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Drc $ E 2017

BEFORE THE
DISCPLINT};BOARD

WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

Notice of Reprimand

Lawyer Mark Evan Didrickson, WSBA No. 20349, has been ordered Reprimanded by the

following attached documents: Order on Stipulation to Reprimand and Stipulation to

Reprimand.

WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

CERTiF!CATF OF S{:r q\,!r.lF

i rtrliii'i, the'r ira*t.rl o r-'onv cf ,^rf(4---t !'!4W.1

Notice of Reprimand
Page I of I

WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION
1325 Fourth Avenue - Suite 600

Seattle, WA 98101-2539
(206) 727-8207

to the Disciplinary Board
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BEFORE THE
DISCPLINARY BOARD

OF THE
WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

MARKEVAN DIDRICKSON,
l
l

Lawyer (Bar No. 20349).
i

ii)

t{]

;1\

Order en Stipulation
Page I

Proceeding No.t7flW|%b

ODC File Nos. 09-01812,ll-01433

ORDER ON STIPULATION TO
REPRIMAND

{"){frce q{ Dis;r;in!in;rr.,, {l*rir':sr,rl arrrJ to he nra!hd

On review of the December 5,2017 Stipulation to Reprimand and the documents on file

in this matter,

IT IS ORDERED that the December 5,2017 Stipulation to Reprimand is approved.

Dated this 7th day of December , 2017.

Chief Hearing Officer

CERTiFICATF OF qFqI'ICF.

I i:l,rrtrly rhat I na,sFr, a coov o{ rnWl@

rli]$!a*e prei-rerd cn ttre --J-lI- day of

Disciplirr;rry Boeid



Dic s? 2017

t

2

3

4

5

6

7

I

I
10

il
12

13

i4

l5

i6

t7

18

19

2A

?I

22

23

BEP$RE:IT{N
DISCIPLI}&ARY BOARD

o!"rHE
WA$}IING:XON SrArs gAR AS,SOCTATT0N

OFFdCE OT {}HUIPLEIARY CC'I.IN.$E}.
oF rHE vr,ASlllNGTOlI STA {S gAR ASSOCIA'IION

l.lt5 4{r Arenue" $uire 6G0
$sntld, 11?: 98 tof "2S3*

It06j1?7-82s7

Proce*ding No, i+ *0 00b Y)

ObC Fils N.o(s)- 09--*t$l2, 1 I -0 1433

STIPUI,AfiON TO REPRIMAND

Under Rule 9,1 of tho Rules fbr .HniCIrcernoni of Lar*yer CCInduct (,ELC), thc following

Stipulation to repri.rnand i* c*tmed:ints by th* Office ofiDisciplinary Counsel (ODCJ,of tlte

Washiaglon $tate Bar Association (Associrtion) througtrr disctplihary counsel I\,{ Craig Erup'*rtd

Respondent lawyer Mark Evan Didrickson.

Respondent undbrstands that he is entitled under the ELC ts a hearing, to present

exhibits and witnesses on his behalf, and to haye a hearing officer determirre the faets.

misconduct and sanction in this case, Respondent t'urther understands thai he ls entitlsd under

the ELC,to eppe*l the ouicora.e of a headns to *he tr)isriplinfix), Bs*rdl end, in ce*ain cases, the

$upreme Courl, Resp)nrJent fr.rrthqrrunder$tend$ tlrst a heari:lg.and appeal coilld resuit in an

outcome rnore fnvcrnblc or less favtlrable to hinr. Respondeitt *hei&res to resalve this

proceeding now by entering, int$ the following siipleti*n t* &ets" miscond$cl *nd $anstioJr to
$tiprlali*n t* Reprinxmd
*ege L

MARK EVAN I}INNIC}ffiON!

Lauyer (BarNo.20;4P),

WV
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avoid fhe risk, time, and expense attendent to further pr,oceedings"

T. ADIfl$SION TCI Pnl"ACTICtr

1. Rospondent was admitted to praotice lavr in the Stet& of Washington on February l,

199t.

IT STI},'ULATEF TACTS

2. Respondent represented his rnotlrer"in-lav,r Carmen Cobb in a mediaal malpnrctice

case.

3. Respondent setiled Ms. Cobb's olairn for $?7,500, deposited funds in trust, made

appropriate disbursals, and held $21,000 in trust for the purpose ofpaying subrogated insurer

elaims when amounh were settled.

4. Respondent took a 25 percent contingent fee based on an oral agreemerrt wjth Ms"

Cobb.

5. Respondent did not h*ve a written eontingeat fee agrecment with Ms. Cobb.

t&-;
6. Bstween 2002 and 200?, on four occEsicns, Responderrt borrowed:$8,500 frorn Ms.

Cobb with her eonsent.

7, At the times Respondent borrowed the funds, Ms. Cobb wes still a clienl

8. At the times Respondent boxowed the firnds, Ms. Cobb did not have diminished

mental or physical capacify.

9. By borowing fimds from Ms" Cobb, Reqpondent entEred into business tmnsactions

with a client.

10, The tenn$ of the loans $,s.re not *ansi$itted in writing.

11. Respondelrt told Ms. Cobb tlhat they rreeded to msst and put the loans in writing, but

she said it wasnot a priority.

$tipularion ftl R*prinamd
Prg* 2

OTFICE OII DISfiPLINARY COUNSEL
OS THE WA$TIINCTQN sTA,TE AN,ft, ASSOCIATION

t325 46 Ate*u*" Sxite 60(l
$eanle' 1YA 981 0l-2r39

(206) 72?-82{n

1"1a{*
,ry

'

,

I
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I?. Rospondent suggesp{ a,d.$,ptrssrt interest rnfe ln a letter to Ms. eobh bgt no term

for paymenl of interest w&s ever agreed on or recluced to writing.

13" Respgndent *Ji<l,flot edvisu Ms, Cob,b to seek advico of indep*ndent e*unsel bef,orc

lending him the nloney.

14. Ms. Cobtr died in 2009,

15. Respondent made no payments on the loan until the issue cafie up during the

probate af Ms. Cohh's estrte

I6, On May I8,2010, Resporulent repaidthe $8,500 principalto Ms. Cobb's esrare.

I?.,Respondent dltl r:rot pny ir4erest on the kxrowed funds.

18, The personal represenlative of the estate did not pursue the payment of -interast and

Wated the loans as ifthey wefc paid in full-

19. The estate was closed.

TII. STIPULATION TO VIOLATION,$

20. By taking a cOntingent fee in a m$tier without h*ving a v&itten fee agfeement"

Respondent violated ,ll.PC I .5(cX I ).

2l.By entering into buslness transactions rvith a client orr terms tlat were not

transmiued ir, wr{ting, and by not advisirrg the client to s*ek advioe of on independent lawyer

regarding the transactions, I{espondent violated RPC 1.S(a).

IV. PRTOR ilTSC}PLTNE

,2?. Bsspordent does ilot heve any prit:r publio {isciptlue.

.T,i, APFLICATMH {}S' ABA S.TAN$AT{l}$

?3.lfhe following AmeriQan Bar Assaciation $tartdnf*Jbr lrcposingl,AU&$Sarc1tAfl*

(1$91 sdt & Feb. 199? fiupp.i upply to this case:

Stipulrtir:n ro Reprinamtl
?*ge 3

SFTILY {}$ n} SCI}LIN;{RY f$U l*$iil,
O[ 1"HE lryASLIINCTON SI'ATE BA'I" A$SOCIAIIO}i

1325 {6 Auenru, Suiic S00
Ssanle. \YA 98I01-?519

{?06} 7l?-82f}?
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ABA S#ad.t${.3:
4"3I Disbafment is generally:apprr:rpxia{e, w.{ret a lawyer, without the infbmned

conserrt o1: cl ient(s) :

(a) engagss in representation of a client knowing thar the lawyer?s
. interssts &ro &dverse to the client:s rvith the ints*t to beneflt ths
lawy*r or another, anrtr e*usm serious on potrntinlly serious injt.tty
to the plientl 0r

(bi simulta$eousllr represonts plients th*t tho lawyrr knaws have
adverse iilerssts with the intenr to benefig il:e lauryer or nno&er,
snd,cerqes serious,,or potentiatiy serious injury to * e [inn( e.r

{*) repnssonts a client in a matter subst*ntially'relded to a mafier in
wftieh the interests of a present or fogner client are mrteriatlrv
adverse, and knowingly uses informatio* relating to the
r€presnnt*tion of a c.trient lviih the inrent lo benefit tho lawyer or
anothpr and,nauses serio*s or potentiaily serious injury to a o!ie$t.

4.32 Suspensio* is geaeralll *pprCIpr{at$ when a lawyer knows of a conftiet ou
interesl and does not fully di.sclose to a client the possible effect of that
conflict, and causes lnjury or potential injury to a c-lient.

4.33 Reprimand is generally appropriate rvhen a lawyet is negligent in
detsffihing r*hetksr the repfeeentation of, a client rnay be materi*lly
affecrcd byrthe iuwyer's ovn inter$$tq or whether the rcpresbhtalion lvill
adversely affect another elieut, and sauses injury or potential injury to a
client,

4"34 Adrnonition in generally appropriate when a l*rryer engages in an
irolat*d iastanco of n*gligertcs in defermining whe*rer the reprospnt&tion
ol'a olient rnay be materially affected by the tawyefs own interesisn or
whelher the representation will adversely affect another client, and causes
little or no actual or potential iqjury to a client.

AfiA Stenlafi.7.0
7.1 Dixban:rent is generall,v appropriat* when a lewyer knuwingly engage; in

cqnduei that i$ e violatior:r *f a duty orved {l$ s professional with the intenr
ts ob,tain a benefit for the l*urycr or anothei, *nd causes serious ol:
poterdielly serious injury ro a client, the public, sr the isgfti syst*m.

f ,,i). $uspension is generally appropriare when a la*y*r ktmr*:trrgly engage"s i:n

conduct that is a viotation of a dur,v owcd as a professional and causes
irjuty ogpote.niialiqiury to a client, tho public, or the legal system.

?"3 lleprimand is generally eppropriatrwhen a lawyer negligently engages itr
condust that i* a viol*tiqn of n duty owed a$ a professional and cquses
mjury or pCIte$iel iqiuryto * client, the public* orthe legal systsol.

7.4 Ailmonition is generally appropri*e nh*ru a iawy*r engages in an
isolated instance of nogligence that is a viql*tion ef a duiy owecl as a
pnofessional, and causes liUle or no actuat of pote*tial injury to a client,
the publi*, orth+ legal systen.

24; Rerpondent,os r$eilt*l frtf,te wes n*gligent,

${lpuhtio$ to EeFrin{trltd
Lngr 4

r,Id.'IfE $T I}ISCIP''NARY COIIN$ST,
sr Trrfi IvASHINfiTO).r $?Am IrA$,.ASS0eiA'nClr",i

lJ25 4rr'Avenue. S$kc 600
so*1t14. \diA ss tt)I-253$

*Q6)?*7-$?(!?
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25, Rsspu*denf $ oondust'injured Ms. Cobb in that she lost the uso of the funds during

the period of*re loan and did not eam any interest.

26. Ttre,prcsumptive sanstion is reprimand'under AEA Stanclards 4"33 and ?.&

??, 'thE follovring aggravating:factors apply under ASA $H$dgrd 9,?3:

(d) multiple offenses; ancl

(i) substantial exp*rience in the pra*tice ryf law.

38. The folluw.ing,mitigating fnctors g.pply under ABA Stand,prd g.3?:

(a) absence of a prior disciptinar"v record: and
(l) renrorse.

29. It is an additional mitiguting lacror that Respondcnt has agreerJ to resolve thip tnatter

at an early stage ofthe proceedings.

30. On balance Lhe aggravating and nritigating factors da not require q departure from,

the presunptive sanotion.

VI. STI?ULATBD DISCIPLINE

3 l. The parties stipulnte that Respondent shall recr:ive a Reprimand for lris conduct.

VII. RESTITUTION

32. 'Iharn is n* r,estitutir:n ortilrg:in lhis matter trecause the principatr was paid {here r+*s

no ag&emcnt for psyment *f int*rest at ffly $et intere$t rate, the persormi r:Epresentative of ,the

esute did ngr pursuc payment of interest" and the estate was closed.

vlff. COST$ AND BXFENSES

33. 'In light of Respunclentts willingn*ss ro resolve thi* matter hy stipulation at an eady

stage Of the prcceedings, RcsponCent shail pay lrtl.ltTts.y lbes ancl admjniltrat.ive r;osts of $750 in

a*cordancs rvith. EI,;C 13.9(i), Ihe Association will seek a rnnney judgnieut under'fri.C 13,9(l) if

thesb cosf;i are not peid within 30 days ofentrry uf an order approving this stipulation"

Stipulatlon to J{upriuamd
PaSe $

fi Ffl Cfl OT 1)HCIFLINAR.Y' COIAI$AT.
OI"'i HE, $^S}I,IHC:T(JI\ STATS BAR ASSOCIAfi ON

1325 .lt Arcnqe, Suitc 600..

$edirl6. wA 9&10r-?$3$'

{2t)6)',127"8201



I

/

IX. VOLUI{?ARY AGRSEfoIENT

34, Respondent states rhat prior to entering irrtrr this Stipulation he hxd an orportunity tr:

eonsult independent l*gal counsel regarding lhis Stipulation, that Respondent is entering into

this Stiputxion voluntnfily, nnd that, no ptomises or threats have becn mu.de by ODC, rhe

Association, nox'by any represen:tative thereof to induee the Rosporrdent ts enlar into this

Stipulation except as prnvided herein,

35.Snce fully executed, this stipulation is a contract govenred byrhe,legai principles,

applicable to contracts, and rnay not be,unilaterally revoked or modified by either party.

X, LM{I?ATTSNS

36. This $dpulation !s a cornpromisn {gffisment intertded t# resolve this .mattur in

accordance with &e purposss o.f lawyer diseipline while avoidlng further proceedings anrl the

exffiltrre of additionai rs$ources by tlrc,Respondent and ODC. Bsth the Respoadent liewyer

and ODC acknowledge that rhe rrsult ufter further prOceedings in this mattel miglrt differ from

the rrsult agreed to trgrein.

3?. this $tinulation is fiot biridins upon ODC or the rcspondem as a statement of all

existing farts relating to the professional conduct of ttreresglndent law1,er, and any additional

existing facts may be proven in any subsequenr disciplinary proceedings.

38.'Ihis Stiputation results &om thE consideration +f various factors by botlr parties,

ihcltding the borre.tits tn bnlh by prorxptly r.esolving this matterwilhoui the time and expense of

hearings, Disciptinary Board appcals, and Supreme Court appeals or pstitions for review. As

such, approval oli this $tipulation will not con$titute precedent in determining the appropriate

sanction t* he irnposed in other case$; but, if approved, this Stipulation will be adm-,issible in

$ubsequeftt ;rroceeriings against Resp+nd*nt to the safl$ extent ss eny .otlier ap,proved

$tipulation I0 Repaiiranr(! Olncs 0F DISCIPLINT\RY COIINSHI,
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0r. T'}IB wAsl"llNGTO_N:$ f ATn B A'l?. d.$S$Clit.rr$r,t

l32S 4E rLvenrrq $uits 000
sffii{te.'wA 98tfl1:2139
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Stipulation.

39. t.Incler ELC 3.1&), all documenrs that form the record before the Hearing Otlicer for

his ot her review become public informatiaq on approval of the Stipulalion by the Hearing

Oflicer, unless disclosuro is reshicterl by order or rule of lew.

40,If this $tipulation ie approved by the }{earing Officer, it will be foltowed by the

disciplinary action agreed to in this Stipulation. All notices required in tho Rules for

Enforcement of Lawyer Conduot will be madE.

4l.If this Sripulation i$ not approved by thc He*ring Officer, ttris Stiprlation will hnve

fio foroe or effect, and neither it nor the f*ct of its execution nvill be admisdble as evidsnoe in

the pending disciplinary proceeding, in any subscquent disciplinary proceeding, or in ony civil

or criminal action,

WfmnEFORE the urrdsrsigned beiug futrly adyised, adopt and sgrce to this Stipulation

to Discipline as set foth above.

Dat€d: J)"*.*"n, iln* {i{et

$tipuladort to Rcprinamd
Fags ?

OFFICS OF SISCJPIIi}qARY COUNSEL
OF THE WA$HINOI'ON STATE I}AR A$SOCIATIOT'I

1325 4s Ave$ue, Sui1e 600
$eattl*, WA 98101.?139

QW727-s2fi7

Evan Didrickson, B*rNo. 20349

M Craig Bray,

I

il
:
:

T


