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BEFORE THE
DISCIPLINARY BOARD

OF THE
WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

Proceeding No. 12#00014

REPRIMAND (1 of 2)

Under the Rules for Enforcement of Lawyer Conduct promulgated by the Supreme

Court of the State of Washington, you have been directed to receive this FORMAL

REPRIMAND.

You represented a client in a probate dispute involving Indian trust property. To resolve

the dispute, the parties entered into a Settlement Agreement, which provided that your client

would a receive a 100Yo life interest in the trust property and the other party woul d receive 35o/o

of the income generated by the trust property (trust income) over a five-year period. Payments

to the other party were to be made quarterly from the trust income deposited into your client's

Individual Indian Money (IIM) account. The Settlement Agreement was approved by the

Bureau of Indian Affairs and bv the state court.
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your client resided in another country, you decided to assign your law firm

WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION
1325 4'n Avenue, Suite 600
Seanle, wA 98101-2539

(206) 727 -8207

MARY TURGEON WYNNE,

Lawyer (Bar No. 12441).
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business account to your client so that she could receive wire transfers from her IIM account.

You failed, however, to ensure that the assignment was accomplished.

Over the next four years, I00% of the trust income, includingthe35Yo claimed by the

other party, was deposited into your business account, which was not a trust account. You did

not notify the other party when the funds were received. You did not provide the other parly

with an accounting when the funds were disbursed or annually. The other party did not receive

any payments from the trust income until it frled a federal lawsuit and obtained a judgment

against your client.

Your conduct in depositing funds in which your client and a third party claimed an

interest into your business account, which was not a trust account, violated RPC 1 .15A(c) and

RPC 1 .1sA(e).

Your conduct in failing to notify the third party of your receipt of funds in which the

third party claimed an interest violated RPC L l5A(d).

Your conduct in failing to provide the third party with an accounting, annually or upon

distribution of the funds in which the third party claimed an interest, violated RPC 1.15A(e).

These actions merit a Formal Reprimand. Your actions discredit you and the legal

profession and show a disregard for the high traditions of honor expected from a member of the

Association.

NOW, THEREFORE, YOU ARE HEREBY REPRIMANDED by the Washington State

Bar Association for this misconduct. This Reprimand will be made a part of your permanent

record with the Association, and will be considered along with other evidence regarding any

future grievances against you.

Your privilege to practice law in the State of Washington is based on the finding that
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you are a person of good moral character, and on your commitment to abide by the rules

governing the conduct of members of the Association. The Association expects all your future

conduct as a lawyer to be consistent with that finding as to your character, and with a continuing

commitment on your part to the letter and spirit of those rules.
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Dated thi. ?P d^y or hK6-,zot3.
WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

CERTIFICATE OF SEqI4CF

I cerlify rhar I cAusert a cooy ot.}nrvlllturlrltitt!\
to.$e dehvered to the Office of l)iscinlinary Cnrnsel anr, ro be mailed

tl@F-d!!B/Responr{enr's Cou nsel

WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION
1325 4'h Avenue, Suite 600
Seattle, WA 98101-2539

(206) 727-8207

Michele Radosevich. President

at


