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IIL:fOfi.t,i'f'Hl::
Dl SC'l l)t.lNAR Y IlOi\Rt)

OT THE
WASHI J!6'TON S'1'A1-TI BAR ASiSOC]1A'I'IOF;

ln re

BRTINT LIG I"ITI!{EII NO LII{ SE,

l.a*l,er (Rar No. 32790).

ODC File Nos. 17-$0670. l7-0{\L)67
Pt t it'A,uttu, il{D?oq4
RI:SIC]N.\]'ION F0TTN,I ()F BRHN I

I".lCH.rNER NOURS[ ([1t.C 9.3(h))

Brent Liglrtrler NoLlrse. heir':g duly swon1. he rcb,v attests to the firllorving:

l. I am orrer the age of eiglrtecn Yuru$ and am c()nrpetcllt. I rnake the slatefllents iB

thix atlldavit ['om personal knor.vleclge.

2. I was adrnitterl to practice larv in the State of Washington on Novllmber 4. 2001.

3. I have voluntalily clecidccl to resign fi:onr the Washington State Bar A.ssrrciali<xr

(the Assut'iation) in l.ieu ol'Diseiplinu uudel l{ulc 9.i tri'1he }trrles firr l:nlirrccnrcni ol'l.er.vyer

C-londucl (El,C).

4. Attachecl hcreto ns F.xhitrit A is Diseiplinary {Jourtscl's Statcnrrul o1 ;\llegecl

Miscorir{uct urnder ELC q.3ftXl), I am ar,vare of the alleged misct:nctruct stateri in disciplir:ary

counsel's stfltemerlt. Rathrr thau clel'errcl nglinst ihc allegnrions, I rvish (o permansntiy' resign

liom mernbcrship in th* Associatinn und*r8I.il 9.3.

il
ll Rl:stLi\..\ l r()\ l.( )ll\i ( )!'

lll{t:\l'l.l(;tI t1\t-tt N()[ jltsl: {Lr ('9.J{I}}i
ll*gr' I

(jl:; Pl clL. {.} Ir Dl s(: ll,l- t NAlt Y c(] l..i Ns t il "

il F l'l Ili \V,1 Sl"{ INGI ON S'lA'1 I.i 1};\R A5i.{iDC tA' I'l OIr
lilS 4ir'Avenu$. Suitc 6iXl
Si'rrttlc. WA 98 ll)l-l,i.l9

{ 2il$) 7:7-$2{l?
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5. Unrier EI"C 9.3(f). I am suhrnitting r.vith tiris allidavit n checli in the amounl of'

$l^{}0CI rrr*de parrri:lc to t}re Wlrstrington Stale Bar Assrrcillioli ils i}avlncnt lcr er.pcttscs nttel

c()sts.

6. I agr*e to pit.1 rin1" additional crsts clr restitution lhsl inay be <.rrciered hy ii l{evierv

ebnrnritt*e under I:.I.C t).3(U)"

V. Iunclerstand that mv resig:rttion is pernanent, ond that any luture applictrtion by

me fbrreinstirterncl]t as a nremberot'the Association is currentlS'barr*il^ ! undcrstnnd tl,at il'tlrc

SLrprenr* Court ch*ngcs this nrle. ol il'an application is cthqnvise pern:ittecl in thil fLturc, *ny

application lrrr reinstaternenl rvill trc treatcd as an application l-ry one who has been dishalred f'or

etirical mis*oncluct. I understand that if i llle ari application 1.or r*instatemenl, t wili not be

entitlecl t$ a rsconsicleration otr' reexnlrinalion ol'the facts, ccmplainls. allcgations, or instances

of alleged misconriuct on rvhich this Lesigr:.iti*n rvas bas*ci.

tt. I agree to (a] notif5,nll other slates and jurisdictions in n'hic,h I anr irdmittecl of tLris

resign*tior:r in lieu of discipliuel (Lr) seuk lo lesign per:miuruntll. h"om tl,e prtr:lice o1'lsrv in those

jurisiliction; and {c) provitlc clisciplinary counsel lvith colries of any'" such nertification{s) and alr;.'

response(s)" I acknorrlc'rlge that tlris resignation eor-rld be treated as a ciisbnnnent by ali other

,iurisdictions.

L I agree to (a) nutili'all other prul'essiortal licensing ngencies in an1, jurisdiotion

Irorr, r,vhich i have a prolessiolral li*c,rise th*t is predictittii orl fir)' aclmission to pr*ctice lar.v trl'

this resigna.tion in licu oi'cliscipline; {b) srek t* resign pcrmanentl,v lionr uny srtch lictnse; and

(c) pri:vide disciplinar:y counsel r.vith r*pies of any of these nctific*tious and any responses.

lll. I agree that rvhen applyir:g li:r any eruploy'rl*rrt, I will dis*loso thc resign*lion in

lien tlf discipline in r+spons* lr any questjon rcgarding tlisciplinary actiun or the status olmy

I{I:SICNA]',loN l:(]t{M Ol':r

llRjiNl" r. rfi II I NIR N(.] Li l(,(ill ( h)l.c 1]" i(lr)i
OFf lCl:i { }lr: 1)l S(iiPl,lNAI{Y CQI I iriS liL

OIj '1'l"ll1 W.A,SI ll]{{.i'I'ON S"l'.,\'t I l].{Il r\SSOC l.'\'1"IOlri

l3?J .ltr Avenue:. Snile 000
Scultlr.'. \\';\ 9B I ()l -l j.19

rl{)6 } 727-ltlil7
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license to practice law.

11. I unrJurstancl thal my resignation becomes eflbctive on disciplinary counsel?s

endorsement and filing of this docurnent with the Clerk, and thal under ELCI 9.3(c) clisciplinary

colrnsei must do so promptly fbllowing rer:eipt of this document and pal,ment of costs and

expenses.

1?. When my re signation becomes el'fuctive. I agree to be subject to all restrictions that

apply to a disbarred larvyer.

Il. Upon filing ol' my resignation, I agree to comply rvith thc same duties as a

disbar:ecl lawyer uncler ELC 14.1 througli EI-C 14,4.

14. I understand that, afler my resignation becomes eflbctive, it is pern:anent. i r.vill

nover be eligible to apptry and will not be considered lbr admission or reinstatemert to the

practice of law nor vr"ill I be eligible ibr adrnission tbr any limited practice of'law.

15. I certily under penalty of per-iury under the lnws of the State of Washington that

the lbregoing is true and correct.

6urse. Bar No,

SUBSCRIBI1D AND SWORN to before me this -t* tloy of {,{,{,i, 2017.

MICIIELLE Hf;$fiY
iloi{{y Fub}ic

$ta& ol W*silfl{lrf}
My Ap*oinlmsnt fxpir$ Sep ?3, I01S

FNTJORSED BY:

Bar No. 175??

R1.{$}CNATION ITOR]V1 OF
BRENT r.lC|-I]'NER NOl"illSH (LiLC 9.3{ll})
Page 3

OFIrlCil OF DISCIIPLINA llY COI iI'JStil.,
OI] TI'll] W;\ $H {N0 ]'ON S'1'A'I.Ij I}Al1 A"SS0CIAT ION

I3?5 4th Aveauc, Suit* 600
Ssaltle. WA 9tt 101-2539

(306) ?27.8107

Wasiringtan, rtsiciing at

My conrmission expires:
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i]EFORB I'HH
D tSCI PI .INAi{\' 80,\T{D

olr T'1ll:
WASIIINO'I'ON S1'AT li UIAR .,\SSOCIATION

In re ODC llile Nos. l7-00(170. l7-00q67

S'I A'I'HVIEN"I' OF AI,I-]1C}IJT)
ivllscoNDucT LTNDEI{ ELC 9.3(bX l)

BI{IIN T LIGHT}{ER NO TJITSII,

l,awyer (B.rr No. 3?7qA).

'llre follorving utnstilutes n Statement of Allegcd l\lisconeluct mrder I{ule 9.31b)(l) ol'

the ltules fbr Ent'trrcemrnt o{'l,arlver ('onclLrcr Il:LC').

I, ADMISSION TO I'ITAC"I'IC}I

L llespondent llrent Lightner NoLrrse w'as admilted to the practice of larv in the State

o{'Woshingtorl orl Nt.rvcmber 4" 2002.

II. ALLEGNI} FACTIi

3. Clie:rts N,tiS snil N{S ("dllients") hired ilcsponclu'rrt in \'lareh ?01-l tn represent

(hen:r in a dispute nith I{F. a buikiing contrnctor wh*m Clierrts hail lrired lo rcnr*rlei;r

cortclontinitrrtt tltcS' purchirsccl l'ot tlteir son.

3. Respotrclclrt rcpresentl'd tr.r Cllicrrts llurl he hrtl ctrrnnrcnc,ecl ir litnsLtit lrgtinst l{F

ancl his construction'n-usiness ("I)elbndmts"). 'Ihat representatiofl was lirlse: Respondent in lzrct

Stirterr(nt ol A lhgeil \,{isconduci (llrlf l {.:l:i il F Dl S C ll'}l.ll''l ;\ k Y C(]1 J}r S}11,
()lr I tllr \\.\51llN(;I{)\ s1'.,1 1 1' lli\1{ ASS()tll;\'l lt)N

l.l:5 ,'1'r' .{vcrirre. Suit( 600
Sc:rl.tic. \U,\ eS l0 l -l5.iq

(10(i) ?2?-8?0?

Pngr I
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never comlaenc*d a lalvsr"iit ofi Clicnll;' h*ha1J'.

4. In [ar]v 2i]1(r- Ilcsptrndent rcpr*scntcd to {llicnts thal tlrcrc rvoulrl be a nretlialiorr

r,l'ith l)el'cndants' ilrsur*r. ixrd thrri {l}ients need*cL to filtenil. -lhat 
r*rpresentalion u,ris thlse: tto

m*cliatirx \\&s ever arr;urgerl r"vith Defbnclants or Ue.terrrlilnts' insurcr.

5. lii r*lianc* ur: Itesp*ncle*t's rspresentetitln. Clients eanceler{ a val:fltir:il anrt

trlil eled {irorn Lor"risianii^ wliele the-v r*siriecl. tri Seattle" Clierxs spent mor}ey orr *irfiue to and

fiom $ea{tle arrrl a lrixcl loorn in Scattle. and thc5' lost lhe nloiley the1" }-urd sp*nt on ton-

r,efundahle air"line tickets for: thq vacation they canceitcl.

6. \Vhile CIient.r zrnd thcir son ivaitcrl in Ilespo:rclent's ollice, Responclent representer{

tr Clients that he vtor"rlcl be ir: a diit'erent room negotiatirrg a scttlement rvith the assistrrnce ofla

rne cliator. r\lier se'.'eral lrouls. Rcsponrlent tolci Clients tlrnt the llre cliation had heen

unsuccessfirl, and th*t tlre medirtol irad leli. 'lhosc rcpresent$tions \\cl'e lhlsc: therc haci bccrt

no mediation.

7. Latcr in ?016. Iiespondent repre,sented to Clients that there rryoulcl bc a secotrd

mecliation. That rrpresentati*n r.r,as {hlsc: no mecliation rvas ever finanged with Defundants or

Ilelbndants' insurer.

8. In relirulce or Respunricnt's reprcsentation, l!{.lS travelecl lit.x"n Luriislana to Seattle

expccting to attend a rncdiirtion. A{icl she an'iveci, Il-esponder:t tolcl ]rer that thc llcdiation hstt

hecrr cirnuclcd hccinrsc lhe IJcli'ndurrts' iusurcr had tlcclirtcd to pnrticipatc. Th*t t'eprcsctttitliott

was {alse.

I. Still later iu 20i6.

rnediation,'I'hat representalion

Delenclarrts * insurer.

Strrlurn*nt ol',{lhgei.l [4 iscoruluct
llirgr I

i{"esporrderl represented to Clients that there nor"lld L:e another

was l'alse: ni: meciiatkln wa$ ever affangeci witl, Ilel'enrla:its or

t )l rl'l("I : ( )l: l)l S( :l l)l I \:\It\' ( l0l l;\Slri
{)Ir I'l lli WASIilNCT0N S1'A'}"T-'] I3Al{ itli$Li(llA'l'l()l,J

I ^1:5 lrr' .\\cr1ur'. Stritc (rtlti

Seallls. Wi\ 98 l0l -15:1$

(:il6i ?27-8?rlT



1

Z

-1

4

5

o

7

I

I

l0

il

t2

1i

rt
l4t

l5

l6

17

18

l9

20

2t

22

i-)

24

:0, In reliance nr"r ltespr:ndeill's nlpli:sentation. M.lS tr:ave]*cl li'clur l-*trisiana to $eatlle

again, expeeling ta ilttenrl a rnrrliation yet agnin. Aller she atrrived, }Lesprtncl*t'tt t*lel her that the

meclistio* haci heen eanc*leri h*cauxc tl"r* i)t:lr;ndanl$' it"l$ltrel hael declined 1o parti*ipate.

Ilesp*ndenf also trlcl Clier-rts that this was burcljcial io thent, beuau$* it tneant tl"rat the case

lvr:,ulel pn:ceecl 1o rnandator.v arbitrrrtion. Resl:ondcni also told tllicnts that C.lS r'voulcl be ih*

arbitratr:r, Ali of those rl:prcsefltiitions lverr: iulse.

11" I{"espond*nt prepn::*il tr.vr-r clocum*nts iolsely represeuting t}rat C'lS

arbitration arvard in Clients' lavor. The first d*cument purportcd to be a lettcr

2016 on llrc lcrtcrherd ol'C.lS signctl bv C.lS. The hotl.v- ot thc lettct statccl:

had renclered iirt

dat*d August 4,

Please fii:d enclosecl n:y arvarcl in the flhove ret'er:*nced mattcr. I havc

been inlormecl that Detenclar:ts r,viil mrt appeiu: in this matter an<1 clo not r'vish to

in'",oice yaur clienls tbr needless ti*re. I hav* revierryeel the evidence You

provided to mc ancl find it stlpllol'tl; thc arv*rrcl ctrclos*cl.

12, The sgconcl cloeun:ent purpolted ti.r L":c a $2.250"000 arhitration arr,vard datecl August

4.20l6orrple:rdingpapersigrredbvCJS.'lhcbrrdyo['thc'"nr.ritrtl"statecl:

This mattct call]e beibre the irnclersignccl i-rrbitrator pursuallt to tJle

parties' ar$itration agreement on August 4, ?0tr6 in Seattle, Washington" Having

cr:nsitlered all thc. erriderctr and applic*hle lau,s. tl-rc, utrdersigned has lbund in
lbr.or of Plainrill' . . . anrl tgainst Dc.ibndants . . ,. jointll' a:td sevctillly" in the

allrouni o f $2.? -50.000.00.

13. 'l'hose docunreuts rvcre thlsc. atrd rverc irrtsncled to deceive Clients" fherc \,va$ ncr

arbitration bcfure C.lS or anyone else, and tltcrc rr'as tto rririlration ar.vard. CIJS, r.vho is in lect

an arhitratur" httd no knorrylcclge of Respondent's ttctious.

14. Ituspqntlent proviclerl the trvo {alse docurlel}ts to illients. Itcspr:ndent represented

to {llients that the nrbitrator's clecision vvas lirtal antl tltnt Clir'nt$ rvould receive $?,?50,0{J0 r:n*e

th* cotul approvetl the artritlatot:'s *wafd. Later, after no nione)'. arrivecl, Respondent

represelted to Clielts that he rvould go to court antJ obtuin *rt orcler crtlblcing the *rt:itrat0r''s

Stiltelnlcllt *l' Allegcd \''liscontlutt oI:l::l (i|: t)l:] lll st :l l)l,lNA ItY { lot.JN Slil
{)l'r'lllfi IVASl llNClllN ST;\ l"i:) i}AI\ ;\SSilCIA'llON

1325 ,trtt'Avsttue. Srrite 60{.)

Scaltle. !t1A 93 l0 I -]i39
il()ir) 727-81()7

llrrge ii
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rieeisi*r:. ,,\ll of ttrose repr*sentaii*ns tver* fal$s.

i5. Resprincierrt preparcd a third d*c*nrcr:t tirlsel.l" represr:nling that a iudgt had

grmrlerl strmmili"y j*clgment in Clie':.rts' lilr,*r. J"hat clucrrment purpor{ecl to i:r: a ctlurt ord*r

entitlecl "Order firlnting Snmrnary Judgnrer:t" signcd tir,' * King Count,v Supuri*r Court Juilge

and daled hlr:v*r:bcr 11, ?(}lfi. It was pn 1-rleading papur with i't Ilctilions uase cnption iutd a

tlctiriotrs causc rtuntlr*r. It stirtcd itt pittl:

Juclgme:rt shatl he eilteled i* tjrvol ol'lllaintitll's [sir.] ancl against l)ehndant in
the alnount of $3,?50,000.0$ r.vith interest bearing al lzo'ia per annllm.

16, .l.hat rJocument wtts lirlse. and w{ls intended to deceiv,r Clients. T'here was no sttch

case jn the Kir:g Cor"lrty Sup':rior Coufi nr an3'where else' 'fher* \vrls llo such order' ancl no

such juclgnrent. I{espondent provided the tnlse clocume nt to C}ients.

I 7. In reliancc on ltespcnrlent's representntions *nd advice. Clients paid an accounlant

ti:r *dvice about the ta.{ consequerce$ ol' the $?,ls0,txX) arbitration au'itrcl. 'fhey made a

$10,000 non-rellndatrlc canresl nloncv palyment ibrproperty tircy plannecl to purchase fcrrtlreir

son i,vith thc proceecls ol the arbitr:trtion qu'nrd. Thcy paic{ an architect l'or a l'easibility studv.

Because there rvas no arbitration arvard. tltey rvere not abl* to pttrcltase tlte propr-'rt3''. ar:cl they

lost thc S 1 0,000 non-rclundablc eltlcst ltt()llc)' 1la1'ntctit.

18. In April 2017. Cllienls contuclcd lalvl'erJW at l{espondent's lalY 'lirm, rvh<r

intbrr:tcd them that l(espondent \y*s uo loligcr at the finn. I{espondent's association rlith tlrc

firm lxrrl been terminatercl r"rn or aboui;\pril 11,2017, JW tixu:cl thc thrce lltlse dcwnments

clcs{ribod s}qrr.,e in llespondent's lortuer o['fice, and sent thom to Clicnts'

19. dllients irired la*'.ver I-,1,. rvhei search*ri cotu1 t'ecords;rnd contactecl CJli, rvhose

niltne wa$ on th( ;\ugr"rst 4, ?t)l6 letter an<l the nrbltr*ti*n awarcl that ILespondent had providerl

lu them" Ihrorrgh l,l-. Clicr:ts lcirrn,;cl 1lxrt no ar'lritnttion lrad ever occurred. ancl t]:iil no legll

Stittern*nr ol' ;\1 I'rgcri lr..lisconilutt ()FH(i [i (]l i l) ts01 I)1, llJ,,\ t(\' {l{)l.lN $ lil
0r,,'1'l t [i \\''Asli I NjcTON s]"A]'l] I]All A ss0cl lA1"1(}N

l3l5 4'h Ayenue. Suite 600
Selttle. W.'\ 98 l(l l-15.I(,

(?06) 71?-8:07
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agtion had evsr been flled.

20. Responclent billed Lliients lor legal services at tlre rats of'$300 per hour.

?1. Over the cour$e of the representalion. Respondent billed, anci fllients paid, over

s37,000.

??. Respondent billecl Clients for services he never perltrrnted'

III. ALLNGED MISCONDUCT.

23, By failing lo act rvith reasonabie diligence and promptness in representing Clients,

Responetent violated RPC 1.3.

74. By ihiling to keep Clients reasonably infbrmed abont the status ot their matter,

Respondent violated RPC La(aX3).

25. By charging or collecling an unreasonable fbe. Itespr:ndent violatect RPC 1.5(a).

?6. Ry committing a criminal act {[r'irgery) that reflects adversely on his honesty,

trust\ryor1'hiness, or fitness as a iarvyer, Respondent violated RPC S.4(b).

??. By engaging in conduct invi;lving dishonesty. fraud, deceit or misrepresentation,

Respondent viol*ted IIPC 8.4(c).

28, By engaging in conduct demonstrating unfitness to practice law, Respr:ldent

violated RPC' 8.4(tt).

DATED this fx,flk day tri' $r*il* .2017..--=-I-

$lotcrnr.nt ol Alleged Misconduci
Page 5

OFFlCli OF DISCIPi,]NAI1Y COUNSiril.,
Of: l'l"II:, WASIIINCTL}N SlATE 3AI{ ASSOallA'I'lON

1325 4ti' Av*nuq, Suilr* 600
sealrle. wA 98 l0 I -?539

(206) 727-11207

t G. Busby, tsarr No. 17572
Senior Disciplinary Counsel


