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BEFORE THE
DISCIPLINARY BOARD
OF THE
WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

Inre Proceeding No. 13#00055

JEFFREY T. HALEY , RESIGNATION IN LIEU OF DISCIPLINE
(ELC 9.3(b))
Lawyer (Bar No. 9526).

Jeffrey T. Haley, being duly sworn, hereby attests to the following:

1. I am over the age of eighteen years and am competent. [ make the statements in
this affidavit from personal knowledge.

2. I was admitted to practice law in the State{ of Washington on October 30, 1979.

3. I was served with a Formal jComplainf and ’Notice to Answer in this matter on
August 20, 2013.

4. 1 have voluntarily decided to resign from the Washington State Bar Association
(the Association) under Rule 9.3 of the Rules for Enforcement of Lawyer Conduct (ELC)»»iﬁ'\iiéu

of defending against disputed allegationé of misconduct.

5. ttached hereto as Exhibit-A is Disciplinary Counsel’s statement of alleged
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misconduct under ELC 9.3(b)(1). I am aware of the allegations of misconduct set forth in|

Disciplinary Counsel’s statement of alleged misconduct, and rather than defend against these
allegations, I wish to permanently resign from membership in the Association in lieu of further

disciplinary proceedings. Attached hereto as Exhibit B is my statement of reasons why I dispute

the allegatid§ of misconduct. | /7}/

6. I understand that my resignation is permanent and that any future application by
me for reinstatement as a rnember‘of the Association is currently barred. If the Supreme Court
changes this rule or an application iS otherwise permitted in the future, it will be treated as an
application by one who has been disbarred for ethical misconduct, and that, if I file an
application, I will not be entitled to a reconsideration or reexamination of the facts, complaints,
allegations, or instahces of alleged misconduct on which this resignation was based. \

7. I agree (a) to notify all other jurisdictions in which I am or have been admltted to

(none) |
practice law of thls resignation in lieu of dlsmplm% (b) t0 seek to resign permanently ﬁom the

(none) o
practice of law in any other jurisdiction in which I am admitted; (c) to provide stmphnary

Counsel with « coples of any of these notifications and any response@? Zr?de()d) to acknowledge
that this resignation could be treated as a disbarment by all other jurisdictions. There are no
other jurisdictions in which I am or thé been édmittécf to préétice law. “

8. I agree (a) to notify all other professional licensing agencies in any juri‘s‘di'cfti(v)n
from which I have a professional license that is predicated on my admission to practiée V’lya‘w of

(nohe) ' (ney
this resignation in lieu of dlSClplme (b) to seek to re51gn permanently from any such’ hcense;’,

and (c) to provide disciplinary counsel with’ coples of any of these notifications -and any |

[ none)
responses, There are no other professional hcensmg agenmes in any jurisdiction from whlch 1

have a professional license that is predicated' on my admission to practice law.

§1

o)
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9. I agree that when applying for any employment or license I will disclose this

resignation in lieu of defending against disputed allegations of misconduct in response to any
question regarding disciplinary action or thé‘ status of my license to practice law.

10. I am submitting with this affidavit a confession of judgment in the amount of
$1,000 in favor of the Association under ELC 9.3(f).

11. 1 understand that upon receipt of this resignation and my executed confession of
judgment, Disciplinary Counsel will enddrse the resignation and cause it to be filed ‘with the
Clerk to the Disciplinary Board as a public and permahent record of the Association.

12. I understand that my resignation becomes effective upon its filing with the Clerk.

cont/nue to
13. When my resignation becomes effective, I agree topbe subject to all restrictions that

apply to a disbarred lawyer, as 7 have Sihce ZW/
 conthue Yo
14. Upon ﬁlmg of my resignation, I agree to Acomply with the same dutles as a

disbarred lawyer under ELC 14.1 through ELC 14.4. Since 2006, I have complied with the
duties of a suspénded lawyer under ELC 14.1 through ELC 14.4. :

15. T understand that after my reéignéfion becomes effective, it is permanent. I will
never be eligible to apply and will not be considered for admission or reinstatemenfutr:(l):'tﬁe‘t

practice of law; nor will I be eligible for admission for any limited practice of law.
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16. 1 certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that

the foregoing is true and correct.

1/2/)p Lelprir

Date 4nd Place

Notary Publlc
State of Washington

| MY COMMISSION EXPIRES |
; July 29, 2016 :

ENDORSED BY:

Mu—

Scolt/G. Busby, Senior Disciplinary Counsel
Bar No. 17522

Affidavit of Respondent
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BEFORE THE
DISCIPLINARY BOARD
OF THE
WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

Inte ' ’ Proceeding No. 13#00055
JEFFREY T. HALEY, STATEMENT OF ALLEGED

MISCONDUCT UNDER ELC 9.3(b)(1)
Lawyer (Bar No. 9526).

The attached Fonnal Complaint, filed on August 14, 2013, in Proceeding No. 13#00055,
constitutes Disciplinary Counsel’s statement of alleged misconduct under Rule 9.3(b)(1) of the
Rules for Enforcement of Lawyer Conduct (ELC).

DATED this_S7%= day of [Jecewnhtr” ,2013.

M/g/ﬁa»Q

Leott G. Busby, Bar No. 17522
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. BEFORE THE
DISCIPLINARY BOARD
OF THE
WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

Inre _ Proceeding No. 13#00055
JEFFREY THORNTON HALEY, FORMAL COMPLAINT
Lawyer (Bar No. 9526).

Under Rule 10.3 of the Rules for Enforcement of Lawyer Conduct (ELC), the
Washington State Bar Association (the Association) charges the above-named lawyer w1th acts
of misconduct under the Rules of Professional Conduct (RPC) as set forth below.

ADMISSION TO PRACTICE

1.  Respondent Jeffrey Thornton Haley was admitted to the practice of law in the State
of Washington on October 30, 1979. |

2. In June 2006, Respondent was suspended from the practice of law for nonpayment
of dues. | |

3. In July 2006, Respondent was suspended for one year under ELC 13.3 for
violating RPC 1.8(a), 1.8(¢), and 1.8(h).

4.  Respondent has remained in a suspended status since June 2006.

Formal Complaint EXHIBIT A WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION
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FACTS REGARDING COUNT 1

5. Beginning in or about 1990, Respondent was 2 member of the law firm of
Graybeal Jackson Haley LLP.

6. In or around June 2006, Reépondent left Graybeal Jackson Haley LLP, which
became known as Graybeal Jackson LLP.

7. A dispute arose concerning how much Graybeal Jackson owed Respondent under
the firm’s partnership agreement.

8. In 2010, Respondent initiated an arbitration under provisions of the firm’s
partnership agreement.

9. Among the claims that Respondent submitted to the arbitration were claims for his
attorney fees and costs for the arbitration.

10. On February 23, 2012, the arbitrator entered a Final Award in full settlement of all
claims submitted to the arbitration.

11. The arbitrator awarded Respondent a sum of money, which Graybeal Jackson paid.

12. The arbitrator specifically declined to award Respondent his attorney fees and
costs for the varbitration.

13, Respondent was not satisfied with the arbitrator’s Final Award.

14. Beginning in March 2012 or earlier, Respondent sent email messages to members
of the Graybeal Jackson firm demanding that the firm and/or its partners pay him an addiﬁonal
sum of money. _

15. The additional sum of money that Respondent demanded was the aniount 6f
attorney fees and arbitration costs, with interest, that Respondent claimed the arbitrator should
have awarded him.

16. Respondent had no plausible claim of right to that additional sum of money,

Formal Complaint WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION
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because he had not prevailed at arbitration on his claim for attorney fees and arbitration costs.

17. Respondent repeatedly threatened to post what he called 2 “negative review” of

Graybeal Jackson on the World Wide Web unless Gréybeal Jackson and/or its partners paid him

the sum of money he demanded.

18. The threats that Respondent communicated to Graybeal Jackson and/or its partners
were wrongful threats as defined in RCW 9A.04.110(28)(d) through (j).

19. Respondent knowingly attempted to obtain the money he demanded from Graybeal
Jackson and/or its partners by means of these wrongful threats.

20. By knowingly attempting to obtain money from Graybeal Jackson and/or its
partners by means of wrongful threats as defined in RCW 9A.04.110(28)(d) through (),
Respondent committed the crime of extortion in the second degree in violation of RCW
9A.56.130(1).!

COUNT 1

21. By committing the crime of extortion in the éecond degree, Respondentrviolated
RPC 8.4(b) and/or RPC 8.4(1).

THEREFORE, Disciplinary Counsel requests that a hearing be held under the Rules for
Enforcement of Lawyer Conduct. Possible dispositions include disciplinary action, probation,

restitution, and assessment of the costs and expenses of these proceedings.

Dated this ["’/ﬂday of W , 2013.

Bcott G. Busby, Bar No. 17522
Senior Disciplinary Counsel

I RCW 9A.56.130(1) refers to RCW 9A.04.110(25)(d) through (j), but subsequent amendments changed
RCW 9A.04,110(25) to RCW 9A.04.110(28).
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'EXHIBIT B

BEFORE THE DISCIPLINARY BOARD
OF THE
WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

Inre:
JEFFREY T. HALEY, ' Proceeding No. 13#00055

Lawyer HALEY’S STATEMENT OF REASONS
WHY HE DISPUTES THE ALLEGATIONS

WSBA No. 9526

The WSBA asserts that I have no right to warn others against dealing with a former
partner who has unjustly cost me money ﬁnless I am legally entitled to a judgment against
that former partner. According to the WSBA, if the former partner successfully asserts a
legal defense and has no legal obligation to reimburse my cost, it is wrongful for me to warn
others against the risk of dealing with this unscrupulous person. The WSBA’s position is
that, if I ask the former partner to reimburse the cost I have suffered and inform the former
partner that, if my cost is not reimbursed, I will warn others against dealing with this person,
as I feel I have a moral duty to do, it is criminal extortion.

The WSBA’s position is wrong on the law. Whén people feel screwed by aIilyw =
business, they have a First Amendment right to inform others of their views, whether or not
they could win a judgment against the business in a court of law. ‘They also have a righ'f 1o
tell the business that, if the business reimbursés the cost they have suffered, they will have no

grounds for complaint and will not publish a négativer review. Ifthe business feels the claim

HALEY’S STATEMENT OF REASONS Jeffrey T Haley

WHY HE DISPUTES THE ALLEGATIONS - 1 13434 SE 27" Pl
Bellevue, WA 98005
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is unjust, it has the right to refuse to pay the cost and let the negative review be published.

The business can then publish their own statement of reasons why they think the claim is
unjust.

The right to pubiish a negative review when a person feels screwed by a business,
whether or not a court would give them a judgment, is essential to freedom of speech. The
proper remedy for speech that a party claims is wrong is more speech. It is not to recruit a
government regulatory body to silence the speaker with threats of an expensive disputed
proceeding. In this matter, the WSBA is siding with a group of its members against an
outsider — a person who is not a member and has no desire to be a member — and bringing the
weight of its resources against that outsider to silence his criticism of the members.

The right to publish a negative review when a person feels screwed by a business,
whether or not a court would give them a judgfnent, is also essential to maintaining a hlgh
level of ethics by businesses. The WSBA’s position would undermine the level of business

ethics in Washington state.

I ceased the practice of law in 2006 and I have no desire to resume the practice of law.

- It is not worth the trouble for me to go through a diSputéd pfoceeding on this matter, sol

hereby permanently resign my former membership which has been in suspension for more |

than seven years.

Jeffrey T. Haley

HALEY’S STATEMENT OF REASONS Jeffrey T Haley
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