1 9.  T h e fir m hir e d  a n  a c c o u nti n g  fir m  t o  a u dit  S a dler  L a d e n b ur g’s  a c c o u nts  t o  

e ns ur e t h at all  t h e f u n ds  S a dler h a d t a k e n fr o m tr ust i m pr o p erl y w er e r e p ai d.  

2 0.  T h e a u dit  r e v e ale d a p pr o xi m at el y  $ 7 2, 0 0 0  i n  i m pr o p er  wit h dr a w als.  

2 1.  S a dle r  ulti m a t e l y  p a i d  b a c k  t h e  f u n ds t h at S a dler  h a d  t a k e n  fr o m  tr ust 

i m pr o p erly. 

2 2.  A s  of  J a n u ar y  2 0 1 8, aft er  t h e  L a d e n b er gs’ dis c o v er y  of  S a dler’s  mis us e  of  t h e  

tr ust  a c c o u nt,  S a dler  w a s  r e m o v e d  fr o m t h e S a dler  L a d e n b er g  tr ust  a c c o u nt b ut  r e m ai n e d  

si g n at or y  t o  th e  S a dler L a w Fir m tr ust a c c o u nt.  

2 3.  I n lat e 2 0 1 8,  t h e S a dler L a d e n b ur g  fir m w a s dis s ol v e d.  
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Cli e nt M F 1  

2 4.  I n  2 0 1 0,  S a dler  r e c ei v e d  t w o  s ettle m e nts  o n  b e h alf  of  c lie nt M F:  a  $ 2 5, 0 0 0  

s ettle m e nt o n F e br u ar y 1 6, 2 0 1 0, a n d a $ 5 0, 0 0 0  s ettle m e nt o n A u g ust 2, 2 0 1 0.  

2 5.  O n  M ar c h  2, 2 0 1 0, $ 8, 3 3 3. 3 3  ( o n e  t hir d  of  $ 2 5, 0 0 0)  w a s  dis b urs e d  a s  att or n e y  

f e e s, a n d  o n  M ar c h  2 0, 2 0 1 2, $ 1 6, 6 6 6. 6 7  ( o n e  t hir d  of  $ 5 0, 0 0 0)  w a s  dis b urs e d  a s  att or n e y  f e e s.  

A d diti o n al  dis b urs e m e nts  w er e m a d e  f or  c osts a n d “ clie nt  n et pr o c e e ds. ”   

2 6.  F u n ds w er e h el d i n tr ust i n or d er t o s atisf y a lie n a g ai nst t h e s ettle m e nt pr o c e e ds 

i n f a v or of t h e D e p art m e nt of V et er a n Aff airs.  

2 7.  O n  J ul y  1 7 , 2 0 1 5, S a dler wr ot e  a c h e c k f or $ 2 6, 0 8 4. 6 3  o n t h e S a dler L a d e n b ur g 

tr ust a c c o u nt t o D e sti n ati o n  H arle y t o b u y a m ot or c y cle.  

2 8.  T h e  m e m o  li n e  o n t h e S a dler L a d e n b ur g Q uic k B o o ks e ntr y f or t his c h e c k st at e s , 

“ Att or n e y  F e e s  – [ M F]. ” 

2 9.  S a dler k n e w t h at S a dler w a s n ot e ntitle d t o t h e s e f u n ds.   

3 0.  O n  A u g ust  2 9 , 2 0 1 6, S a dler  wr ot e  a  c h e c k f or $ 3 7, 0 9 0. 3 5 fr o m t h e S a dler L a w 

Fir m  tr ust a c c o u nt t o t h e S a dler L a d e n b er g Tr ust A c c o u nt.   

3 1.  O n  O ct o b er  3 1, 2 0 1 6, S a dler  wr ot e  a n ot h er  c h e c k  f or  $ 1 1, 0 0 5. 7 2  o n  t h e  S a dler  

L a d e n b ur g  tr ust a c c o u nt t o “ C a s h ”  wit h t h e m e m o “ C lie nt P r o c e e ds. ”    

3 2.  S a dler k n e w t h at S a dler w a s n ot e ntitle d t o t h e s e f u n ds.   

3 3.  O n  F e br u ar y  2 1, 2 0 1 8, aft er  t h e  L a d e n b ur gs  dis c o v er e d  S a dler’s  i m pr o p er  tr ust  

wit h dr a  w a ls ,  S a dler  r et ur n e d  t h e  s a m e  t w o  a m o u nts ( $ 2 6,0 8 4. 6 3  a n d  $ 1 1, 0 0 5. 7 2)  t o  tr ust,  

t ot ali n g  $ 3 7, 0 9 0. 3 5.  

3 4.  O n  O ct o b er  3,  2 0 1 8,  S a dler  s e nt  a  c h e c k  f or  $ 3 7, 0 9 0. 3 5  fr o m t h e  S a dler L a w 
                                                             
1  I nitials  ar e b ei n g us e d t o pr ot e ct t h e i d e ntities of i n di vi d u al  clie nt s b e c a us e t h e y di d n ot file  grie v a n c e s  
wit h O D C.  S a dler h as b e e n pr o vi d e d a list of n a m es as s o ciat e d wit h t h es e i nitials. 
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Fir m tr ust  a c c o u nt  t o t h e D e p art m e nt of V et er a n Aff airs o n M F’s b e h alf, e x plai ni n g t h at it w a s 

“f or t h e r e m ai n d er  of t h e f u n ds f or r ei m b urs e m e nt  of t h e g o v er n m e nt’s  s u br o g ati o n  i nt er e st. ”   

Cli e nt J W  

3 5.  O n  S e pt e m b er  7,  2 0 1 2,  S a dler  r e c ei v e d  a  $ 2 2, 5 0 0 . 0 1 s ettle m e nt  o n  b e h alf  of  

c lie nt J W.    

3 6.  O n  t h e  s a m e  d at e, $ 7, 5 0 0  ( o n e  t hir d  of  t h e  s ettle m e nt)  w a s  p ai d  t o  t h e  S a dler  

L a w Fir m,  a n d $ 8, 2 7 8. 3 1  w a s p ai d  t o J W a s “ clie nt  n et pr o c e e ds. ”  

3 7.  O n  D e c e m b er  9,  2 0 1 5,  S a dler  wit h dr e w  $ 1, 0 0 0  fr o m  tr ust  a n d  attri b ut e d  it  t o  

“ A tt or n e y F e e s  – [J W], ” alt h o u g h  S a dler h a d alr e a d y wit h dr a w n  all  t h e att or n e y f e e s e ar n e d.      

3 8.  S a dler k n e w t h at S a dler w a s n ot e ntitle d t o t h e s e f u n ds.   

3 9.  O n  J u n e  2 , 2 0 1 7, S a dler  wit h dr e w  a n ot h er  $ 1, 5 0 0 fr o m tr ust usi n g a wit h dr a  w a l 

sli p wit h S a dler’s si g n at ur e  a n d attri b ut e d it t o “f e e s. ”   

4 0.  S a dler k n e w t h at S a dler w a s n ot e ntitle d t o t h e s e f u n ds .   

4 1.  O n  F e br u ar y  2 1, 2 0 1 8, aft er  t h e  L a d e n b ur gs  dis c o v er e d  S a dler’s  i m pr o p er  tr ust  

wit h dr a w als,  S a dler r et ur n e d $ 2, 5 0 0  t o tr ust.  

4 2.  O n  J u n e  1 3,  2 0 1 9,  S a dler  p ai d  $ 1, 5 0 0  t o  J W  fr o m  t h e  S a dler  L a w  Fir m  tr ust 

a c c o u nt a s “ a d diti o n al  clie nt  n et pr o c e e ds. ”   

Cli e nt  S D  

4 3.  S a dler’s clie nt S D die d o n N o v e m b er 1 0, 2 0 1 4, b ef or e S a dler s ettle d S D’s c a s e .  

4 4.  S a dler k n e w t h at S D h a d die d.   

4 5.  O n  D e c e m b er  1 8,  2 0 1 4,  wit h o ut  dis cl osi n g  t h at  S D  h a d  die d,  S a dler si g n e d 

S D’s n a m e t o a r ele a s e t o s ettle S D’s c a s e.   

4 6.  T h e  r ele a s e  st at e d , “I t  is  a  cri m e  t o  k n o wi n gl y  pr o vi d e  f als e,  i n c o m plet e,  or  
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misle a di n g  i nf or m ati o n  t o  a n  i ns ur a n c e  c o m p a n y  f or  t h e  p ur p os e  of  d efr a u di n g  t h e  c o m p a n y.  

P e n altie s i n cl u d e  i m pris o n m e nt,  fi n e s, a n d d e nial of i ns ur a n c e b e n efits. ”  

4 7.  O n  J a n u ar y  6, 2 0 1 5, a b o ut  t w o  m o nt hs aft er S D die d , S a dler r e c ei v e d a $ 1 7, 5 0 0 

s ettle m e nt o n b e h alf of S D .  

4 8.  O n  J a n u ar y  1 4, 2 0 1 5, $ 5, 8 3 3. 3 3  ( o n e  t hir d  of  t h e  s ettle m e nt)  w a s p ai d t o S a dler 

L a d e n b ur g a s att or n e y  f e e s.   

4 9.  A c c or di n g  t o S a dler’s s ettle m e nt  st at e m e nt, t h e “ N et t o Clie nt ”  w a s $ 3, 7 1 3. 5 6.  

5 0.  O n  M ar c h  2 3,  2 0 1 7,  S a dler  wit h dr e w  $ 3, 7 1 3. 5 6  fr o m  tr ust  usi n g  a  wit h dr a  w a l 

sli p wit h  S a dl er’s si g n at ur e.   

5 1.  S a dler k n e w t h at S a dler w a s n ot e ntitle d t o t h e s e f u n ds.   

5 2.  O n  F e br u ar y  2 1, 2 0 1 8, aft er  t h e  L a d e n b ur gs  dis c o v er e d  S a dler’s  i m pr o p er  tr ust  

wit h dr a w als,  S a dler r et ur n e d t h e s a m e a m o u nt ($ 3, 7 1 3. 5 6 ) t o tr ust.  

5 3.  O n  O ct o b er  3,  2 0 1 8,  S a dler  s e nt S D’s  d a u g ht er, t h e  p ers o n al r e pr e s e nt ati v e  of  

S D’s  e st at e ,  a  c h e c k  fr o m t h e S a dler L a d e n b er g tr ust a c c o u nt f or $ 3, 7 1 3. 5 6  pl us a n ot h er c h e c k 

fr o m t h e S a dler L a d e n b ur g g e n er al a c c o u nt f or 3 % i nt er e st fr o m J a n u ar y 1 5,  2 0 1 5.    

5 4.  S a dler’s  tr a ns mitt al lett er  t o S D ’s  d a u g ht er  st at ed,  “[ a]ft er  a n  a u dit  of  o ur  b a n k  

a c c o u nt  it  w a s  d et er mi n e d  t h at  y o ur  lat e  m ot h er  w a s  o w e d  m o n e y  fr o m  h er  p ers o n al  i nj ur y  

s ettle m e nt. ”  

Cli e nt E J  

5 5.  O n  A pril  2 8,  2 0 1 5 , S a dler  r e c ei v e d  a  $ 9, 2 9 4. 1 8  s ettle m e nt  o n  b e h alf  of  c lie nt 

EJ.  

5 6.  O n M a y 1 4, 2 0 1 5, $ 3, 2 9 4. 1 8 w a s p ai d t o S a dler L a d e n b ur g a s att or n e y f e e s, a n d 

$ 3, 6 8 1. 5 4  w a s p ai d  t o  EJ a s “ clie nt  n et pr o c e e ds. ”  
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5 7.  A n ot h er  $ 1, 5 0 0  w a s  h el d  i n  tr ust  t o  s atisf y  lie ns  a g ai nst  t h e  s ettle m e nt  i n  f a v or  

of m e dic al  pr o vi d ers.  

5 8.  O n  D e c e m b er  7,  2 0 1 7,  S a dler  wit h dr e w  $ 1, 5 0 0  fr o m  tr ust  usi n g  a  wit h dr a  w a l 

sli p wit h S a dler’s si g n at ur e.   

5 9.  S a dler k n e w t h at S a dler w a s n ot e ntitle d t o t h e s e f u n ds.   

6 0.  O n  F e br u ar y  2 1, 2 0 1 8, aft er t h e L a d e n b ur g s dis c o v er e d  S a dler’s  i m pr o p er  tr ust  

wit h dr a w als,  S a dler r et ur n e d $ 1, 5 0 0  t o tr ust.  

6 1.  O n  D e c e m b er  1 0,  2 0 1 8,  S a dler  L a d e n b ur g  p ai d EJ $ 1, 5 0 0  fr o m  t h e  S a dler  

L a n d e n b er g tr ust a c c o u nt a s “ tr ust  b ala n c e. ”   

Cli e nt D M  

6 2.  O n  J u n e 2 8,  2 0 1 6, S a dler r e c e i v e d a $ 3 8, 0 0 0  s ettle m e nt o n b e h alf of c lie nt D M.  

6 3.  O n  J ul y  6,  2 0 1 6,  $ 1 2, 5 4 0  w a s  p ai d  t o  S a dler  L a d e n b ur g  a s att or n e y f e e s, a n d 

$ 2 0, 1 3 8. 9 5  w a s p ai d  t o D M a s “ clie nt  n et pr o c e e ds. ”  

6 4.  A n ot h er  $ 4, 4 8 1. 8 6  w a s  h el d  i n  tr ust  t o  s atisf y  a  lie n  a g ai nst  t h e  s ettle m e nt  i n 

f a v or of t h e W a s hi n gt o n  T e a mst ers W elf ar e Tr ust.  

6 5.  O n  D e c e m b er  7, 2 0 1 7, S a dler wit h dr e w $ 4, 4 8 1. 8 6 fr o m tr ust usi n g a wit h dr a  w a l 

sli p wit h S a dler’s si g n at ur e.   

6 6.  S a dler k n e w t h at S a dler w a s n ot e ntitle d t o t h e s e f u n ds.   

6 7.  O n  F e br u ar y  2 1, 2 0 1 8, aft er  t h e L a d e n b ur g s dis c o v er e d  S a dler’s  i m pr o p er  tr ust  

wit h dr a w als,  S a dler r et ur n e d t h e $ 4, 4 8 1. 8 6 t o tr ust.  

6 8.  O n  J u n e  4,  2 0 1 8,  S a dler  L a d e n b er g  p ai d  $ 4, 4 8 1. 8 6 t o  t h e  W a s hi n gt on 

T e a mst ers W elf ar e Tr ust.            

// 
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Cli e nt S H  

6 9.  O n  F e br u ar y  2 1, 2 0 1 7 , S a dler  r e c ei v e d  a  $ 9 5, 0 0 0  s ettle m e nt  o n  b e h alf  of  c lie nt 

S H.  

7 0.  O n  M ar c h  2, 2 0 1 7, $ 3 1, 0 0 0  w a s  p ai d  t o  S a dler L a d e n b ur g a s att or n e y f e e s, a n d 

$ 4 9, 8 6 6. 1 9  w a s p ai d  t o S H a s “ clie nt  n et pr o c e e ds. ”  

7 1.  A n ot h er  $ 5 ,5 4 5. 6 6  w a s  h el d  i n  tr ust  t o  s atisf y  lie ns  a g ai nst  t h e  s ettle m e nt  i n  

f a v or of m e dic al  pr o vi d ers.  

7 2.  O n  D e c e m b er  8, 2 0 1 7, S a dler wit h dr e w $ 5, 5 4 5. 6 6 fr o m tr ust usi n g a wit h dr a  w a l 

sli p wit h S a dler’s si g n at ur e.   

7 3.  S a dler k n e w t h at S a dler w a s n ot e ntitle d t o t h e s e f u n ds.   

7 4.  T h e  wit h dr a w al w a s  list e d  i n  Q uic k B o o ks  a s  “ clie nt  pr o c e e ds, ”  b ut  S H  di d  n ot  

r e c ei v e a n y s u c h p a y m e nt.    

7 5.  O n  F e br u ar y  2 1, 2 0 1 8, aft er  t h e L a d e n b ur g s dis c o v er e d  S a dler’s  i m pr o p er  tr ust  

wit h dr a w als,  S a dler r et ur n e d t h e $ 5, 5 4 5. 6 6 t o tr ust.  

7 6.  O n  O ct o b er  3,  2 0 1 8 , S a dler  s e nt  S H  a  c h e c k  fr o m t h e  S a dler  L a d e n b er g  tr ust  

a c c o u nt  f or  $ 5, 5 4 5. 6 6 a s “ Clie nt Tr ust B ala n c e ”  pl us a n ot h er c h e c k fr o m t h e S a dler L a d e n b ur g 

g e n er al a c c o u nt f or 3 %  i nt er e st f or o n e  y e ar.      

7 7.  S a dler’s  tr a ns mitt al  lett er  t o  S H  st at e d,   “[i] n r e s e ar chi n g  t h e  lie ns  o n  t his  c a s e, 

w e  f o u n d  t h at  a m o u nts  wit h h el d  w er e  p ai d  b y  i ns ur a n c e  i n  A pril 2 0 1 7. ”    

Cli e nt K T  

7 8.  O n  A u g ust  1 4,  2 0 1 3,  S a dler  r e c ei v e d  a  $ 5 0, 0 0 0  s ettle m e nt  o n  b e h alf  of  clie nt  

K T .   

7 9.  O n  A u g ust  1 5,  2 0 1 3,  $ 1 6, 6 6 6. 6 6  ( o n e  t hir d  of  t h e  s ettle m e nt)  wa s  p ai d  t o  t h e  
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S a dler  L a w  Fir m  f or  att or n e y  f e e s,  a n d  o n  A u g ust  1 5,  2 0 1 3, $ 2 0, 9 8 0. 5 9  w a s  p ai d  t o  K T  a s  

“ clie nt  n et pr o c e e ds. ”   

8 0.  A c c or di n g t o t h e s ettle m e nt st at e m e nt, $ 1 0, 0 0 0 w a s h el d i n tr ust t o s atisf y a lie n 

a g ai nst t h e s ettle m e nt i n f a v or of a m e dic al p r o vi d er.    

8 1.  A s of N o v e m b er 1 3, 2 0 1 3,  t h e a m o u nt h el d i n tr ust w a s $ 9, 1 2 0.  

8 2.  O n  D e c e m b er  9,  2 0 1 5,  S a dler  wit h dr e w  $ 3, 0 4 0. 0 0  fr o m  t h e  S a dler  L a w  Fir m  

tr ust a c c o u nt p a y a ble t o S a dler L a d e n b er g.  T h e m e m o li n e o n t h e c h e c k st at e d, “ Att or n e y F e e s 

[ K T]. ”    

8 3.  S a dler k n e w t h at S a dler w a s n ot e ntitle d t o t h e s e f u n ds.   

8 4.  O n A u g ust  3,  2 0 1 7,  S a dler  wit h dr e w  $ 4, 0 8 7. 9 1 fr o m  tr ust  usi n g  a  wit h dr a  w a l 

sli p wit h S a dler’s si g n at ur e.   

8 5.  S a d ler k n e w t h at S a dler w a s n ot e ntitle d t o t h e s e f u n ds.   

8 6.  O n  A u g ust  2 5 ,  2 0 1 7,  S a dler  wit h dr e w  $6, 0 0 0. 0 0  fr o m tr ust  usi n g  a  wit h dr a  w a l 

sli p wit h S a dler’s si g n at ur e.   

8 7.  S a dler k n e w t h at S a dler w a s n ot e ntitle d t o t h e s e f u n ds.   

8 8.  T h e  A u g ust  2 5,  2 0 1 7  tr a ns a cti o n  o v er dr e w  t h e  f u n ds  h el d  i n  tr ust  o n  b e h alf  of  

K T.  

8 9.  O n  S e pt e m b er  2 2,  2 0 1 7,  i n  r e s p o ns e  t o  a n  i n q uir y  fr o m K T  i n q uiri n g  a b o ut  t h e  

st at us  of  t h e f u n ds  wit h h el d  fr o m t h e s ettle m e nt  f or  m e dic al lie ns,  S a dler  wr ot e  K T  a  lett er  

st ati n g i n p art,  

I  r e c ei v e d  y o ur  c all r e g ar di n g  t h e  $ 1 0, 0 0 0. 0 0  h el d  i n  tr ust  f or  t h e  lie ns.  A s  I  
m e nti o n e d,  t h er e  is  a  lie n  fr o m  U M R  ( m e dic al  i ns ur a n c e)  f or  c ar e  a n d  
tr e at m e nt t h e y clai m is r elat e d t o t h e c a s e. . . . I a m still u n a ble t o r ele a s e a n y 
f u n ds a s t h e y ar e li k el y t o b e p ai d o ut t o t h e c arrier. A s y o u r e c all, I m e nti o n e d 
t h at it w o ul d  b e a l o n gs h ot  t o b e a ble t o r ele a s e t h e f u n ds. 
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9 0.  S a dler  k n e w  t h at S a dler’s e x pla n ati o n a s t o w h y t h e f u n ds c o ul d n ot b e r ele a s e d 

w a s n ot tr u e .   

9 1.  O n  M a y  2,  2 0 1 8,  aft er  t h e  L a d e n b ur gs  dis c o v er e d  S a dler’s  i m pr o p er  tr ust  

wit h dr a w als,  S a dler r et ur n e d $ 8, 1 2 7. 9 1  t o S a dler L a w Fir m tr ust a c c o u nt .   

9 2.  O n  M a y  1 4, 2 0 1 8, S a dler  p ai d $ 9, 1 2 0 . 0 0 t o t h e St at e of W a s hi n gt o n H e at h C are 

A ut h orit y  t o s a tisf y a  lie n.   

C O U N T 1   

9 3.  B y  r e m o vi n g  f u n ds  b el o n gi n g  t o  clie nts  a n d/ or  t hir d  p artie s  fr o m  tr ust  wit h o ut  

e ntitle m e nt, S a dler  vi olat e d  R P C  1. 1 5 A( b),  R P C  1. 1 5 A( c)( 1) , R P C  8. 4( b)  ( b y  c o m mitti n g  t h e  

cri m e of t h eft, R C W 9 A. 5 6. 0 2 0( 1)( a), 9 A. 5 6. 0 1 0( 2 3)( b)),  a n d/ or  R P C 8. 4( c).   

C O U N T 2  

9 4.  B y  wit h dr a wi n g  clie nt  f u n ds  fr o m  tr ust  f or  S a dler’s  o w n  us e  wit h o ut  n otif yi n g  

t h e clie nts  w h os e f u n ds  w er e wit h dr a w n,  S a dler  vi olat e d  R P C 1. 1 5 A( e). 

C O U N T 3  

9 5.  B y dis b ursi n g f u n ds fr o m tr ust t o clie nts a n d t hir d p ers o ns l o n g aft er t h os e f u n ds 

w er e r e c ei v e d,  S a dler  vi olat e d  R P C 1. 1 5 A(f).  

C O U N T 4  

9 6.  B y  m a ki n g  wit h dr a w als  fr o m tr ust  t o  c a s h, a n d / or b y  m a ki n g  wit h dr a w als  usi n g  

wit h dr a w al sli ps i nst e a d of b y c h e c k or b y ele ctr o nic tr a nsf er, S a dler vi olat e d  R P C 1. 1 5 A( h)( 5).  

C O U N T 5  

9 7.  B y si g ni n g  S D’s  n a m e  t o  t h e  r ele a s e  t o  s ettle  S D’s  c a s e  aft er  S D’s  d e at h   

wit h o ut  r e v e ali n g  t h at S D h a d die d,  S a dler  vi ola t e d R P C 4. 1( a) a n d/ or R P C 8. 4( c).  
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C O U N T 6  

9 8.  B y pr o vi di n g  f als e  i nf or m ati o n  t o  K T  a b o ut  t h e  st at us  of f u n ds  wit h h el d  fr o m  

K T’s s ettle m e nt f or m e dic al  lie ns ,  S a dler  vi olat e d  R P C  1. 4 a n d/ or  R P C 8. 4( c) . 

F A C T S R E G A R D I N G C O U N T  7 

F ail u r e  t o c o o p e r at e  wit h dis ci pli n a r y  i n v e s ti g ati o n  

9 9.  I n  or  a b o ut  J a n u ar y  2 0 1 9,  aft er  S a dler  L a d e n b ur g  dis s ol v e d,  S a dler  o p e n e d  a  

n e w fir m  c alle d t h e S a dler I nj ur y  L a w Gr o u p.   

1 0 0.  C olli ns  w e nt t o w or k i n t h at fir m.  

1 0 1.  O n  S e pt e m b er  1 6, 2 0 2 0, C olli ns  file d  a  grie v a n c e  wit h  O D C  r e g ar di n g  S a dler’s  

mis us e of t h e tr ust a c c o u nt at b ot h S a dler L a d e n b ur g a n d t h e S a dler I nj ur y L a w Gr o u p.  

1 0 2.  O n  S e pt e m b er  2 8,  2 0 2 0,  O D C  s e nt  S a dler  a  pr eli mi n ar y  r e q u e st  f or  r e s p o ns e  

u n d er E L C 5. 3( b).  

1 0 3.  S a dler  s u b mitt e d  a  r e s p o ns e  t o  t h e  grie v a n c e o n  F e br u ar y  5,  2 0 2 1,  m or e  t h a n 

t hr e e m o nt hs  aft er it  w a s d u e,  wit h out  a n y  s u p p orti n g  d o c u m e nt ati o n.    

1 0 4.  I n  t h e  F e br u ar y  5, 2 0 2 1  r e s p o ns e, S a dler clai m e d t h at a n y i m pr o p er wit h dr a w als 

fr o m tr ust w er e  “ mist a k e s a n d err ors ”  t h at w er e  t h e  f a ult of C olli ns ,  w h om S a dler clai m e d  t ol d 

S a dler “ w h e n t o r e m o v e f u n ds a n d w h y. ”  

1 0 5.  I n  t h e  F e br u ar y  5, 2 0 2 1  r e s p o ns e, S a dler f urt h er clai m e d t o h a v e “i m m e diat el y ” 

r e m e die d  t h e s e  “ err ors ”  wit hi n  “ 4 8  h o urs ”  of  b ei n g  i nf or m e d  of  t h e m.   

1 0 6.  O n  F e br u ar y  1 1, 2 0 2 1 , O D C s e nt S a dler a  r e q u e st  f or  r e c or ds  a n d  i nf or m ati o n 

u n d er  E L C  5. 3( g)  s e e ki n g  d o c u m e nts  t o s u bst a ntiat e S a dler’s c la i ms  i n  t h e  F e br u ar y  5,  2 0 2 1 

r e s p o ns e.   

1 0 7.  O n  A pril  1 2,  2 0 2 1,  S a dler  pr o vi d e d  a  r e s p o ns e,  w hic h  c o nsist e d  s ole l y of  a n  
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e m ail wit h 1 0 att a c h m e nts r ef err e d t o a s “ clie nt  file s .”  

1 0 8.  T h e r e s p o ns e w a s  i n c o m plet e  i n al m ost  e v er y r e s p e ct. 

1 0 9.  I n  r e s p o ns e  t o  O D C’s  r e q u e st  t h at  S a dler  “[i] d e ntif y  e a c h  clie nt  m att er  f or  

w hic h  f u n ds  w er e  r et ur n e d  f oll o wi n g  t h e  a u dit  r ef er e n c e d  i n  y o ur  r e s p o ns e  t o  t h e  grie v a n c e, ”  

S a dler pr o vi d e d  n ot hi n g.  

1 1 0.  I n  r e s p o ns e  t o  O D C’s  r e q u e st  t h at  S a dler  i d e ntif y,  f or  e a c h  clie nt  m att er  f or  

w hic h  f u n ds  w er e  r et ur n e d,  ( a)  t h e  p ers o n  t o  w h o m  t h e  f u n ds  w er e  r et ur n e d, ( b)  t h e  a m o u nt  

r et ur n e d, ( c) t h e d at e o n w hic h t h e f u n ds w er e r et ur n e d, a n d ( d) t h e m a n n er i n w hic h t h e f u n ds 

w er e r et ur n e d, S a dler pr o vi d e d  n ot hi n g.  

1 1 1.  I n  r e s p o ns e  t o  O D C’s  r e q u e st  t h at  S a dler  e x plai n,  f or  e a c h  clie nt  m att er  f or  

w hic h  f u n ds  w er e  r et ur n e d,  “ w h y,  h o w,  a n d  w h e n  t h e  f u n ds  w er e  i m pr o p erl y  wit h dr a w n  or  

wit h h el d  s o t h at t h e y n e e d e d t o b e r et ur n e d, ” S a dler pr o vi d e d  n ot hi n g.  

1 1 2.  I n  r e s p o ns e  t o  O D C’s  r e q u e st  t h at  S a dler  pr o vi d e  “[ d] o c u m e nt ati o n  s u p p orti n g  

y o ur a ns w ers t o 1 -3 a b o v e, ” S a dler  pr o vi d e d  n ot hi n g.  

1 1 3.  O D C  r e q u e st e d  t h at  S a dler  pr o vi d e  c ert ai n  r e c or ds  r elat e d  t o  1 2  clie nts,  

i n cl u di n g  t h e  clie nts  dis c us s e d  a b o v e, w h o  w er e  i d e ntifie d  i n  O D C’s  i n v e sti g a ti o n  a s  c lie nts  

w h os e f u n ds m a y h a v e b e e n mis a p pr o priat e d.  

1 1 4.  F or  t h e  m ost  p art,  t h e  r e q u e st e d r e c or ds ar e  o n e s  t h at  S a dler  is  r e q uir e d  t o  

m ai nt ai n  f or at le a st s e v e n y e ars u n d er E L C 1. 1 5 A( h)( 2) a n d 1. 1 5 B( a).  

1 1 5.  T h e  t e n  “ clie nt  file s ”  t h at  S a dler  pr o vi d e d  c o nt ai n  s o m e  b ut  n ot  all  of  t h e s e 

d o c u m e nts.  

1 1 6.  S a dler  di d  n ot  pr o vi d e  a n y  c h e c k b o o k  r e gist ers,  b a n k  st at e m e nts,  or c o pie s  of  

d e p osit sli ps,  wit h dr a w al sli ps,  or c a n c elle d c h e c ks.  
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1 1 7.  O D C  r e q u e st e d  t h at  S a dler  pr o vi d e  “[ c] o m plet e  tr ust  a c c o u nt  r e c or ds  f or  all  

tr ust  a c c o u nts  f or  t h e  p eri o d  b e gi n ni n g  J a n u ar y  1, 2 0 1 9  u p  t hr o u g h  a n d  i n cl u di n g  J a n u ar y  2 0 2 1, 

i n cl u di n g  b ut n ot li mit e d  t o all  t h e r e c or ds e n u m er at e d i n  R P C 1. 1 5 B( a). ”   

1 1 8.  I n r e s p o ns e t o t his r e q u e st, S a dler pr o vi de d  n ot hi n g.    

1 1 9.  B e c a us e of S a dler’s f ail ur e t o pr o vi d e a c o m plet e r e s p o ns e t o O D C’s r e q u e st f or 

r e c or ds  a n d  i nf or m ati o n u n d er  E L C  5. 3( g),  o n  J u n e  1 6,  2 0 2 1  O D C  file d  a  p e tit i o n  f or  i nt eri m 

s us p e nsi o n wit h t h e W a s hi n gt o n  S u pr e m e C o urt u n d er E L C 7. 2( a)( 3)  (f ail ur e  t o c o o p er at e).   

1 2 0.  T h e S u pr e m e C o urt is s u e d a n or d er t o s h o w c a us e a n d s et a s h o w c a us e h e ari n g 

f or S e pt e m b er 3 0, 2 0 2 1.   

1 2 1.  O n J u n e  2 1,  2 0 2 1,  aft er  O D C  file d  t h e  p etiti o n  f or  i nt eri m  s us p e nsi o n,  S a dler  

pr o vi d e d s o m e a d diti o n al  r e c or ds  f or  o n e  tr ust  a c c o u nt c o nsisti n g  of  Q uic k B o o ks  r e c or ds  f or  

2 0 1 9 -pr e s e nt  a n d tr ust a c c o u nt b a n k st at e m e nts f or 2 0 2 0 -pr e s e nt . 

1 2 2.  O n  S e pt e m b er  1 5,  2 0 2 1 — 1 5  d a ys  b ef or e  t h e  s h o w  c a us e  h e ari n g— S a dler 

pr o vi d e d  a  writt e n  r e s p o ns e  t o  t h e q u e sti o ns  a s k e d  i n  t h e  F e br u ar y  1 1,  2 0 2 1  s u p ple m e nt al  

r e q u e st f or r e s p o ns e, b ut n o d o c u m e nt ati o n.    

1 2 3.  O v er  t h e  n e xt  t w o  w e e ks,  S a dler  pr o vi d e d  s o m e  d o c u m e nt ati o n  r e s p o nsi v e  t o  

t h e F e br u ar y 1 1, 2 0 2 1  s u p ple m e nt al  r e q u e st f or r e s p o ns e.   

1 2 4.  At t h e p artie s’ r e q u e st, o n S e pt e m b er 2 9, 2 0 2 1 t h e S u pr e m e C o urt c o nti n u e d t h e 

s h o w  c a us e  h e ari n g  t o  O ct o b er  2 8,  2 0 2 1  t o all o w  t h e  p artie s  a d diti o n al  ti m e  t o  d et er mi n e  

S a dler’s c o m plia n c e  wit h t h e dis ci pli n ar y  i n v e sti g ati o n.    

1 2 5.  O n  O ct o b er  2 9,  2 0 2 1,  t h e  C o urt  e nt er e d  a n  or d er  s us p e n di n g  S a dler  fr o m  t h e  

pr a ctic e of la w u n d er E L C 7. 2( a)( 3) . 
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C O U N T 7 

1 2 6.  B y  f aili n g  t o  pr o vi d e  a  pr o m pt  a n d/ or  c o m plet e  r e s p o ns e  t o  O D C’s  r e q u e st  f or  

r e c or ds  a n d  i nf or m ati o n a s  r e q uir e d  b y  E L C  5. 3(f))  a n d/ or  E L C 5. 3( g),  S a dler  vi olat e d  R P C  

8. 4( l). 

F A C T S R E G A R D I N G C O U N T S 8 -1 1   

R e p r e s e nt ati o n of T a r a  M c K e n zi e ’s s o n, N P 

1 2 7.  A s of A u g ust 2 0 1 9 , S a dler pr a ctic e d wit h  t h e S a dler  I nj ur y  L a w  Gr o u p.    

1 2 8.  T h e  S a dler  I nj ur y  L a w  Gr o u p  us e d  t h e  C LI O  c a s e  m a n a g e m e nt  s oft w ar e  

s yst e m, w hic h r e q uir e s a l o gi n  i d a n d p a s s w or d f or e a c h us er.   

1 2 9.  I n A u g ust 2 0 1 9, T ar a M c K e n zie’s s o n’s le g w a s br o k e n w hile i n d a y c ar e.  

1 3 0.   M c K e n zie c o nt a ct e d S a dler a b o ut h a n dli n g  t h e c a s e o n b e h alf of t h e s o n, N P.  

1 3 1.  O n  or  a b o ut  A u g ust  1 4, 2 0 1 9, M c K e n zie  a n d  M c K e n zie’s  t h e n -h us b a n d  si g n e d  

a  o n e -t hir d  c o nti n g e n c y  f e e  a gr e e m e nt  f or  t h e  S a dler  I nj ur y  L a w  Gr o u p  t o  r e pr e s e nt  N P  wit h  

r e s p e ct t o  i nj urie s  s uff er e d o n A u g ust 6, 2 0 1 9.   

1 3 2.    M c K e n zie  br o u g ht  t h e  si g n e d  f e e  a gr e e m e nt  t o  S a dler’s  offic e  o n  A u g ust  1 4, 

2 0 1 9 .    

1 3 3.  S a dler  g a v e  M c K e n zie a  c o p y  f or  t h eir  r e c or ds  o n  w hic h  S a dler  wr ot e  i n  t h e  

d at e a n d m ar k e d /s/ o n t h e si g n at ur e li n e s.    

1 3 4.  O n  S e pt e m b er  2 5,  2 0 1 9,  S a dler  wr ot e  a  lett er  of  r e pr e s e nt ati o n  t o  Little  T ots  

D a y c ar e a n d Pr e s c h o ol  st ati n g,    

T his  is  t o  a d vis e  y o u  t h at  w e  r e pr e s e nt  T ar a  M c K e n zie  f or  t h e  d a m a g e s  a n d  
i nj urie s  t o  h er  s o n  [ N P]  at  y o ur  d a y c ar e  o n  A u g ust  6, 2 0 1 9.  [ ¶]  W e  ar e  n o w  
c olle c ti n g i nf or m ati o n  t h at  will  e n a ble  us  t o  gi v e  t his  m att er  a  m e a ni n gf ul  
e v al u ati o n.  W h e n  t his  w or k  is  c o m plet e d,  w e  will  c o nt a ct  y o u  a g ai n.  I n  t h e  
i nt eri m, ple a s e f or w ar d t his lett er t o y o ur i ns ur a n c e c arrier or att or n e y a s s o o n 
a s  p os si ble  a n d  h a v e  t h e m  c o nt a ct  m e.  If  w e  h a v e  n ot  h e ar d  fr o m s o m e o n e  
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wit hi n  3 0  d a ys,  w e  will  b e  f or c e d  t o  file  s uit  a g ai nst  y o u  p ers o n all y  a n d  t h e  
b usi n e s s.  

1 3 5.  T h e  C LI O  ti m eli n e  r e p ort  f or  t h e  N P  m att er  s h o w s t w o  e ntrie s cr e at e d  o n  

S e pt e m b er 2 5, 2 0 1 9 b y S a dler.   

1 3 6.  O n e of  t h e  S e pt e m b er 2 5, 2 0 1 9 e ntrie s st at e s , “ C a s e O p e n e d .” T h e ot h er st at e s , 

“ L O R [ L ett er of R e pr e s e nt ati o n]  t o D a y c ar e. ”   

1 3 7.   T h e C LI O r e c or ds d o n ot r efle ct t h at S a dler p erf or m e d a n y ot h er w or k o n N P’s 

c a s e.   

1 3 8.  M c K e n zie  a n d  S a dler  di d,  h o w e v er,  c o m m u nic at e  fr o m  ti m e  t o  ti m e  via  

F a c e b o o k m e s s e n g er . 

1 3 9.  O n  N o v e m b er  1, 2 0 1 9, w hile  c o m m u nic ati n g  a b o ut  s ettli n g  a  diff er e nt  p ers o n al 

i nj ur y  m att er  t h at  S a dler  w a s  h a n dli n g  f or  M c K e n zie, S a dler  wr ot e, “ W e  will c o nti n u e  o n  wit h  

t h e d a y c ar e c a s e. ”   

1 4 0.  O n  A u g ust  1 4,  2 0 2 0,  M c K e n zie  wr ot e  S a dler  a b o ut  y et  a n ot h er  le g al m att er .    

I n t h e c o urs e of t h at c o m m u nic ati o n,  S a dler st at e d, “I a m still  w or ki n g  o n t h e d a y c ar e is s u e. ”  

1 4 1.  O n  J a n u ar y  7,  2 0 2 1,  M c K e n zie  wr ot e  S a dler  a s ki n g  f or  a n  u p d at e  o n  t h e  

pr o gr e s s  of N P’s c a s e, n oti n g  o n g oi n g  pr o ble ms  wit h  N P’s le g.    

1 4 2.  S a dler di d n ot r e s p o n d.  

1 4 3.  O n  F e br u ar y  2 2,  2 0 2 1,  M c K e n zie  wr ot e  S a dler  a b o ut  a  diff er e nt  m att er,  b ut  

n ot e d t h at S a dler h a d n ot r e s p o n d e d t o t h e pri or m e s s a g e a b o ut N P.  

1 4 4.  O n  M ar c h  7, 2 0 2 1, M c K e n zie  wr ot e  S a dler  a s ki n g, “ Ar e  w e  d oi n g  a n yt hi n g  or  

n ot ?  It’s b e e n a y e ar a n d a h alf wit h n o a ns w ers a n d m y 4 yr ol d s o n w a ki n g u p i n p ai n at le a st 

3- 4 ni g hts a w e e k cr yi n g a b o ut it. ”   

1 4 5.  S a dler  r e s p o n d e d, “I  a m still r e s e ar c hi n g  h o w  t o g o a b o ut pr o vi n g it h a p p e n e d at 
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t h e d a y c ar e. ”   

1 4 6.  M c K e n zie p oi nt e d S a dler t o e vi d e n c e i n cl u di n g a t e xt fr o m t h e d a y c ar e pr o vi d er 

a d mitti n g  it di d h a p p e n t h er e, a n d d a y c ar e si g n i n s h e ets.   

1 4 7.  T h e n e xt d a y S a dler r e s p o n d e d, “ Y e s, b ut I a m l o o ki n g f or a n e x p er t.  I’ll r e a c h 

o ut t o y o u  lat er t his w e e k. ”  

1 4 8.    S a dler di d n ot r e a c h o ut t o M c K e n zie a s pr o mis e d.  

1 4 9.  O n  J ul y  2,  2 0 2 1,  M c K e n zie  wr ot e  S a dler  c o m plai ni n g  a b o ut  t h e  la c k  of  

r e s p o ns e.   

1 5 0.  S a dler di d n ot r e s p o n d.   

1 5 1.  O n J ul y  4, 2 0 2 1,   M c K e n zie wr ot e S a dler st ati n g  

S o  I  t a k e  it  y o u’r e  i g n ori n g  m e  n o w ?   W h y  di d  y o u  a gr e e  t o  t a k e  t h e  c a s e  if  
y o u h a d z er o i nt e nti o n of w or ki n g it ? ? W h at d o I h a v e t o d o t o g et y o u off t h e 
c a s e  a n d  s o m e o n e  els e  o n  it.   W ell, I  c a n  fi n d  m y  o w n  la w y er, b ut  c a n  y o u  
ple a s e  si g n  s o m et hi n g  r e m o vi n g  y o urs elf  s o  I  c a n  o bt ai n  a n  att or n e y  w h o  is  
a ct u all y  g oi n g  t o d o t h e w or k ?  

1 5 2.  O n  J ul y  5,  2 0 2 1,  S a dler  r e s p o n d e d,  “I  d o  n ot  b elie v e  y o u  c a n  pric e  w h at  

h a p p e n e d.   W e  w er e  j ust  r e vie wi n g  t h e  c a s e  s o  y o u  d o n’t  n e e d  a n yt hi n g  t o  g et  a n ot h er  

att or n e y. ”   

1 5 3.  M c K e n zie  r e s p o n d e d  t h at  t h e  c a s e  w a s  n ot  a b o ut  t h e  m o n e y  b ut  a b o ut  m a ki n g  

s ur e a n ot h er c hil d  di d  n ot g et h urt,  a n d a s k e d f or a d diti o n al  f oll o w  u p.  

1 5 4.   S a dler di d n ot r e s p o n d f urt h er.  

1 5 5.  At  a b o ut  t h at  s a m e  ti m e, S a dler  w a s  i n  t h e  pr o c e s s  of  s elli n g  t h e S a dler  I nj ur y  

L a w Gr o u p.    

1 5 6.  O n  A u g ust  3,  2 0 2 1,  t h e  n e w  o w n er  of  t h e  S a dler  I nj ur y  L a w  Gr o u p  wr ot e 

M c K e n zie  a d visi n g  of  t h e  s ale  a n d  a s ki n g  if  M c K e n zie  wis h e d  t o  “ c o nti n u e  y o ur  
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r e pr e s e nt ati o n ”  t hr o u g h  t h e  n e w  fir m  o n  t h e  s a m e  t er ms  a s  t h e  pr e vi o us  a gr e e m e nt  wit h  t h e 

S a dler I nj ur y  L a w  Gr o u p.    

1 5 7.  M c K e n zie d e ci d e d t o c o nti n u e N P’s r e pr e s e nt ati o n wit h t h e n e w fir m.  T h e c a s e 

is o n g oi n g. 

R e s p o n d e nt’s  mis r e p r e s e nt ati o ns   t o  O D C  d u ri n g  t h e   dis ci pli n a r y  i n v e s ti g ati o n  a n d 
m a ni p ul ati o n  of t h e  C LI O r e c o r ds  

1 5 8.  M c K e n zie  file d a  grie v a n c e  wit h O D C r e g ar di n g  S a dler’s  f ail ur e  t o  t a k e  a cti o n  

o n  N P’s c a s e.  

1 5 9.  O n  S e pt e m b er  1 0, 2 0 2 1, S a dler  r e s p o n d e d  t o  M c K e n zie’s  grie v a n c e  b y  d e n yi n g  

t h at S a dler e v er r e pr e s e nt e d M c K e n zie wit h r e s p e ct t o N P’s i nj ur y  at d a y c ar e. 

1 6 0.  S a dler’s r e s p o ns e t o O D C st at e d  i n r ele v a nt p art: 

I w o ul d first li k e  t o m a k e  it cle ar t h at I n e v er r e pr e s e nt e d Ms.  M c K e n zie  o n 
t h e r ef er e n c e d d a y c ar e c a s e f or h er s o n. . . . Ms. M c K e n zie a s k e d m e a b o ut a 
p ot e ntial  clai m  f or  i nj ur y  t o  h er  s o n.  S h e  e x plai n e d  t h e  f a cts  of  t h e  p ot e ntial  
clai m  t o  m e.  I n  m y  o pi ni o n, t h e f a cts di d n ot s u p p ort a clai m a s t h er e w a s n o 
w a y t o pr o v e h o w t h e i nj ur y h a p p e n e d or w h er e it h a p p e n e d. [ ¶ ] I d e cli n e d t o 
t a k e t h e c a s e. T h er e w a s n e v er a f e e a gr e e m e nt (r e q uir e d i n c o nti n g e nt c a s e s) 
or  a n y  ot h er  f or ms  f or  r e pr e s e nt ati o n.  I n  a d diti o n, t his  w a s  c o m m u nic at e d  t o  
h er  s e v er al ti m e s.  T h e  la st  ti m e  it  w a s  c o m m u nic at e d  w a s  i n  J ul y,  via  t e xt,  
w h e n  s h e  a s k e d  f or  a n y  file  m at erials  s o  s h e  c o ul d  tr y  t o  fi n d  a n  att or n e y.  I  
r e mi n d e d h er t h at I h a d n o file  m at erial a s I n e v er r e pr e s e nt e d h e r or h er s o n 
f or  t h at  m att er.  [ ¶]  I  d o  n ot  b elie v e  I  h a d  a n  o bli g ati o n  t o  c o m m u nic at e  m or e  
wit h h er a s s h e w a s n ot m y clie nt.  

1 6 1.  M c K e n zie s e nt  a  r e pl y  t o O D C st ati n g t h at S a dler w a s b ei n g u ntr ut hf ul a n d t h at 

t h er e w a s a si g n e d  f e e a gr e e m e nt.   

1 6 2.  O D C  e m aile d  M c K e n zie’s  r e pl y  t o  S a dler  o n  S e pt e m b er  1 4,  2 0 2 1  at  

a p pr o xi m at el y  1 0: 1 4  a. m.   

1 6 3.  T h e  C LI O  r e c or ds  i n  N P’s  c a s e  r efle ct  t h at  at  1 0: 1 8  a. m.  t h at  d a y,  S a dler  

a c c e s s e d  t h e  C LI O  r e c or ds , d o w nl o a d e d  a  c o p y  of  t h e  lett er  of  r e pr e s e nt ati o n  t h at  S a dler  h a d  
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s e nt t o t h e  d a y c ar e  c e nt er, a n d r e m o v e d a n d/ or  att e m pt e d  t o  r e m o v e  t h e  “ C a s e  O p e n e d ”  n ot e  

t h at S a dler h a d e nt er e d o n S e pt e m b er 2 5, 2 0 1 9.   

1 6 4.  T h e latt er tr a ns a cti o n w a s r efle ct e d i n  C LI O a s f oll o w s:    

 

1 6 5.  At  a p pr o xi m at el y  1 1: 1 4  a. m.  t h at  d a y,  S a dler  s e nt  O D C  a n  e  m a il  st a ti n g  i n  

r ele v a nt p art, “ T h e o nl y r e s p o ns e I h a v e is t h at a f e e a gr e e m e nt w a s n e v er e x e c ut e d.  I s e nt o n e 

lett er t o s e e  if t h e  d a y c ar e  h a d i ns ur a n c e  w hile  I r e vie w e d t h e  c a s e.   I e nf or c e d [sic] t h e clie nt 

t h at I w a s n ot i nt er e st e d i n t h e c a s e b y p h o n e a n d t e xt. ”   

1 6 6.  A s of o n S e pt e m b er 1 4, 2 0 2 1 , t h e C LI O r e c or ds f or N P’s c a s e w er e m ai nt ai n e d 

b y t h e fir m t h at h a d p ur c h a s e d t h e S a dler I nj ur y L a w Gr o u p.    

1 6 7.  S a dler’s  a c c e s s t o C LI O w a s dis a ble d  aft er t h at.  

C O U N T  8 

1 6 8.  B y  f aili n g  t o  t a k e  a n y  m e a ni n gf ul a cti o n  o n  N P’s c a s e  aft er t h e  i nitial lett er of 

r e pr e s e nt ati o n, S a dler  vi olat e d  R P C  1. 3. 

C O U N T  9 

1 6 9.  B y  f aili n g  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  M c K e n zie’s  r e a s o n a ble  r e q u e sts  f or  i nf or m ati o n  a b o ut  

t h e  st at us  of  t h e  c a s e  a n d/ or  b y  pr o vi di n g  f als e  i nf or m ati o n  t o  M c K e n zie  a b o ut  a cti o ns  S a dle r 

p ur p ort e dl y  w a s t a ki n g  t o m o v e  t h e c a s e f or w ar d, S a dler  vi olat e d  R P C 1. 4  a n d/ or  R P C 8. 4( c).  

C O U N T  1 0  

1 7 0.  B y  f als el y  st ati n g  t o  O D C  t h at  S a dler  di d  n ot  r e pr e s e nt  M c K e n zie  wit h  r e s p e ct  

t o N P’s i nj ur y,  S a dler  vi olat e d  R P C 8. 1( a) a n d/ or  R P C 8. 4( c). 



A m e n d e d F or m al C o m pl ai nt

P a g e 1 9  
O F FI C E O F DI S CI P LI N A R Y C O U N S E L

W A S HI N G T  O N S T  A T  E B A R A S S O CI A T I O N  
1 3 2 5 4t h A v e n u e, S uit e 6 0 0  
Se attl e, W A  9 8 1 0 1 -2 5 3 9  

( 2 0 6) 7 2 7-8 2 0 7  

               1  

2  

3  

4  

5  

6

7

8  

9  

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6

1 7

1 8  

1 9  

2 0  

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

 

C O U N T  1 1  

1 7 1.  B y r e m o vi n g  a n d/ or  att e m pti n g  t o  r e m o v e  t h e  e ntr y  fr o m C LI O t h at N P’s c a s e 

h a d  b e e n  o p e n e d  i n  S e pt e m b er  2 0 1 9,  S a dler vi olat e d  R P C  8. 4( a)  ( att e m pt  t o  vi olat e  R P C)  

a n d/ or  R P C 8. 4( c).  

 

T H E R E F O R E, Dis ci pli n ar y  C o u ns el r e q u e sts  t h at  a  h e ari n g  b e  h el d  u n d er  t h e  R u le s f or 

E nf or c e m e nt  of  L a w y er  C o n d u ct.   P os si ble  dis p ositi o ns  i n cl u d e  dis ci pli n ar y  a cti o n,  pr o b ati o n,  

r e stit uti o n,  a n d a s s e s s m e nt of t h e c osts a n d e x p e ns e s of t h e s e pr o c e e di n gs. 

 

D at e d  t his  2 0t h   d a y of J a n u ar y, 2 0 2 2. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
J o a n n e S. A b els o n,  B ar  N o. 2 4 8 7 7  
M a n a gi n g  Dis ci pli n ar y  C o u ns el  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
J o a n n e S. A b els o n,  B ar




