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DISCIPLIIIARY BOAR

BSFORE'il.IE
SCIPLINARY BOARD

OF THE
WASI.IING' S"TATE BAR ASSOCIATION

In re Proceeding No. I 3#00041

STIPULA]'ION TO DISBARMENTMAGOR JULI.AN I)

Lawyer (Bar No. 37505).

Under Rule 9.1 of tlre Rules for Enforcement of Lawyer Conduct (E[.C), the following

Stipulation to disbarment is entered J*ro by the Washington State Bar Association (Association),

through disciplinary counsel Erica and Respondent lawycr fulagor Julian Denes'

Respondent underslands he is entitled under the S[,C to a hearing, to present

exhibits and witnesses on his be{ralf, and 1o have a hearing officor deterntine the facts,

nriscondust and sanction in this ras[. R**pondent furtlrer uriderstaild$ thal he is entitled under

the ELC to appeal the gutcome of a hearing to the Disqiplinary Board, atrd, in cettain cases' the

Supreme Court. Respondent furth{r understands that a hearing and appeal could result in an

outcome more favorable or less favorable to him. Respondent chooses to resoive this

proceeding norv by entering into tfe following stipulation to factsn misconduct and sanction to

avoid the risk, time, and expense at{endant to further proceedings.

WASHINCTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION
I3?5 4'h Avenue, Suit€ 600

Seatllc, WA 98101-2539
QA6)72'1-8207
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concealing or in any wily disposing df any propetty. '."

4, On .fanuary 2, 2009, Re[pondent liled a Notice of Appcarance oll behall'of Mr.

Romano. On January 6, 2009, Mr. Rornano gave Respondent a check in ths amount of $25'000

's IOLTA-I account on that sarne date.

5. Mr. Romano sought Resfondent's assistance in hiding assets {'rom Ms. Rcrnano,

6. On Jnnunry ?, 200g, th{ court renewed the December 29, 2008 order relnting to

property. Resporrdent signed the

"1, On January 20, 2009, wrote B check in the amoulrt of $4,500, drawn on

for "legal fees.*' As ol'tiris cliite,

The check was deposited inta Rc

8. Belrveen February 4, ?0$9 and April 7,2409,

Romano or Wendell Scott Developinent, wer'e depasited

The amount ol'thcse checks totaled $i61,939.22.

Sripularion to Disc ipline
Page 2

nclent had an IOt.'fA accourtt endirrg in 4971 (IOLTA-l)'

l4 clrccks, mnde payable to either Mr.

into Respondenl's IOLTA'l account.

WASI{INCTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION
1325 4th A.venue, Suite 600
Seattle. WA 98101-?539

(?06) 72?-1120?

his IOLTA-I aecount, nrade payao-l{ to "cash." He gave the nroney to Mr" Romano'



rcrfulr +'

ons ano pro

l0.On April 24. ?009. Respbndsnt file<i Mr. Ron:anoos l;inancial Declaration, listing

,,'l'otal Gross Monthly Income" as $6,?45.00, "cash on hand" as $?00.00 and "oll deposit in

banks', as $500.00. In llact, as ol'thdt date, frnds in Respondent's IOL'fA-l account bclonging

to h{r. Rnr:lano tataled $47,i?3.?2.

I l. In a ssparerte declaration on April 24, ?ACI?, on Respondent's letterheacln Mr'

tlre fact that I curcnily orvn $350,000 rvorth eif stock.

Iong time ago ta meet both business and pcrsonal

obligations."

12. On May 8, 2009, Resp[ndent opened a new IOLTA &ccounl ending in 7735

gOLT"A-Z). On that samc clate, he deposited a check, made payable to Mr. Romailo, in thc

amounl of $32g,663.44 into rhis nc[ount. 'fhis represented the stock sale proceeds that Mr.

Rrrrlano clainrccl on April ?4, 2009 {o haue already sold. Respondetrl also deposiled a check in

rhe amount of $633.16, clrawn on thd United States Treasury and macle pnyable to Wendell Scotl

Developrnent.

13. Ms. Hpler made several pts to compel Respondent and Mr' Itomano to provide

accounling inforn:ration lbr Wendell Development, bttt they producecl nothing. On June l,

?009" Respo*clenl provided Ms. with his version of an accounting eif the funds held in

trust. It was entitled "ROM ilIVORCE- CONTESTED ITUNDS." It llsted only a

.51 . The clocument clid not disclnse any other deposits'February 20, 2009 deposit ol-$34,

14, On June 10, 2009, Mr. Rornano I'rled a declaration on Respondent's lettcrhead,

slating in part th*tr "Because of the economy, my business is still stagnant, ancl the rentni
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9, Meanwhile, bctrveen

cash flrom IOL'|*\-l or"r six occasi

Romana stated- ".lulia lras nri

The fact is that I had sold the

Stiptrlatiorr to Discipline
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?009 and April 17, 2009, Responclenl withdrerv

vided tlre I'unds, lotaling $?0,170, to N4r. ftortlano,

WASHINGTON STATF, BAR ASSOCIATION
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ineomc is the only linaneial source money I have,"

15. On June 23,2009, R

N,lr, Ron:ano sl his requesl

nt q,ithdrerv $9.800 iron: IOLTA-? and provicled it to

16. On June 30, 2009, withdrew from representing hlr, Romano.

17. On.luly 8, 2009, pu to a coud order, Respondent senl Ms' Hplcr a check in tltc

Julia Romano, signed by Respondent, drawn on IOLTA-l'amount of $ 10,000, made payablc ttr

rvitlr the memo line "Romano trust

belonging to Mr. Romano tcmained

lOLl"A-2 account.

t- $?4,203.51 balance remaining." ln fact, 527,$23.22

n liis IOLTA*l account, and $319,176,98 rernained in his

18, On Jr.rly 16, 2009, Res

provided thern to Mr. Romano.

t withclrew all of the funds remaining in trOLlA-2 and

| 9. On October 7, 2009, the ordered that all funds held in trust by Respondent be

transferred to Ms. Enler. On Octo 8, ?009, Respondent provided a cashier's check in the

amount of $?4,203,51, drawn on L'tA-l, to Ms. Epler. This left a balance of $2,819'71

belonging to Mr, Romano in IOLTA

20. During or about Janualy 10, Ms. Epler, in an attempt to determine what asscts had

been held by Mr. Romano, served bpoe*as on the sources of income and banks noted on Mr'

Rcspondent signed a declaration about the saurce of the

??. Responclent returned the to Ms. Epler, dated February 5, ?010. signed by

him under penalty of perjury, The {eclararion stated that Respondent lvas the ascount orvner of

a US llank Account ending in 7735 bnd that this was his IOLTA account'

Romano's tax return.

21, At Ms. Epler's requesl,

money in I0LTA-Z.

Stiput*tion to Piscipline
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?3. Respondent added the fo w'ing language in his own lrandrvriting: On 5/1812009' I

lhis accotutt fi'otn &'{r. llomana. I did nat inetuire v'hererercivecl $3 i0,26CI. 60 tor deprtsit i,

the moncy cume from r!{)t' u'fiT I tokl.

?4.'lhe fi$t sentence was a

$, ?009, nol May 18, ?009.

htse statement; Respondent deposited the money on May

25.'l'he second sentence a false statement; Responderrt had a.sked Mr. I{omano

r. Romano had provided hirn with inforrnation about tlreabout the soutce of the funds irnd

source.

26. ]'lrc Associatiott's audi revierved Respondent'$ trust account rscords from .lanuary

l, 2009 through October 31 , 2009,

27. During this time peri 17 instances, Respontlent withdrew cash at the bank

totaling $20,983.62,

28. Respondent faile{ to maifrtain a complete and accurate clreck registel as reql,rired by

RpC l.lStl(aXl), failed to maintainlinclividual client ledgers as required by RPC l.l5B(aX2)'

failed to reconcile lt'ust ascount as required by RPC l.l5A(hx6), and tuiled to keep

copies ol'reconciliation reports as reduired by RPC I ' I5B(aX8).

29.'l'he auclitor found that nt did not pey Mr. Romano all funds due to him,

'fhe reconstructisn of lvlr. Rornano'$ flunds show a balance in trust in t]re amollnt of $2'S19.71:

funds thnt have not been refitnded to Mr. Romano.

trIT. STIflULATION TO I\{ISCONDUCT

30. l3y repeatedly depositing Mr. Romano's funcis into his IOLTA accounts, providing

him lvirh cash, Iiling pleaclings that ctid nol accurately reflect Mr. Romano's financial situation,

and misleacling Ms. Epler about t$e amount in trust, all in an effort to assist his client in

Sripulation 1o Discipline
Pagc 5
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32. Respondent rnade a t:alst stalement, under penalty of perjury, about his knowledge

of rhe source of funds belolging to Mr. Roma:ro, Respondent violated RPC 8.4{b) (through a

violatiorr of RCW 9A.72.040, False $wearing) and RPC 8.4(c).

33. By lhiling to nraint"ain lOLl?, account recotds as required by the RPC, withdrawing

cash, an4 failing to refund all funds belonging to lrdr, Rornano, Respondent violated RPC

LlSB(a)(l),RPC l.l5B(aX2),RPC 1.15A(hX6),RPC 1,1sB(a)(S),RPC 1.15A(hX5)'aridRPC

l,lsA(O.

IV. PRIOR DISCNLINE

34. Respondent has no Prior

V. AI'PLI ATION OF ABA STA.NPARDS

35. The following Arneri Bar Association S,tppdards for Intposing Lflwyer S.p.nptions

(1991 ed. & Feb. 1992 Supp.) applY this case:

36. ABA $tandard 6.1 ( as Appendix A) is most applicable to conduct that is

prejudicial to the administration f justice or that involves dishonesty, fraud, deceit, or

misrepresentation to a court (vi of RPC 1.2(cl), R}C 3.3(a)(2), RPC 4'l(a), RPC 4.1(b)'

and RPC 8.4(d)).

37, Responclent knew thal l'ie rvas submitting false statements to the court and opposing

counsel.

Respondent violated RPC l.?(d), RPC a.1(a), RPC 4.1(b),

finarrces llral rl'ere withheld

Respondertt violated RPC

WASHINCTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATTON
1325 46 Avenuen Suite 600
Seattle. W.4 98101-2539

(?06) 7?7-8207
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concealing assets from Ms.

RPC 8.4{c}, and I{PC 8,4(d).

31, Respondenl knerv materibl facts about Mr. Romano's

I'rorn the collrt, and failed to discl[se those faets to tlre court.
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38, This caused potential se{ious ir:jury to Ms. Romano, u4ro was entitled, by coutt

order, to full disclosure of Mr' 's assets.

39. The presumptive sanction is disbannent.

40. ABA S"randard 5.1 (anactred as Appendix A) is most applicable to cases invalving

comnrissisn of a crimined act that reffects adrnersely on the lalvyer's honesty, trustrvorthincss' or

fitness n.s a lawyer in otheruespcctis, or iR cases with conduct involving dislronesly, liaud,

cleqcit, or misrepresent&tion (violations of RPC B'4(b) and RPC 8'4(c))'

41. Respondent committe$ tlle crinre of False Swearing. 'fhe presurnptive sarrction is

disbarnrcnt.

42. ABA Sfanclald 4.1 (atlashed as Appendix A) is most applicable to the cluty lo deal

appropriately wiih clicnt property'

43, Respondent was negligent in keeping proper IOLTA records.

44, Tlere was injury to Mr. ftomano, who was not provided 
"vith 

$2,819.71 to which

w&s entitled. There was potenti{il injury to other clients clue to Respondent's lack

recordl*eeping.

45. The presumptive sanctio+ is rcprimand,

46. The following aggravatir{g factors apply under ABA $tandarcls Section 9.22:

(b) dishonest or sPlfish motive.

4?. The following r*itigating factors apply under ABA $lqndards Section 9.3?:

(a) absence o{'a $rior disciplinary record;

(f) incxperience in the practice of law [Responclent was admitted to practice

in 20061.

48. On balance the aggravating and mitigating faclors do not require a depaflure from

he

o1'

Stipul*tion to Discipline
Page 7
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the presumptivs sanctioli.

vt. [PUI,ATED DISCII}I"I NIE

49. The pafiies stipulate thal shall be disbarred f'crr his coneluct.

TI. ITESTITUTION

50. Respondent agrces to p+y restitutionto Scott Ronr*no in tlre smount of $2,819.71.

Reinstalernent li'om clishalment is cofirditioned on payment of rustitutiort.

VIII. COSTS ANT} EXPENSES

5l.In light ol'Responclent's rvilliugness to resolve this motter by stipulation at an early

stage r:f the proccedings, Responclertrt shnll pay attorney fues and ad*rinistrative costs of $500 in

accorclance with ELC 13"9(i). 1'he flssociation will seek a mcrncy judgrnent under ELC 13.9(l)

if these costs are not paiel within 3p clays of approval of this stipulation. Reinstaterner':t from

disbannent is conditionecl on t ol'costs.

or lo entering into this Stiprrlation he had an opportunity to

consult independent legai ceiunsel garcling this Stipulation, that Respandent is entering into

this Stipulation voluntarily, and t no prontises or threats have becn nrade by the Association,

induce the Respondent to enter into this Stipulation exceptnor by any representative thereo[ t

as provided herein.

X. LIMITA"I'IONS

53. This Stinulation is a ise agrcement intendeci to tesolve this matter in

with the purpose$ of lapycr cliscipline rvhilc svaiding further proceedings and the

of additional rcsourcps by the Respondent and the Association- Both the

larvyer and the Associqrion acknou,ledge that the result al'tcr I'urther proceedings in

accordance

expenditure

Respondent

Stipulation to Discipline
Page 8
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54. This Stipulariein is not birJding upon the Assosiatiott or the respottdenl as a s$tenrenl

of all existing facts relating tCI the professional condttct of the rcspondent larvy$, and any

adclitionnl exisring facrs nray be provpn in an;' subsequent disciplinary proceedings'

55.'l'his Sfipulation results frorn the consideration of various lbctors b1' both partiesJ

irtclucling the berrnfirs to borlr by proinpt!;r re'solving this matter ivithoul the timc and expense al'

hearings, Disciplinary lloard appeals, and Suprenre Courl appeals or petitiolls lbr revierv. As

such, approyat of this Stipulation wlill not constitute preccclent in dctern:ining tlre appropriate

snnction to bc irnposed in otlrer caqbs; but, if approved, this Stipulation will be adrnissible in

subsequenl proceedings against R]espondeut to the same cxtent fls any other appr0ved

Stipulation.

56. Unclcr Disciplinary Bo4rct policy, in aclclition to the Stipulation, the Disciplinary

Board strall have available to it for 0onsicleration all documents th8t the parties agree to submit

ro the Disciplinary lloarcl, ancl all public clocunrents. Under.S[,C 3.1(b), all docttnrents tltat

fbrm tlie record befare the Board frr its review become pubtic infonnation on approval of the

Stipulation by the Boarcl, unless disllosure is restricted by order or rule of law.

57. If this Stipulation rs by the Disciplinary Iloard and Suprerne Court,

be fullowecl by the disciplinary acd[n agreed to in this Stipulation. All rrotices reeluired

Rules fbr llnhrcemetrt of Lawyer C$nduct rvill be made.

it will

in the

ved by the Disciplinary Board and Suprerne Cotlrt, this

su}:sequent disciplinnrY

WAS}-I INSI"ON STATE I}Af{ ASSOCIAI'ION
1325 4tl' Avenue, Suite 600
seatrle, wA 981CI1-?539

(?06) ???-8?07

'ect, and neither it *or the fact of its execution q'ill be

admissible as evidence in the disciplinary proceediug, in anY

proceeding, or itt any civil or cri

58. ll'this Stipulalion is not

Stipulatir:n will have no force or

$itipulation to Discipline
Page 9
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WI-IEREITORE rire undersignpd being fully advised, adopt and aglee to this Stipulation

Darcd: 441 40t7

Darecl:*{s=

Stipularion to Discipline
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Erica'i'en':ple, Ilar No. ?845

Disciplinary Counsel


