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In re

PATIIICK I(IM,

Larvyer (Bar No. 35036).

l, Patrick Kim, declarc as lollorvs:

l. I am ovcr the age of eighlccn years and am conipelent. I make the statements in

this declaration flom personal knowledge.

?. I was aehnittccl ro practice larv in the State of Washington on June 14, 2004.

3. I was served with a Forrmal Conrplaint and Notice to Answer in this rnatter on July

31,2017.

4. Aftcr consultation rvirh rrry counsel. Arrdrcrv'lingkang, I ltave voluntarill' decided

to resign t'tonr rhc Waslrirrgton State llar Associirtion (thc Association) irr l-ieu ol'Disciplinc

urrder Rule 9.3 of the ttules lbr Ettibrccntcn( of l"aruyer Conduct (tIl-C)-

Itcslgnution l'hrnl of l'.rlrick Kim
(nlc 9.3{h))
Itngc I

I 325 4'l' z\vrnuc. Suitc fr00
5g1111u. \\'A 9lll0l-?519

(306, ?27-$20?
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5, .4ttaclrcd ircrclo as ljxhibit ,\ is l)isciplirrar.r, (llunscl 's statcrncllt ol' allclrcri

ntisconduct ltrr purposcs of Ill-C 9.3(b). I anr au,arc ol' thc lllcgccl rrrisconcluct statcd irr

disciplinarv counsel's stalcnrclrt but. ratht:r tlran tlel'end ag:rinst thc allcgations. I rvish ltt

pernranenl ll' rcsigrr lir:rnr rrrcrrrtrcrslri lr i n thc As.srrc ittiorr.

6. lcorrscnt to ullry ol'arr orrlcr rrrrtlcl l..ll-C 13.9(c; assL'ssing cNl)cr)sc.s rtt'$1.500 irr

tlris rrTattcr.

7. I agrec'to pay rcslitu(ion ol'$2.lla.3S to J.J. lnlc'rcs( w'ill accruc at rr ra(u rrl'l2'),i,

pcr annunl bcginning l)cccrrtbcr I ,2{Jl? .

8. I agrcc to pay rcstitution ot'$i572.00 to I-1.Y.. lnlcrc'st u'illaccluc at il rate of l2%

pcr arlnurn bcgirrning Dcccnrbcr l. l0 17.

9. I agree to pa),rcstitr.rtir:rr in tlrc arutrunt of Sl.0l8.l0 to'l'.11. lntcrc.st rvill accruc al

a ralc of l2% pcr'flnnunr bcgirrning l)cccrttbcr I . 201?.

10. I agrce to pay atly additiorral costs ()r'rcstilution lhat r:ta1'be ordcrcd lry a llt:r'it:rv

Comruittcc undcr IILC 9.3(g). \

ll. I urrdcrstand tltat nr), resigrratiorr is pcrrrrarrcilt ilnd tlurt ilny lirture applicatiort ll1'

nrc lor ltinstalcnlent as er rncrrrllqr ul'lhc r\ssocialiorl is cut'rctttll' barrcd. l['thc Strprcntc (ittrrt

clranges this rulc or an applicrttiorr is othcnvisc pernrittetl irt tlrr: tirturc. it rvill Lrc treatcd as atr

aplllicarion b),orrc rr.ho ha.s bccrr disllarrcd lbr ctlrical rttisconduct. ancl lltat. il'I lrlc lrt

tulllllication. I n,ill ntlt bc cntitlcrl to a rcctlnsitlcraticrtt or rccxillninatiort ol'thc lircts. co:ttplaints.

allcgations. or instarlccs crl'allcgccl nriscorrduct orr rvlrich this rcsignatiorr u'as lrascd.

12. I agrce to (a) rrotily ali <lihcr statcs arrcl jurisdictions irr rvirich I anr ucirrrittcri. oitiris

rcsignation in licu ol'clisciplirre; (b) scck to rcsigrr1rcrrnrrncrttly ti'orn thc l)raclicc tll'larv irt an1'

llcsigrratiru l rrrnr,rl l'a(rick Kirn
([':1.('(r..:itt])]
I'r1'c 2 ()lil lc'l: ()i: l)15('lJ'l-lN,\lt\' ( (!t-Nslil

{)l:-l Itlr \\','\SlItN(; l(li'S'1 ,\]-ii llAl( r\SS()L-lA ll(]N
I iilS .l't r\r.cntrc. SrrirL (r(rt)

Ssltllc. \\',\ ril l0l-?.5j9
I lri6t ?17-slt)?
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other statr' or.irrrisdictiort in rvhich I anr odnrittcd: and 1c; proviclc discipiinar;, courrscl tvith

copies ol'llris notillcalion and arr,v rcs;mrrsc(s). I acknou,letlgc that this rcsir.trrali(ul could bc

trcatc'cl as a dislxrrrrrent by all other jurisclictions,

li. I a-urcc to (il) notil'y all otlrcr prol'cssiorral liccrsirrg agencics in lrrl' jrrrisclictiorr

ll'orn rvhich I ltavc it;:r'ofcssional liccrrsc that is prcdicalc(l on rn_v adrnission to 1>racticc larv trl'

this rcsignalion in licu ol'disciplinc: (b) scck to rcsign pcrnriurcrrlly Iionr any.such liccrr.sc: rind

(c) proviclc disciplinary courrscl rvith collics of any ol'tlrcsc rrotil'ications and any rcsponscs.

14. Iagrcc that rvhcrr applyiug lirrany enrployrucrrt. I rvill disclosc tlrc resignation iir

licu ol'disciplinc in rcsponsc lo anv quL-stiorr regarding ilisciplinarl' action or thc status ol'nly

licertsc' 1o placticc' larr,.

15. I undcrstand that nry resiguation bccorrrc.s cll'cctive orr disciplirrarv cotrrrscl's

endorsclncrrt ancl liling ol'tlris rlocurrrc'r:t rvith tltc Clcrk. and lhirl tutclcr I"ll..C 9.i(c) disciplinalv

counscl ntus( do so pronrptly lbllorving rcccipt oi'this tlocttnrcnt nncl paf illcttl ol'cclsls litrl

cxperlscs.

l(r. Whcn rnl,rcsignation bccorncs ct'll'ctivc. I aglcc ttl bc subjcct io all lcstrictions thilt

apply to a disbarrcd lau,yer.

17. Upon I'iling ol'n1y rcsigrration, I agrcc to conr;rly rvitlt tltc sanrc duties a.s a

disbarrcd llrvyer undcr lll.C l4,l tlrrough H-C 14.4.

18. I trndcrslirrrd tlrat. llicr 1111, 1'gr'o1111'6n lrcconrcs cl]L'ctivc. il is pr'rrnirrtcrtt.

rrever bc cligiblc to irppty ancl rvill not bc cousiclcrcrl lor lclrnissiort ol tcinstatctttctrt

practicc oi'larv nor rvili I trc cligilllc lirr adrrrission lbr arrf iirrritcci practicc oi'iarr,.

I rvill

tt: thc

llcsigrrirtion lirrnr ol'lttrlrick l.liirr
(lil-(: 9..1t lr))
l'irge ) (.)l;1 ,(-l' ()l: l)lSL'll'l-lNAIIY ( Ot::r-Slil.

(,l j I I l l.: \\//\r; l l i N( i l Ol.: S'l'i\'l'l i l],\ ll /\ SSO(: l/\'l'l( ).\"

I .125 .l'h Avcnur. (uitc (rtx,

Suirttlt. \\'l rll l(ll-:.i.i9
il(l(r| 7l?.l{lt)?
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t9" I ccrrify under penalty ol perjury undef the larvs cf the $tat* o1'Washington that

tlie fur*going i$true and.corecl.

fiffiEqq{ry Wffi/w
Date and Pla6e

SNDORSED BY:
1{/\*/}!l t-
l&" "{ tde&- \ {\ | f n
B...."U yd l

Kalhy Js Blake, Managitg Disciplinary Counsel

Bar No. 29?35

llusigr:ation Fornr oi Patrl*k Kinr

{Et"c9:3(b))
Fage,d Orl'"lCE Of OISCIPLINIIRY COI'rN$ll-

Qrr I',{ lil wASl.llNC rON S',}nTIi BAlt ASSOC{A:rtflN
lli, .l'L Ar*nuu; Suitc 6flt)

Scatllc, $'r\ t*l$l-15i,
(106) 7?7"11307

Kirn, Ilar No. 35036
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BL:trORIi "t]{t:
DISCII'LINAIIY B()ART)

OF'l1"ll,:
WASI"I INC}TON Sli\'I'E I]A IT ASSOCI A'f I ON

PATRICI( I(IM,

Larvycr (l3ar No. 35036).

Procecding No. I 7#00033

ODC File No(s). 1 6-00264. I 6-00659

S"l'ATEMnNT OF r\l,l-ECIID
IvIISCONDIJC'I. UNDlill El".C 9.3(bX I )

l'he attachccl lbrrnal ct;nrplaint. l'ilcd orr.luly 20.2017 in Ploccecling No

along witl: the lbllorving constitutes Disciplinary Counscl's Stiltenlent ol'Allegecl

under Rule 9.3(bXl ) of'the Rules fbr ll,nlhrcen:ent ol'[-arv1'er Conc]uct (EI-C).

r 7#0003i.

Miscorrduct

I. ADI\'II.SSION'l'O PltrrCTICIt

l. I{esponclcnl Patricli Kinr rvus adnrittcd to thc pftlcticc of lau, in thc State ol'

\Vaslringtorr on .lunc I 4, 2004.

II. AI-LllGnD FACTS (C!DC CIilE\/ANCE)

2. In January 2015, ltespon(lent's trust ilcconrlt r,vas seleciecl lbr an examiniltion uncler

Rule l-5.1(a) ol'thc llulcs for Llrrlircernent ol'Latrl,cr Conduct (lil.C). '[-he mnclorn c.rarnination

reyealcd scrious qucstiolls rcgarling lteslmrxlent's practices irr lranclling clicnt trust-accoullt

Stitlcrncnt ot'.,\llcgrtl \,lisconclucl
l'ngc I

Oljl' l(lL ( )lj l)lSCll'1. l Ni\lt \' (lOl.:NStil.
( )lf l'l ll: \Vr\Sl llN(il'()N S'I;\1'[i I1..\R ..\SS()(lz\ l'10]J

I ]35 .lri' .,\vcrrur. Srritc (i(t{}

Scalrlr. \\'A 9ll l0 l -25.!9

tl{Xr) ?17-$ll}7
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lirrtr.ls. urrd thc ()lllcc 9l'l)isciplinlrl,('ounsc[ (OlX] ) r'crplcstcrl tltat e Ilcvicrr'('otlttttittcc trl'tltc

Disciplinar.l, l)<urrcl urtlcr lr tlisci;;;lirrlr't, irrr.cstigatipl r'cgrrrlirrs l(csl-tott.l.:ttl's ltarlillitt!.: trl'clictlt

hrrrtls. on r\pril 26. l0 l(r. ir l{cvic$ ('r)nltnittcc ol'tlrc l)isciPlirutrr'l'}r[rrtl rrrtlct'ctl ol)('ltt trl'rcti

ir tlisci;;linar.),itrvcstiglillion asirirrsl tltc Iics;rorrdcllt ull(lcl'ljl.c -i.1.

j. llcsl:qrrcleul is tlre solc llxrtncr in thc t.lrtitcrl Litrt'ljirttt. l)trrirrg ltll rclcvartt titttcs

llcslxrrrtlcrrt ltirinliriucrl thc l()1.'l'r\ 11cg1rrrnl crrtlirrg in jilll5. ltcsPottdcnt rr':ts lllr-'ttttl-r'1'rct'soti

rritlt.trthrrritv to clislrur.sc nt()ncv lhrrrt lhc tt'uSl irccr)ulll ltntl tltc ottIv Pcrstltt r|lttl crcitlr-'tl ltttcl

ntattitgctl tltr-' tt'ttst ltcc()tll'lt t'ccttrtls.

.1. Ilctrr,ccn 20 ll lncl 10 16. l{cspoutlcrrt's li'c agrccntcuts. itr rttlditi(r11 t(} l)l'()\'i(liltg lirL

starrclarcl coutirrgcnt ll.cs. irtclrrilctl tllc lirlltrrr ittg lltrtgttil*c:

In irdttitiorr lo ctrrrlirrgct:t l'ccs. L'licrrts lsicllrglccs iill(l co\crlallls thilt ltttr attd rll
illlorrlc\.'s lL.es autl c-ttsts lilrrr (llicnr's otur ittstttatlcc c()lllPllll)'- r\ltctllcr li"tlrtl

llrc 
'r-r.st,,*l 

irr.iurl,clairus 1Pllr "\,lllrlcr" l:ccs). or urtittsrtrcr.litttttlcrittsurctl

.r.tJrisls (1, 1\,t ''l l,r1trrr" "\\'irrtcrs" l:c,.:s) sltitll bc tlte propcrll ol'Attorrtcr.lttttl

shlll rrrrl lrc rccluirctl to hc disclosccl ot't'citttlrttt'sctl ltr (]licrrt.

5. Ilcsprrlrlcnl rlirl not cxltllin lris ll'c alllccllctll to his cliurts rncl ittstcl'tcl rclicil rrtt

lris stall'to ilo so. Rcsllorrdcrrt ucVcr tluirrccl lris srirll'to erl)laitl to ltis cliuttts tltitl itttl' lccs ittttl

c.sts corrtribrrtctl [:r.r, tlrr: elicrrt's tlu'n insrtt'ittrcc cot)ll)itll) ll1'l:trv bcl0ttg til tltc clicrtt' \ottc trl'

thc clicrrts cr"utl:rctctl hv Ol)C urrtlcrstoorl tlrc lr:c ilgrcctllcllt bccitttsc ttQtrotl)' ltrrltr Iittitcil l':trr'

l:irrn er.rplrtittctl it ttl thcttt.

(;. i\lllr,trg5 it rr,irs ltii irrrliuirt..tl in lris li'c lrgrcctttcttt. I{cspotttlcttt llitd it prircticc ol'

giring lri* c!icrrfs i! "{lisc(rUt'}t on illl()!'llc1"s lL'cs:rttr! eosts. !lcspotttletlt dic! srl t"itlt tltc

irrtcuti,rr .l'rcc()\.cri19 lhc "discountcil scrviccs" lrl liucllirrs all le'cs :ttttl costs l]r()\'i(lctl b.r tltc

clicttt's ittsttrltttcc eollll)llll\'(i\'lirIrlcr lL'cs)' ltcsp(rlldclll's Pt'lrutiuc ol'Pt'rrt'itlittg ll "cliscotttll" itr

lri.s clicnts rvlrilc kucllipg thc \.llrlilcr li.qs trstxrllv lcsulrerl in l{cslrtrrrtl.:nt trtkirt! tttrrl'c tlt;ttl lltc

Sllllctttcttl ol r\| k-.uetl \1 ist rrtttlttel (ll ll('11 {)l'l)lS(ll'l l)'1.\R\ (()l '\51:l
(,1. IIll. \\.\slll\(il()\ sI.\I l: tl.\R.\\\(l( I.\'l l')\

I il5 l'i' .\i trrtrc. Srtiti l':ltt
\r..rltir:. \\ A 9l{l(,1-l.i.je

::{)/. :':.Nltr:

I'agc I
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contingctll lcc agrccrrrurt allou'crl. l;()r c\iunplc. Itcspottclcttt's prrlcticc rcsttltctl irr clicrlt ll.\'.

rt'cciripg $571.()0 lc.ss itr lirrrrls tltan shu tvls cntitlctl to. l.ikcuist. llcsllotttlcttl's purcticc

t'csultctl in clicnt'l'.11. rcccivirrg Sl.{!2S.1() lcss thittt rrltltt ltc rvrts ctllitlccl ttr.

i . llctrlcgr 2() I I ulrrl 2(l16. ll,csprrrtrlcttl ltrttl solc rc.s;rortsihilitl lirr crcrttittg

tlislrurscrrrcll stiltcllcltts. I{csgrondcnt's (lisbursctllc11l slittelllcnts tlicl llot ilcctll'illcl)' t'cllect hort'

clicrtt lirnrls u'crc tlistrttrsctl.

8. l{r.sl)on(lcrll's placticc \\:ils l() list tlrc !lr'()ss lllc(lical stthro!i:tti()l} ()ll thc scttlerttcrtt

strltcluL'lrt. ilclicatilrg tlut lrc pllrrrrctl t(r p.rt'irrsrrrunec cottt;ttttics irr lirll lirr tlrc l'll) covcrailc

pilt,tlcpts rrlulc tg nrc(ic1l prgr.itlcrs. tics;rondent trcvcr itttctttletl lo plrv attf ittsttt'ltttcc colllpilltl,

lhc tirll illnottllt ol'thcir stlhrogitlccl itltcrcsl.

9. llcr\\icctl l0 ll trnel 20 1(r. Iicspr)llrlcr1t r.lisbttrsctl xt lcilsl S, l.lilli.0 lli'0() in "\lalrlcr

ll.cs" ttr lrirrrscl l. Nunc 11l'ttlcsc scttlclltent llnds disbrtrsctl to l{csprrttclcrtt ls "i\{lrhlcr li'cs" rvcrc

listctl on thc disbttrsclllctll statL'lllcllls.

10. \\,lrcrr I{cspon([:ut srrbrnirtcrl lris Nlalrlcr culcLtlltlitrns lo itlsrtrltttee cottlplrtics. ltc

srlr,rittcd thc lrig5cr lccs luttl c()sts llllhr)rizcrl lll' his lL'r'il!.r'ccr)lct)1. n()l tllc lcsscr lL'cs attcl costs

actuullv ch:rrgccl to lhc clicrrls. \,ltlrr tlriltr ()t1ce. I(csp()tr(lct)t sttlrtltittecl clltirtts lbr costs to lhc

i;1sttr.lrrrcc crlrrtl11rrtics tlrat $,crc rrcr'cr irrcurt'crl tttrt'ltrtthtrt'izcri b1 his ll'c itgt'cctttultt'

ll. l{csl.urptlcul rcprcscrrtcil clicrrt.l..l. il'r il pcrsrrllirl irrltrrl'actiotl. .l'.1.'.s r:laittt scttlcJ

lirr S11.750.()0. i\ccorcling t() a scttlcrlrcnl stalclllelll l;rtllitrctl bl Rc-slxrrldrttt-.1..1. sltotrld ltltvc

rc.ccivcrl Sjl. j14. jg lirrnr hcr. scttlclncrlt. lrrstclu!. .t..1. rlicl ntrl rcccii'c uttl' lirrttl.s lrrrrtt ltct

scttlctucttt. l{cspontlcttt 11111L .1..1.'s litrttls rr itltcrtlt clltitlt'lllcllt.

ll. .,\t titltcs. licsyt,rntlcrrt slrtrrcd thc lccs hc crrllcclctl llrrttt tltc itlsttrltllce u()llliliIllc5
llj.i\lllll'lcri.l\c-\ll('ltl(lllll)llilluLltrrLrrr)rrLLurr\Lrrrr
I

l(*tun,.,. lcus) uith clriroprretor Strkjac llrrr iir non-lrrrvver). ()n (irscs r|ltcrc Strlt.lirc llrrr cilhcr
t'
I

I

ISr:rlcrn(ilI ilt.\llr.sct! \lj\(irilrhlcl ()t:lrl( l: ()l l)ls('ll'>l'l\''\ll\'( ()1 .\Sl:l-

rll'llll \\ \\l ll):(il(l\Sl\ll:ll.\l( \\S(x'l \!l()\
Lilj .l '.\tcrrtrc. Sttilc r,llll
\r;ritle. \\'.\ ()X llll'15 i'l

r lltt' r aj.)-Siti?
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llpx,vitlctl ll() scrviccs trr' lrlrtl lrlrcirrll' llcrrr lirll-r, c()ntl)cnslllcrl litr lris -selriecs lrr tltu clicrrt's
lt'

ir.r.strrilncc conlPiln\:. l:rrr trirrrr;rlc. llcslxrrttlcrtt plirl Suk.iirc I trrr Sl.(XX).(X) lhrrrr I l. \'.'s

scttlcntcnt rr,hur lrc proritlcd th) scr'\'icc..i rr'luttsttcvcr to ll.\'. antl rrits tt()l ctltitlc(l lo illl\'(rl'

thosc lirncls. l,ikcn,isc. ltcspuntlcrtt Pairl Suk.jac lltrr 55.5(X).()() li'orrr .1..1.'s sc'ttlctllclll \\llcrl

Strkiae llur rvas rtol ctttillctl t(r itll)' ol'lhosc' litttcls.

13. I)isbtrrsunrcnt stiltctucnts tlicl rrrlt irtclrtrlc liuttls tlislrttt'sccl to Strkllrr' llttt' rrrt crtscs

u'lrcrc ltc rec,--ivctl ltrnds i'ct pr()\:i(lcd lto scrt'icc to tltc clictll.

14. .,\ l.cvicrv ol' ItcspontlCnl's lt'l,tst ilccoun( rcctrttls sltott tltitt [(csltotltlcttl tlitl rtot

prlrlpll.v dclilcr lLrrcls to clicrrts thal tlrcl'\\rclc ctttitlctl tti l'cccitc. liot csiltlllrlt'. [tcsponilcrtt

Iras Sccrr Spltlipg, Si.tiil.lJ lirr clicnt S.(1. sincc .'\pril 12. l0l5 rvitltotrl tltlkittg lrttr cllrrt'ts lo

curtlircl S.('. lrttrl tlisbttrsc hcr litrttls to lte r.

15. A rcvicu, ol' l{csprtrrrtl'-nt's tl'ust ilecounl rccttttls shotv that l(cspolttlcltt lttts hccll

Solcling ovcr.$lt{.000.(X} in tlis;:trtctl lirrrrls trrr clicnr C'.11.'s cirsu sirtcc.luttt[trr 2()l-i rt'itlttrttt

rnaking attv cllirrrs sirtcc r\pril 2(ll5 to rcsolvc lltc clisptrtctl lirncl-s.

16. Ilcsgllrrtlcrrt clicl rror prolitlc lrrrrrutrl *'r'ittcrr irccrttttttittgs to ltis cliellts or tlliltl

l)iu'tics lor tt,ltottt ltc was lroltlirrg lirtttls itt trtrst'

Ill. r\l,l.l':CHI) l{lSCONl)tr("t' (Ol)C' (lltlli\I"\NCli)

17. lly rlaking lr lcc aglccrrrtrrt tltnl aIlttrr-ctl ltcsptltttlcttt to rctaitt lrttv lttltl :rll

i.rltrrrrrr:,r,'s lc.cs utrtl cgsts lirlltr his clicttt"s ()\\11 illstlltlllcr.: collll)itll1' (Nllrlrlcr li'c.s) rritltottt

inlirrnrirrit lris clicrrts l51t lhc_r,rrrislrt pt[crryisc l:c eplitle,.l ttr tlrr: littttls. itttd irv ltrttkitt;l ll li"-'

ilgrcL.lltcllt rltirt;lrtrvitlctl tlrtrt lrrrv ti.cs ilnrl e()sts rrrccir.cri liurtr his clicrtt's trt!tt ittsttl'lttlcc

coptl)il1\i rr,rrgltl hc tlrc l)r'9pgy11 ol'/\tl()l'l)c\ arti.l rrortltl ll()l l1c rctlttirr'd to hc tliscltlsctl trr'

rcirrrbtrr.scd to tlrr.'ulicnl rrithout irrlirrnrirrg his clicnts tlrcl'rrriglrt othct'rrisc lrc crttitlc-cl lo stlclt

St:rt!'rrrcrtt rrl' \llil'e.l \li:itrrttrlttt! ( )l:Il( l' ( ll: l)lS( ll'l.l\,\li\' ('( )l \Si:l
(rl I lll: \\'.\\lll\(il(l\ \1..\ I lr lJ.'\li -\S5(x'l \l l(!\

l.ili l' .\r,:trtt,'. \llil,: ('o{)

S!.,rltlt. \\ \ ,,)i lili-15.i.)
t'{)(, I -l:.!iltll

l'rtllf J
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reirnhursenrL.nl itnd clisclosurc. Rcsporrdcn( r,iotatc.cl RP(: l.-5(ir) antl RPC g.,l(c),

18. I)-v provicling clicnts u'ith lalsc. nrislcaclirrs. ancl incornlrlcrc

llespottclcrtl violattrd I{PC 1.4. l{l,C: 1.5(c)(.i). ttl,C' l.l5A(c). ancl tU,C'lJ.4(c).

I 9. llv lttisrepresettlirtg to ittsurartcc corrrprrrrics Lhc lrrrrount ol' tl.cs

to l.lis clicnts itt ttlder lo reccivc a largcr pro rata uorrtritrrrtiorr ttl'fbcs ancl

violated I{1,(l 4. l(a) and Rl}C ti.4(c),

Ltcc0ulrlrnqs.

ancl cosls clrargcrl

ctrsts. l{csptrndcnt

tcccrvc.20. l)1' lhiling to pronlpllv pa1' S.C'. tunds rrhich slre rvas cnrirlcd to

Ilcsponclent violatecl l.I 5A(l).

21. Ily latiling to take rcasonablc aclior) to resol\,c rlisputed clairns to lirncls hclcl irr

trust. ltespontlcnt violatcd l. I 5.,\(g).

22. Ily lailing to proviclc clienls rvith rn anrruill rr,rittcn accounting ol' lirnds hclcl in

trust. Respondcrlt violated l. I 5(AXc).

2.'i. ;3v {[s[1p;s'srg $5.-500.t)0 ol'.1..1.'s su'ttlcr:rc'ut lirncls to Sukiac l-lur irncl b5, disbursing

.$:,000.00 of l"l.Y's scttlcurent lirncls lo Suliiac llur. Itcsponclcnt violated t{l'(' 5.:l(a).

24. l)1, taking $2.3?4.ill bekrnging to clicnt J..1. lirr lris ou,rr usc rvillrout errlitlcnrcnt.

l{cspondent violatccl RPC 8.4(t',)([rl,r,iolating ttc\\/ 94.56.04()). RPC 8.4(c) ancl RPC 8.4(i).

t.l0\
Dr\l'llD this t t dav ol' f. ,, l,', . Si',-' .2017,

Slirlcr)lcrrt ol'.{llcgctl lr,l isconduct
l'agc 5

Marragi rrg I )is(:i pI inar]' Ccrunscl

(.|lrl:l('t' ( )lr I )ls('ll)l.l Ni\ R y ('( )t l\ls[11.
( )F l'l tl: \\'r\Slll),,l(i lO\ S]'rVl'li ltAl{ /\SS(.)C'lA l't()N

l.ll5 J'r' r\ r,cnrr,:. Suitr. ti{ttt
ScilltL.. \\i.,\ 9lt l() l -l-i.j9

(lll()) 717-til()7

V -2",i \/i( ,-,_\,-C;
Kirthr, .lti [tl,rkc. t]ar Nt):29235
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BEFORE THI:
DISCIPLINARY BOAITI)

oF'l't'lE
W^SIIINCTON STATE B^ R ASSOCIAi'ION

ln re

PAl'RICK KIM,

[.as,yer (Bar No. 35036).

Procccding, No. l7rl0003l

TORMAI., COMPL^IN]'

Undcr Rulc l0.l oirhe Rulu.s for linlbrccnrcn, o,'1-r1r,ycr Conduct (ELC), thc Ofticc ol

Disciptinary Counscl (ODC) of thc Washinglon Slatc llrrr Ar-sociation charges lhc above'namcd

lauryer rvith acts ol' nrisconducr under thc t{ulcs o[ Prot'essional Corrducl (RPC) as sct lbnh

bclow.

A DMI.SSI ON TO PRAC'I'ICT.

l. ltcspondcnr Potrick Kinr rva.s adtnilted lo thc practice ol larv in thc Statc o[

Washington orr Juuc 14,2014.

I.'AC]'.S IIECARDING COIrN'rS l'l'l'lROt,,Gll ll tDavirl I'ark Grlevanccl

2. pn |vlai 10.2C12, Diivit! i'ark, his rvili'.'\rtgciir Park. and their adult ctaughtcr,

lJoann;r l)ark (rhe Parks). rvcrc irrvolved irr a nrotor vchiclc accidcnt rvith a Waste lvlalragcrncrtl

I

I

Fonnul Conrplaint
Itngc I

( )titjtCt:. ()tj DtS(.[,l.tNA tty COIINSt:1.
lvn:ilIlN(; l()N S'r,1 t'l: n l{ As.socl.^Tl()N

I JIJ .lrh Arrnuc. Suitc (,00

Scr[lc- \t'A rrlllOl-]519
(20{'} 727'8107

Wt,
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truck in l'cxas. lr'1r. Park rvas driving.

3. On lvlay 15,2012, David and Angcla l)urk hircd Rcspondent lo rcprcscrtt thcm, and

signed an allorncy-clicnl fcc agrccntctrt rvith Unitcd Larv Otiicc.

tl, Rcspondcnr's ll.c agrccnrcnt rcquirr:d tha( thc l)arks pa.v thc Unitcd l..au'Office onc

third ol Ihc gross recovery if thc casc scltlcd.

5. Rcsporrrlent's l'cc agrecrlrcrrl also provided that;

ln ac|dirion to rhc contingcnt lics, Clicnt agrccs arrd covcnanls tltat any and all

attot.ley's l'ccs and cosls tionr Clicnl's own itrsurancc conlpany, rvhcthcr l'rorn

thc pcrsonal injury clainrs (Pll) "Maltlcr" l"ecs), or trninsurcd/underinsurcd

molorist (UtM ,:l{anrnl" ,,Winlcrs" Fees) shall be thc propcrty ol'r\ttonrcy and

shall not be requircd to be discloscd or rcintbtrrscd to Clienl.

6. on May 16, 2012, Joanna Park also hired Rcspondcrtl, and signcd a similar

contingcnl fec agrecnlcnt.

7. Rcspondcrrt did not cxplairr tlrc IIc agrccnrcnlii lo atry ol (hc Parks'

8. ltespontlcn( did not explain rhat "Mahlcr" tbes lcgally bclong to the clicrtt'

9. Rcspondent did rrot er-1:lain rhat his l'ce agrccnrcnt was conlrary to Rulc l' l5A(d)

Rulc I . t.5A(l), an<!/or Rule I . | 5A(c) ol'thc Rutes ol'Protlssional condtrcl (l(PC).

I0. lvlr. Park was parliallv at latrlt for thc atrtr'nrobilc accidcnt'

ll. Rcsportdent did not advisc'Angcla or Jornna l)nrk that thcy could hlvc a clainr

against Mr. l'ark.

lZ. Rcsponclent dirl not advisc rhc. Parks tlral ltis rcplcscntation of all lhrcc involved a

concurrcnl colrfl ict ol' intcrcsl,

13. RcsporrrJcrrt cli{ nof otrrain inlbrrrrcd cortscnt cottljrnrcd in rvriting. lionr any ol'thc

Parks.

lrl. On January ?1, ?01i, lr4r. Park's ittsurcr. Anrcriprisc Instrrancc, inlbrrncd

forntol Cbrnphinl
Pagc ?

OFilCI: Ol: DlSCll't.tN,lRY COUliSl:1,
wASl llN(;l'ON STAl'li 0r\R ASSOCI^Tlo)'l

lJlS .lth Ardiltl('. Suit( 6fi1
Scrttlc'. lVA 9,1 l0l'li-i9

( loir.) 727'lll07
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Rcsporrdcnr that it had nrndc pcrsonal injury protcction (PlP) payrncnts lotaling $i1,600 on

bchalf of David, Angela, andJoanna Park and notifictJ hinr ol'its l)lP subrog,ation riglrls

15. Anrcriprisc paid S10,800 on bchall'of )v.tr. ['ark.

16. On March 19.2014, Arncriprise acknorvledgtcd that Mr. Park rvas 50 pcrccnl at

lault lor thc accidcnl.

ll . Alreriprisc norilicd Rcsponclcnl lhat it rvas sceking 50 poccrr( ol'its suhrogatior:,

rvhich includcd S5,400 lor ils payntents madc orr bchall'ol'Mr' Park'

lg. Waste Managcnlcnt's insurancc conlpany extcndcd scltlcmcnt olJ'crs lo

Rcspondcnt lbr David, Angcla, and Joanna Park'

19. Respondent did not communicatc lhe sctttctncnl ofltrs to Angcla or Joanna Park'

20. Rcspondcrlt acccpled sclllcnlcnt oll.ers of $]3,000 lor David Park, 534,000 {br

Angcla Pork, an<l $28,000 lor Joanna l'ark'

2l.AngclaParkdidnolEranlllcspondcntauthorilyloacceplthcscttlcntctlt<rffcr.

22.JoannaParkdidnolsrantRcsptrnctcntatrthoritytoacceptlltcscttlctnentol[cr.

23. Angela anrl Joanna Park fircd Respondcnt ancl hired l'ighthousc Larv Firrrr'

24.onApril2j,20l4,ResponclcntscnthisclicntlllcsforAngelaand.IoanrraParkto

Lighthousc l-arv Firm along rvitlt an nttorncy's licn on thc lilcs lbr $20'900'l6'

25.onMay(l.20l4,lvlr.Parkacccptcdrhc$3S,000scltlcnrcnlandsigncdaRclcaseof

AII Clairrrs.

26. Rcspondcnt notarizctl rhc Rclcasc ot'All clainrs, al'firrning that orr lr4ay 6' 2014'

Mr, Park pcrsonally appcarcd bclbrc hinr arrd sigrrcd thc rclcal;c'

27. Respondcnt and Mr' l)ark ltavc llevct lncl itt 1;':rsotr'

2E.Rcspcrndcrltc!idnotrvitnc.ss|r4r,Parksigrrtlrcllclcascol.AllClcints.

l:ornlol Cirnplttirrl
Pagc 3

()rrrt('ti ()lj l)ls('ll'l.lNAl(Y COt'NSl:1.
\tr^(t ilNC 11)N S1'A'l E ll^lt n ssocln l loli

l.ll5 'lth ,\tcnuc' Stritq' ('00

5qa11lq. \\'A 9ll l(rl':5..l.,l
(20(r) 717'$20?
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29. Respondent clcpositcd thc.S33,000 scnlcnlcot chcck into his trust occount on May

12,2014.

10. Prior to <lisbursing an1, lirnds, Rcsporrdcnt prcparcd a total of lhree setlicntenl

slalcrncnts.

ll, 'l'hc initial scltlcrncnt statcnlcnt, rvhich Mr. l)ark rcllsed to sign. lisicr! $10,800 for

Arncriprisc gross rnedical subrogation, and a $7,84d.47 atlorncy l'cc discount.

32. On June 6, 2014, Mr. Park signcd a second sctttcnrcnl slatcmcnt slrorving

Arncriprise gross mcdical subrogation in the arnount ot$5,400. and an altorncy fcc "discourrt"

of $4,000.

33. On Junc 10.2014, iv{r. Park signcd thc linal scltlcnrcnt statcnrunt. rvhich dilltred

only slightly frortr thc sclrlcnlcnl statcrlrcnt sigrrcd on Junc 6,2014 and still did nol nccuralely

rcflcct horv ihe lunds rverc disbursed.

34. The final serllement statcment indicalcd that t(espondent would disbursc s240 to

Souncl Mcdical Center. but Rcspondent only disbursed $ l2-5'

35. Thc final setllcmcnl slatcnlcnl indicared rhat Rcspondent would disbtrrsc 52'849 to

AIM I'hysical Thcrapy, but Rcsponcicnt only disburscd $2'700'

36. Rcspon<Jcnt dicl not providc Mr. Park with an accounling ol'how his scttlcrttent

t'unrls rvcrc acruirlly distrurscd bcrrvccil Junc 20. l0 l4 and July 9. 201a.

37. The $5,400 lisrcd on thc scttlcnlcnt slatcrltcnl as Arncriprisc gross rlrcdical

su5rggation lvas ncvcr disburscd lo Antcriprise and rcntaittccl irt ltcspondcrrt's lrtlsl accounl'

I:orolil C oorplilinl
Pagc 4

otrtjl('li ol' l)lS('ll'l.lNAl(Y C(x,NSl:1.
\r!\slltN(it1)N S1'A fE R,\R ASSoCIA I loN

I J?5 {th Avcnrrc. Suilc (00
Sultlc. rJ,'A 9ltl0l'?Ji9

(:c6) 72?.tt1o?
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39. For ovcr a ycar, Respondcnt did nol providc citlrcr Anrcriprise or lvlr.

annual rvritten accounting ol'ntonics hcld in trusl.

Park rvith nn

subrog,atiou.

40. ln Dcccmbcr 2015, Mr. Park [c.anred rhat Anrcriprisc rvas no longcr sccking

41. Mr. Park lefl nressagcs lbr llespondcnr rcqucstirrg inlbnuarion abour

idcrrtificd by tlrc setllcrncnt statcntcnl as Anrcriprisc's gross nrcdical subrogation.

thc $5,400

42. Rcspondent did not respond.

43. On Dccenrber 10,2015, Ir,lr. Park mailcd Rcspondent a rvritten requcst lbr his

conrplctc clicnt file.

44. Ilcsportdcnt did not rcspond.

45. On January 27,20t6, Anrcriprisc conlirrrrcd li.lr llcspondcrll that il did rrot havc

subrogation rccovcry rights irr 'l'r:xls lor I)l[' covcragc'

46. After Respon<lcnt u.as unable to rcnch an ngrccnrcrlt with Mr. Park about horv thc

funds should be disburscd, Rcsponclcnt reluscd to disbursc nny pan oI the $5,400 in lri.s trust

accourtl inirially withhcld frorn Mr. l)ark lbr thc nrcdicol subrogation.

4?. As rcccnrly as lvlay l, 2017, Rcspondcnt rvas still holding $5,'100 of l'4r. Park's

sctilclncnl in his tru.st accoutll.

48. On Fcbruary 23, 2016, Mr. Park lilcd a grie vancc against Respondcnt'

49. On March 4,2016, Respondcnl disbrrrscd an additional 5246 to Mr' Park'

50. The $246 represcnrcd thc difl'crence bc(wcen wlrat llte final scltlcnrcnl slotcmcnl

indicatcd Rcspondent clisburscd to r\lM Physical 'l'hcrapy antl Sotrnd Mcdical Ccn(cr and the

lcs.rcr anrounl that [tcsporrdcnt actuxll)'disburscd (o lilosc tttc<lical providcrs,

51. On Jurre 20. 2014, I{csporrdcnr dishurscd $25(t to hinrscll' lbr costs in Mr. Park's

l'orrrirl Conrphint
Pagc 5

O[jl(:l: ( ll: l)l SCll'l.lNARy ('Ot,NSl:t.
\\'i\SlllN(i ION S t^'fli llAll ASSOCIA]'|ON

l.llJ.lrh n vourc. Suil'i (r{10

S(xrtlc. 1l'A 9lll0l-:51(,
{10(') ?l?.3107
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52. Respondcnt ivas t'lot cntitlcd ro lhc 5250 bccausc hc had alrcady

himsell'lbr all costs thar hc ndvarrccd.

lirlly rcimburscd

53. Respondenl did not advisc Mr. Park ol'his in(cnt lo disbursc 5250 to hirrr.scll'prior

to taking thc $250.

54. Betwecn May 10, 2012 awJ Fcbruary 23, 2016, Rcsporrdent did not rccorrcilc liis

check rcgislcr balance to his bank slatenlcnt balancc.

55. Bctrvecn May 10, ?012 and Fcbruary 23,2016. Rcspondcnt did not rcconcile his

chcck rcgister balancc lo thc conlbincd total ofall clierrt ledtcrs.

couNl'l

56. By rcprcscntirlg a clicnt rvlrerc the rcprcscntalion irrvolvcd a concurrcnt corlflicr ol'

intcrcsl, Rcspondent violatcd ilPC 1.7(a).

COUNT 2

57. By making a I'cc agrecrrrcnt thal allorvcd l{c.spondent lo rctaitt any arrd cll

attorncy's l'ees and costs fionr Mr. Park's own insurartcc corllpony, rvilhout infornring, his clicnls

that flrcy nright othcrrvisc bc crrritlcrJ to thc l'unds anrVor bv nraking a fcc agrccntenl thnl

provided that any fecs and cos(s rcccivccJ liorn clicnt's orvrt insurancc conlpatry shall bc tltc

propcrry ol'Atronrcy and shalt no( b,c rcquired lo bc discloscd or reintbtrrscd to Clicnt lt'ithoul

inlorming his clicnts they nriglrt o(hcrrvisc be cntitlcd io such rcimburscnlcnl and disclosurc.

Itcspondent violated RPC 1.5(a), and/or ltPC 8.4(c).

COUNT 3

58. By accepting lhc senlenlcnrs on bclllll'ol'i\rrgcia arrd Joattna i)arh iviihoui

consulting rvith his clielts, ltcslxurdcrrt violatcd Itl'}C l.?(a). RPC l.a(aXl), RPC l.a(uX2),

l:omral Cornphittt
Pagc 6

otjt:tcl.: otj t)rsclPl.rNA ltY coL,Nsl:1.
wAsrlrN(iroN sTAl'E o R ASSOC|A] nlr

lJ25 4tlr nvcrruc..Suitc 600
Scrlllc. 1\'A rlll0l-]519
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and/or RPC l.a(n)(3).

COUNT4

59. By providing lvlr, Park rvith l'alsc, rnislcnding. itnd/or irtconrplctc accounlings.

Respon{ent violated RPC 1.4(a), RPC 1.4(b), llPC 1.S(cXi), Rl'C I .l5A(c), and/or Iil'C 8,4(c).

COTJNT 5

60. By failing ro promptly dclivcr l'unds to Mr. I'ark tlrat hc rvas crrtitlcd to rcceivc,

Rcspondcnl violatcd RPC l.l5A(f).

COT,,NT 6

61. lly failing to takc rcasonablc action to rcsolvc a <lisputc ovcr thc sclllcnrcnt lurrds

wirlrhcld for Amcriprisc's subrogation clrrirlr, Ilcspondcnt violatcd Rl'c I .l5A(g).

COUNT 7

62. By converling s250 dcsignarcd as cosls thal \\'crc nevcr ittcurrcd, Rcspondcnt

viotatcd RPC t . l5A(b) and/or l{PC 8.4(c)'

couN'l'8

63'ByfailingtorcspondloMr.|)nrk'sreasoltablcrcqucstslbrinlbrrnalion.

Rcspondcnt violated llPC l.a(a)(a)'

COT;NT 9

64. By failing to providc annual rvrilten accounlin8s nl'lilnds held in trust, l{cspondcnt

violated RPC l.lSA(c).

couNl'10

65. Dy failing lo rcconcilc his rrust ilccouni rccords' Rcspondcrrt violutcd RI'c

l.lSr\(hX6).

[onnai (irnplrint
Pagc ?

0t:r,rcI olf l)lscll'l.l]lAltY ('OUNS::1.

\\j^siltN(i tI,t'J STA II: li^R ASSCClA',l loN
I JIJ .ltlt Avcrrut. Suit{ (oo
Sr';llll., Wn')ttt0l'153r)

(106) ?17.6207
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couNl'l I

(t6. I3y firlscll' nohriz.ing lt,|r. I:rlk's signaturc <rn lhc llclc'asc ol'.,\ll ('hinrs (ktcttmr'nl.

itespondcut vit:lrttcrl llC\\, :13.4d.l(r0. ltllC: S.4(t)). RP(: tl.4(cl. lncUor RPC tl.J(i).

'fl lltl{Ulj0ltE, Disci;rlinar.v (ixrnscl rcqucrits lhlt n lrcnring lx'ltcltl rrnrlcr lhc lttrlcs tirr

l.lnt'orccrlcnr tll'l.lrr1.cr' ('trnrlur.t. ltrssitrlc clisprsitiorr.* irtcltrrlc tlisciptinrtry ilcli(rn. Prob:ltit)rl.
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