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D] SC' IPI,IN ARY BOA It I)

oF'l'l-tLi
WASI"I INC'I'ON S"I"AI"E I]AIT ASSOCIA'IION

ln re

Marriya Christinc lVright,

Larv-yer (Bar No. 36;i74).

Prcrceecling No. 16 * 0 00 4,
ODC File No. l4-01299

SlIPULNI'ION 1'O TWO.YEAR
SI.JSPITNSION

Oljl:|(ll:: Otj l)|SC|Pl.h-ARY (lotlNSIr.l. Oir l lII
wASIIINC',I 0N S1'A1"[ l]Alt AssoclAl'lON

I J :5 4'r' Avcnue. suit!' 6(x)

Scdtllc. WA 9tll0l'1539
(206\ 127 -8207

Lincter Rule 9,1 o{'the l{ulcs fbl Enlbrcentent ot' l,arvy'er Conduct (ELC), the following

Stipglatiol to Trvo-Year Suspension is entercd into by the Ol'f.rce of Disciplinary Cournsel

(ODC) ql'the Was[irrgron Stnte Bar Association (Association) through Managing Disciplinary

Cournsel Joar1111c S. Abelson, Responclent Marriya Chlistine Wrighr, arrct llespondent's counsel

Ivliltorr 6. Ilorvland.

li"cs1:onclent urrclerstancls thnt she is entitlccl rtnclet' lhe fit,Cl to a hcaring, to present

cxhibits and nitnesscs on hcr bchall. ancl to ltavc a hcaring tlltLcer determine the t'acts,

prisconcluct ancl sanction in this case, Ilespondcnt ltrrthcrrurclcmtancls that she is entitlecl under

tlre El-C lo appcal thc or.rtconre of a hearing to tlre Disciplinnr',v lSoarcl. and, itt cerlain cases, tlte

Suprcmc Cotrrt. Rc.sponcjent tilrther unclcrstancls that a hcaring and appeal could result in an

Stipulation lo'l'rvo-Ycal Suspctrsion
l)att'e I
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outcollte nrorc lirrlorablc or lcss thvorable to her. Responclent clrooses to resolve this proceecling

rrow by crrtcring into the f'ollowing stipulaticln to tacts. misconduct and sanction to avtlicl the

lisk, timc. cxpcllsc, and publicity altcndiut tct litrthcr procccclirtgs.

I. Al)MISSION 1"O l')ltAcT'lclil

l. Ilcsponc'lcnr *'as adnrittecl to practice larv in the State oli Washinglot'l ort Junc 16.

2005,

II. STIPUI,ATIID FAC'I'S

2. i\t all relevant tirnes. I{espclndent u,as a deputy prosecul.or rvitlr tlte Sprrkane C<lunty

Prosecutiug Attolncy's O llicc.

3. ln 2010, I{csponclent prosecutccl Matthc'rv lJaumrucket' lbr violating a domestic

virllcncc orclcr. [.le pleaclccl guilty to a lnisdcmcanor. 41 the time Mr. lJautut'ucker's larvyer

askcd Resppnclcnr to meet rvith Mr. Baumruckcr so she cottlcl hear his lilb stoly.

4. N,lr'. lJarrnrruckef l'tad othcr convictiorrs ovel thc 1'cars. including lclony cottvictions.

but ltesponclent r.vas not assigned to proset'tlte those cases.

5. As 6l'tvlarch 3, 2014. N4r. Ilaunrnrckcr hacl outstandittg arresl $'arrants frotn tlte

I)cpafi ment o I Correc t i o ns atttJ S pokarte Cotlnt,v S u perior C'ottt'l.

6. Accorclirrg to policc rcports. on thc rnorning of'March l.20l4. Mr. IJaumrucker

thrcatenecl soll'lL-otls.'"vith a gurr trnd ran tc) a rrearbl'apartntcrll. The victirn called the policc artcl

clilectecl thc responcliug ol'liccrs to thc apartmcnt n'hcrc hc sa\v Ml. Batttnrucks'r flee. The

policc' knockecl on the apat'tlltent dt:or but lvel'e ttot alltlr+ed inside.

7. llespondcrnt acknorvlcclgcd to lar.r, cnfblccrlcnt authorities that Mr. Battmrucker

tclcphoned her th:rn the alr,lrtment. told lrcr the police rvcre looking fbr hinr, ttnd reqttestcd a

StipLr lation to Trr'o-\'clr Suspcnsion
l)agc )

(lljljt('l: Olr l)lSClPl.tN;\RY ('(.,1jNSUl. ()lf lllt
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8, Shortly thereaficr. Respondcnt pickc'd up Mr. llaumrutcker at a gets station across the

strcet ll'onr ihe anartnrcnt arrd clrove hinr to anothcr resiclcnce a couple trtiles arvay. lt was a

snowy clay. ancl llcsponclent clicl not kno',v u,hic,h direction Mr, IJaurnruckcr ancl his girlfi'iend

rvoulcl be corrting li'ont.

9, ln giving lt4r. Bnumrucker a ricle that clay, I{espondent plovicled lratrsportatiott to etn

inclivi<Jual s,horn she kner+ to be a I'eion on courntunity supervisiotr. She linerv that he rvas

bcing sought by larv enlbrccment {br a violation or ltrr violations ol'the lenls olihis commnnity

supcrvision. l3y provicling thc transportatit'rn, she ktterv that shc provided hint a tneans of

avoiding inttnccliatc apprchension by the of liccrs who sougl:t ltim'

10. Altlrough llesponclent wils a\yare when slte gave \4r. IJaumruckcr a ricle that he was

Seing s6uglrl ()lt wzu'rants iu conrtection rvillt probation violatiotts. slte rvottlcl testily that she did

rrot kn<lw'abot[ the alleged assault carlier that moming.

I L Mr. Ilaumruckcr was an'ested ott Maroh 12,2014.

12, Respon<lcnt was not assignecl to Mr. Baumruckcr's casc lrr.rt visiteci him in.iail

multiple tirues irllcr his arrest. r\ccording to law ettlbrcement records. she alstl exchalrged texts

crr phone culls rvith hinr over 1,200 limes betrveen Februrary 6,2014 and March 5,2()14'

13. When the Si:okane Clounty Prosecuting Attorney's Ol'fic'e learned ol'these evenls,

llesponclcnt u,as place<J on admirristrative leave and all cascs involving lt4r'. IJattmruckerwere

sent to otltcr countics itll handlirrg.

14, Rcsponclcnt lcsignecl l:eL posititln with the Spokane County Pr<lsecttting Attorncy"s

0ttice irr Septembcr 2014.

St ipu lation to'l'l,r.r- \'citr Suspcn sicu
l)ugc 3

oltjlc li ()lr Dlscllt'}l.,lNARY C()L.:NSUl.. OIr',l'l II
\Vr\Slll\C InN S'l A fli llz\lt 'ASSOCIAl'lON
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15. 06 Octoher 7.2014. Ilesponclent rvas chargecl in Spol<ane C}lrtttv Distrist Cotrrt with

orlc cgLutl ol'repde ring criminal assistancc itt tlre second clegrec'. a gross tnisdenreanor' RCW

94.76,080(l),9i\.76.050. Statc.v. W-Light. Spokane County'' District Court No, PX 140192'

-l'he clarging d<lcurncnt statctl that Rcspondcttt, "rvith thc itttcttt to pl'e\tc'lrl. hinder. and delay

thc appreftcnsic;r ql' Matthcrv l]aurnrucker. krtor.r'ing that such persoll n'as bcing souglrt fbr

t,icllertigtr ol' paltlle. prcbation, or 0olnmunily sttltn,ision, clicl provicle such pc't'son n'ith

transporlRtion fls rlleans o l' avoiding discovcry atld applchcnsion,"

l(r. ItCW gA.76.0u0(l) urrrkes it o crinrc to |ender crimir.)al assislance ''to sotnetlne

beirrg souglrt lirr violatiun ol'parolc.. prclbation, or conrrutrnity supet'r,isi<ltt." atnong other things'

Thc clctlnitittn of'r.elderilg crirninal assistancc inclucles an "intcnt to Prcvetlt. ltittclcr, or dclay

the apprehcnsi<lu or. prosccr,rtion ol' auother person" by larv c-tilbrcemcnt ol'licials. RCW

9z\.7(:r.050.

17, On Novenrber 25,2014, Resp<lnclcrrt pleadccl guilty to violating ltCW 9z\'76.0t10(l)

as c,hargccl. Shc. was sontenccd ro 364 clays in jaiJ. all of rvhich \\'erc stlspelldcd. and probation'

As part of'the plca agl.eelucltt, Rcsponclent agreed llot to seek trr acce pl tittulc cmployment as a

criurinal proscctttor al an)' sttrtc. lc'deral. clr local levcl'

18. Rcsporrclent woulcl tcstil;- thar sltc ct'rmmtrnicatecl rvitlt N4r'. f]aumrucker as

nrissir;nlrr.rvor'1. ln ?013. hc wrote hcr rcquestins that slre ask people ti'crm ltel churclr to visit

hirn i' iail, Whcn rro ouc clse vvoul<i do so, she clid. 'l'lrc purposc 0l'these colltacts t'as to

nroselvtizc.

19. Rc,spondcnt also rvoulcl tcstily that she gave N4r. IJattnrrucker a ride on

20 14, bccause hc was homeless and rtecded Soltteu'hcre to tal<e a shorver' Bttt

Ivlarclt 3,

she norry

Stipulution lu'l'rvt'r-Year Suspcttsitttt

I)age rl

( )l:1,:l('l 
j ( )lj l)ls('lPl.lN AItY C0t.!NSl:ll. 0l: 1'l ll;
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l.l

Ll.lderstands that. althoggh shc actctJ oul of contpassion, ht'r actitltts cl'osscd tltc linc to illegal

concluct. which shc sinccrelv regrcts.

rIr. s'l'IPl"lLATlON T'O M lSCOND|.JC]'

20. l)1' rcnclering criurinal assistancc to lvlattherv IJartrtrrttcket' in violation ol' RC:W

9A.76.080(l ) and 9A.76,050. Respondent violatcd I{PC 8.1(b) ancl 8.4(d).

IV. PRIOII DISCIPI,INN

2i. Ilespcudetlt has no prior disciplinc.

V. APPI,ICAI'ION O}' AI]A S'I'ANDATTDS

22.'l'5e ltrllou,irrg American llar Associir1i11l1 $lartclards tbr Imposi-trg l.arvyer Sanctions

1lt)!)l ed. & lfcb. 1992 Supp,) appl,v to this casc.'

ABA Stanclarcl -5.I -- liirilure to N4aijrtain Personal lnteguly

5.1 I Disbarntcnt is generalll' trpproprintc u'hcn:

(a) a lal,ycr engages in scrious crirninal cottclrtct. a llecessary elcnrcnt of' wlriclr

i.l.tua.. intcntioual iirtcrl'erence rvith the adnrinistratiorr of .iustice, lalse swearing.

nrisrepresentatioll. liaud, extortion, ntisappropriatiott' or-thelt; or^Ihc salc' distlibtttion or

inrilor:tation ol'coltrollet-l srtbstanccs; or the ilrtcntional killing of'another: or an atlenlpt

or conspiracl'o; stllicitation ol'ttttotlrcr 1o cotltrrit any of these ol1'enses; or

(b) a lurvl,cr cngages iu any other intcntional concluct involving dishclrrest.v-. fi'utld.

clc'ccit, ot' misrcprcseriation that scri<lrrsll' advcrsely rellccts on lhe lanycr's l'itness to

practicc.

5.12 Suspcnsion is generally appropliate'uvltcn a lawl'erknorvirrgly engages in crinrinal

concluct rvlric,h cloes not cc,ritain'thc elcmr."nrs listccl irr Startclard 5.1I and that scriously'

aclvelscly rellects on thc larrl'er's litrtcss to practice'

5.13 Ilcprimnnd is gcnerally appropriate rvhcn a larvyer knorvingly'engagcs in

otlrer coucluct that involves dishclncstl,'. littucl, cleccit, clr lttisrePrcscntation ancl

adr,crsclr- r'eflccts on thc lurvl'cr's litness to practice lrnv'

5,1.1 Adnrouitiolr is gerrcrally,appropriate u,ltcn a larvy'ct'cllgagcs in an1'other collduot

that rellects ach'crscly on the larvycr's fitncss ttl pt'acticc larv'

StipuIirtion to'l'u'tr- Ycitl Sttspcttstctn

l)irgc 5

(JI'l:l('li 0fr DlsclPl.INAllY c'ot!lisl;l- ol:1'l lli
u'A:il tl\(i]'ON 5'l ;\'l li l);\lt ASSOCIIAl-lON

l.l?5 'l'l'Avr'ttuc. Stritc (t(t0

Scrrttle. \\ri\ 9lt l() | -2539
( 206) 727-8?07
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13, Ilcspotrdcnf actecl rvitlr the "intent ttl prcvcnt. hinclcr, or dclal'thc npprchcnsiott ot'

pr6secution" o['Mr.. lJaunrrucker. I{CW 9A.76.050. rvhottr shc kncrv was being sought by la'uv

cnlirrccnrcnt oJ lrcers.

24. Responclent's concluct poterrtially iniurecl larv enlnrcemcr:t ellrrlts to appleltencl Mr'.

lJaunrlrcker., "l'hc crimililljusrice system sul't'ered injury bccause Spokane County hacl to send

tlrc cases involving Mr. lJaunrrucker 1o other counties lbr handling. The profession sull'ers

injur,v- in thc cyes of thc public rvltettever at larvyer violates thc crinlinal lar"''

25. 'l'hc prcsurnptirre sanction is <Jisbarntent ttnder Allr\ Standald 5,1 l(a).

26. No aggravotirlg ltrctors set torth in AIIA Standard 9.22 appl,v to this case.

27.'I-l-te lirllorving nritigatilg lirctors set lbrth irr AI]IA Standarcl 9.3? apply to this case:

(a) absencc ol'a prior disciplinary record;

(c) personal or emotional'piobllnrs lsce explanation attachccl as Appendix A, lbr

which the parlies reclucst a protective order];

(g) charactc'r or reputatioul
(l) rcntorse.

?g, I{csponclent has rccciveci mental hc'alth counseling 1o aclclress the issues that gave

risc to thc conduct set lorth in this stipulation'

29. lt is an aciditional nritigatiug t'actor that Itespcxrcleut has agreed to resolve this matter

at ar early stage of'thc procecclings'

30. l3ascd o1 tlre rnitigatirrg f'actors aucl the airscnce tll'atry aggravating .faclors, the

prcsurttptive sanctiotl slrotrlcl be mitigated ttl a suspcnsion'

VI. STIPI.JLATED DISCIPLINB

31,'l'1e par.ties sripulgte that Resporrclent shall be suspencled liom tlrc;rlactice o['law lbr

l\\'0 \,ears,

Stipu lat ion to'l'r,''o-Year Sttspension

Page (r

otTrtc't.; ot: Dtsc:lPl.,lNAl1\' (lol jNstll. ol-i Tl lli
W..\SL||N(; l'ON S'f.41 |'i llAR ASSOCIi\]'ION

1325 -1rl' Alcnuc. Suilr' 600

Scattlc, Wr\ 9tJ l0l-2539
(206) 127-82Q7
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32. No festitutioll is rcquirecl by this stipttlalitlt't.

VIII. COSI]S AND IIXPIiNSIIS

33, In ligftt of llespondent's rvillingness to rcsc)lve this rlratler by stipulation at an early

stage ol: lhe proceeclings. slre slrall pay attorncl' l'ees and adnrinistrative costs oli $500 in

acc'.Jance with EL,C 13.9(i), 'l'he Association rvill seek a money judgmcrtt unclcr [:1.,C 13.9(l)

if' rhese costs tlre not paid within .i0 clays ol'approval ol'this stipttlation

34. I{cinstnternent li'onr suspcnsion is conditionecl otr paytnent ol'ctlsts.

IX. VOLUN"I'ARY AGIIEIiI\{IINT

35. llesponclent statcs that prior to entering into this Stiptrlation she has consttlted

indepenclcnt legal counscl rcgarcling this Stiputation, that slrc is entering into this Stipulation

voluntarily, ancl thirt no pronriscs or tl]reals hirve been rnaclc' [:y ODC]. the Associettion, nor by

.uy rcprcscntative thereof. to incluce the her to entcr inttl tltis Stipulation except as provided

helein.

36. Once ttll1,' cxccytecl, this Stipulation is a contracl governed by thc legal principles

applicable to contracts, tttcl ma,v not bc trnilaterally revokccl or modified by cither party'

X. LIMITATIONS

.i7, Tlris Stipqlation is a conrpromise agreemenl intcnclecl to resolt'e this matter in

accorclancc rvith the purposcs clf larvyer cliscipline u'hile avoicling t'urther proceedings and the

crpcncliture of aclditional res<lurces by rhe Ilcsponclent and ODC' ISoth the Respondent lawyer

ancl ODCI ackporvle4ge tlat thc rcsglt aller lruther procc,edings in this matter rriight dil't'er I'rom

thc resrrlt agrccd to ltet'cin.

Stipularion lu I'wtt-Year Suspt'ttston

Paqe 7

(.)lrl:l(.'l : (.)lj l)lS('! Pl.I N:\ ltY C:Ol, iNSLil. O|r'f l l I
\vASII Ir*Ci'I()N S l'A'l'l'i It,\lt z\SSOC:1,11'lO\

| .125 ,lrr' r\t'e ttttc, Suili' 60(,

Si:tttlr. w,\ 9l( l0l -?5:t9
(106) 727-l3lf)7
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I lff .'l'his Stipulatiorr is not bincling upou Ol)C' or thc rcsporrdent us a steltelllent ol'all

csisting lircts rclating to tlre prol'essional ct'rncluct ol'tlrc rcspoucletrt larv,vcr. attcl any additional

cxisting titcls 1ta1, !c provctt in atty subsequcnt clisciplirraly proc'cecliugs'

39.'l'his Stipulaticll r.csults lrom thc cousiclelation ot'variotts t'actors lry both paities.

incluclipg t6c bcnclits to both bl,prornptly rcsolving this rnattel rvithout the tirne atrd expcrtse ol'

hearings. Dise iplinari Boarcl appeals. and supreme court irppeals or pctitiolls lbr r:evier'v. As

such. approYal of tlris Stipulation will not constitule prececlcnt iu dctcrnrining the appropriate

sanctiorr to bc irnposccl i5 rrthcr cascs: but, il'irpprovecl, this Stipulrrtion rvill be aclntissible in

subsccluctrt proceeclings against llespottcle'trt ro tllc salne extcllt as an)" othcr approved

Stipulat ion.

40. 1'clcr Disciplilarl, Boar<l policy. in addition to lltc Stipulation' thc Disciplinary

ll.ard shall have availablc to it lbr consicleratiorr nll clocu:trct]ts that tlre parties agt'ee to subnrit

to the Disciplinary Boarcl, and all pu$lic clocuntcnts. I'Jnclcr Il'C 3'l(b), trll docuntents that

li-rrrn the recorcl lrcforc thc lloard flor its revierv become public itlfbrnration on approval of the

Stipulatiol by tlrc lJoarcl. rtulcss clisclgsure is lcstrictecl by orclcr or rule of law'

4l.ll,this Stipulation is apprtl,ed by.'the Disciplinaly l]oarcl and Supreme Court' it will

bc l.llowecl by thc clisciplinar:y, ac,tion agreccl to in this Stiptrlation' All lloticcs requirecl in the

Ilulcs lirr l:nlolccnrent ol'Larvyel Conduct rvilI be tnade'

42. lf,this Stipulation is uot appfovetl by the Disc,iplinar)'Boat'cl atlc'l Supremc CoLrrl' this

Sripr.rlariorr rvill have no ibr.cc ol ell'ect, ancl ucillrcr it rtor thc lhct ol'ils c'xcc'tttiotr u'ill be

acl.rissiblc as cviclcnce in tlrc 1:errcling disciplinar'1'procccdirrg- in any sttLrsc'quettt disciplinafy'

pltlccccling. or itt atty civil ol cLiminal actioll'

Stipulation to I rvo-\'enr Susl:cnsi<ltt

[)agc 8

Olr'H("li ()l' l)lStlll'l.lNr\lt\' ('()tiNSh:t' OF'l l |ll
WASlllNOI'ON S'lA'l l:r llAlt ASSOCIA l'lON

I j25 4'n Avcnur:, Suite 600

Se uttlc. \Y,{ t 8 l0 l-1539
(206) 727'ti2()7
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to Two-Year Suspcnsion as

undersigned being fully adviscd, adopl arrd agrcc lo this Stipulation

set l'orth above.

Stipul0tion to'l'rvo-Ycat' Sttspension
Pagc 9

Joanne S. Abelson, Bar No. 24877

tvf anaging Disciplinaly Counscl

,/ ,,/'
,^,"0, r/ /r//,
Datcd:

OI:TICI: OF DISC:II'I.INARY COUNSHt. OF THIJ

\\tAsHtN(if()N S'r411: UAII AssoclAl'loN
lJJ5 .l'b Avcnurr. Suitc 600
Scottlc. \\rA 9lll0l'?539

(20(t) 727.8?07
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\Vl.l1iRB[lOllE thc uldersignecl bcing tully' advised. adopt artd agfec to this Stipulatiott

to Trvo-Year Suspension as set li)rth above'

Datcd:

lvlarril'a Chlistine
Rcspondcnt

\Vright, llar No. 363'l I

Datcd:

N4ilton C. I{orvland, Bar No' 15625

C'clurrsel lbl ilespondent

iS, Abelson, Bar No. 24877

ing Disciplinary Counsel

Stiprrlation to'T'rvo-Year Strspettsion
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